


Introduction

William Ramesey, the son of David Ramsay, a clockmaker from
Westminster, London, was born on the 13" March 1626. He changed the
spelling of his surname to Ramesey as he believed his ancestors to have
been Egyptian and wanted it to reflect the name of the pharaohs Rameses.

He attended a number of schools in London to attend Oxford
University. The outbreak of the Civil War put paid to that idea and he first
went to Saint Andrews University, Scotland and later to Edinburgh to
study.

The plague finally drove him away from Edinburgh and he
returned to London in April 1645. In 1652 he graduated as a medical doctor
at Montpellier University. Living with his father in Holborn he was
admitted as an extra licentiate to the London College of Physicians on 31*
July 1652, and was to become a physician in ordinary to Charles II. In June
1668 he was admitted as a full MD by Royal Mandate.

Ramesey never married, and to our knowledge produced no
offspring. In fact, he doesn’t appear to have been particularly fond of
women at all as he says in Vox Stellarum, “And now I cannot but rejoice
when I consider that I am not married...nothing to do with women...
promise you they are too hot to meddle with.” At least part of his dislike of
women could be attributed to his fear of catching syphilis, “Or English pox
as it may now be termed for the frequency of it among us”.

For much of his life he lived with his father in Holborn, London.
Medicine was his main interest, and he had a particular enthusiasm for
poisons and venom as shown in his works on the subject. Although it
comes as no surprise that he cited opium as being dangerous, he was
equally scathing of the “meanest and most unworthy of all vegetables” — the
leek. He believed them to cause epilepsy and madness. In fact, the body’s
reactions to certain food seems to have been a constant worry to Ramesey
as he relates, “A gentleman one day at Dinner at my fathers I remember fell
from his Chaire in a swoon at the serving up of a custard.” Clearly, you
could never be too careful.

Much of his time was spent with his close friend, Ferdinando
Gorges, (1630-1718), who was the grandson of the naval and military
commander of the same name and the son of John Gorges. Ferdinado’s
grandfather was an English colonizer and the proprietor of Maine. He was
knighted for his services to Henry IV and became military governor of
Plymouth. In 1677 Ferdinando sold all rights to Maine to the state of
Massachussetts for £1,250. He married Mary Archdale on 22nd May 1660
and is remembered for writing a series of pamphlets about his grandfather’s
life. Ramesey is known to have lived in Plymouth, England in 1668 and the
Gorges family had property in London.




In 1660 Ramesey wrote, “From my aboad in London on 26 January
1660...beloved friend Ferdinando Gorges whom I am willing to pleasure in
a higher nature...friends for twenty years since school friends...”.
Ferdinando contributed towards Ramesey’s writings by writing letters for
him to answer.

Ramesey details his life story in Astrology Restored — particularly the
saga of his dispute with Dr Homes. This was not a happy time for him as
William Rowland noted, ““Poor Will, it seems by his Pamphlet he was
distracted when he penn’d it. For he confesseth in his Epistle to All Well
Wishers &c. that he was more perplexed and troubled at that instant of time his
Treatise was penn’d than all his life.”

Ramesey’s last publication was in 1676 and no record has been
found of then latter part of his life and it is unknown where and when he
died.

Astrology Restored is an important work as it remains the primary
source, directly or indirectly, for electional astrology. Vivian Robson’s book
Electional Astrology (1937), is almost completely plaigerised from Ramesey’s
work. Although much of Ramesey’s work differs little from that of other
writers, such as William Lilly, his devotion to detail means that he provides
more information in places such as where he lists planetary rulerships.
Ramesey’s interests vary from other contemporary astrologers and he
devotes far more space to weather prediction (for example) than they do.
One of the first writers in English, rather than Latin, on astrology, his work
was to reach a wide audience and was still being referred to well into the
twentieth century. The Second World War led to the loss of innumerable
texts and Ramesey’s contribution was almost forgotten until his work
became available in reprint during the last few years.
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Many thanks to Bernard Eccles for his help translating the Latin extracts
and to Diana Rosenberg in helping me to track the location of some very
elusive place names. Also thanks to Carolyn Minsker for forwarding a
request for help defining some archaic terms to her list Starstudy.

Notes on the annotations:

For the ease of study of Ramesey’s work this edition has been heavily
annotated. Archaic terms that were common in Ramesey’s day have been
defined, and the modern terminology for herbs etc that he cites are noted.
Additionally, works and characters he would have expected his readers to
be familiar with are explained and the Biblical verses he refers to are
included in footnotes at the appropriate places.

Spellings have been modernised but the original words have
remained unaltered. Minor amendments have been made to the
punctuation where the seventeenth century use could be distracting to a
modern reader. For example, the full stops after every number used have
been deleted. The capitalisation and italicisation used by Ramesey remains
unaltered to avoid inadvertent changes of meaning.

My annotations to the text are placed in footnotes at the relevant
places. Ramesey’s own notes to the text, originally included in the margins,
are included as italiscised footnotes. All of Ramesey’s notes are included
with the exception of the many “note” and similar statements he included,
which owing to their frequency do little to elucidate our understanding.

Notes on sources:

Although the sources used for the annotations are too numerous to
mention here, some were referred to more than others and so these are
noted.

In defining archaic terms Webster’s dictionaries of 1828 and 1913
were consulted first at http:/www.onelook.com/ Frequent reference was
also made to the Early Modern English Dictionaries Database, known as
Patterweb, at the University of Toronto, which can be found at
http:/www.chass.utoronto.ca/english/emed/emedd.html
which was invaluable and cannot be recommended too highly for anyone
researching this type of material.

For place names the first port of call was at the online version of
Orbis Latinus by Dr. J. G. Th. Graesse (1909) at
http:/www .pribramska.cz/knih/ruzne/Graesse/contents.html
and also at the British Library. Other references for place names included

CERL Thesaurus at http://www.cerl.org/Thesaurus/thesaurus.htm

European forms of place names at
http:/ www.p.lodz.pl/I35/personal/jw37/EUROPE/europe.html




Latin Place Names at
http:/ www .lib.byu.edu/~catalog/people/rlm/latin/names.htm

Wikipedia at
http://en2.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin names of European cities

World History at KLMA at
http:/ www.zum.de/whkmla/histatlas/haindex.html

Dictionnaire de Geographie Ancienne et Moderne, by Pierre Deschamps
(Paris 1964) and R. A. Peddie's Place Names in Imprints (London 1932) were
also referred to.

Lists of archaic occupations at
http:/ www.cpcug.org/user/jlacombe/terms.html and
http://shadowgwen.freeyellow.com/definitions1.html were used frequently.

The online version of A Modern Herbal, first published in 1931, by
Mrs. M. Grieve was used at
http://www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/mgmh.html as the primary
reference for plants and herbs.

For biographical notes Crystalinks at
http:/www.crystalinks.com/directory2.html was the first reference. The
Dictionary of National Biography was also referred to for more modern
characters.

In general terms the Alchemy website at
http:/ www levity.com/alchemy/home.html
the British Library Public Catalogue at http://blpc.bl.uk/
Encyclopedia.com at http:/www.encyclopedia.com/
Wikipedia at http:/en2.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

Lynn Thorndike’s History of Magic and Experimental Science was also referred
to frequently.

Kim Farnell January 2004
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CHAP 11l : Containing Considerations from the Sun and Moon when the Revolution is
either Diurnal or Nocturnal, also when the Revolution happens at Sun-setting and break
of day; from the Lord of the hour, Part of Fortune, the indisposition of Saturn and Mars,
from their Conjunction with the Dragons Head and Tail in any Annual Revolution. 430
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CHAP1V : Teaching how to judge of the evil of any year, the nature thereof, and when
the year ismost likely to be bath turbulent, obnoxious, and unfortunate, also what is
portended in any Revolution when one Planet transfers his light and nature to ancther.

436
CHAPYV : Showing how to judge of hedth or sicknessin any year. 438
CHAP VI : Of Wars or Peace 439
CHAP VII : Of Fertility and Sterility. 443
CHAP. VIII. Teaching how to know the price of any thingin any Y ear. 444
CHAP X : Containing some Instructions touching the alteration of the Air and change of
weather in any Year. 448
CHAP. X. Showing how to judge of the weather by the Aspeds of the Moon to the other
Planets, and by the several Aspeds of the Planets amongst themselves. 452
CHAP XI : Demonstrating the alteration of the Air by the Combustion, Orientality and
Ocddentdity of the Planetsin every of the 12 Signs. 454

CHAP XII : Containing further Instructions touching the ateration of the Air, from the
application of the Moon to the other Planets, having separated from the Conjunction or

Opposition of the Sun. 457
CHAP XIII : Teaching by other Rules how to judge of the alteration of the Air, and to
know when Rain isto be expeded. 460

CHAP XIV : Showing Haly his judgement on Weather and the alteration of the Air. 463
CHAP. XV. Showing how to judge of Weather from common Observation of the rising
and setting of the Sun, colour of the Moon, appearance of the Rain-bow, Comets,
Clouds, Brightnessof the fixed Stars, also by the prime day, and from the time of the day
wherein Thunder happens. 467
CHAP XVI : Demonstrating the Natural cause of many Suns, of the Rainbow, Rain,
Halil, Frost, Snow, Dew, Wind, Earthquakes, Comets, Thunders, Lightnings and the
cause of the Sun and the Moons Ecli pse. 469
CHAP XVII : Of the Signification of the most notable fixed Stars bath fortunate and
unfortunate in any of the twelve Houses in Revolutions of the Years of the World 472

SECTION 1V : Teaching how to judge of the Natural Mutations and Acddents of this
Elementary World by the appearance of Ecli pses, Comets, great Conjunctions and Blazing

Stars. 475
CHAP 1 : Containing Ptolemy’s method in judgng Ecli pses, and how to know the
Regions to which the Effects belong. 478
CHAP 11 : Showing the time when the Effeds of any Eclipse shall' begin and how long
continue. 478
CHAP 11l : Of the kinds of the Events of any Ecli pse. 480
CHAP 1V : Of the quality of the Events of any Ecli pse, whether Goaod or Evil . 482
CHAPV : Of the Sun and Moon Eclipsed in any Decanate or Face of the twelve
Cdedtia Signs. 485
CHAP VI : Of Comets and Blazing-Stars, what they are, the many sorts thereof, their
Portences, and how long they appea at any time. 492
CHAP VII : Showing the Physical reasons of the horrid and terrible portences of Comets
and Blazing-Stars. 495
CHAP VIII : Showing some other names of Comets or Blazing-Stars, and their
Portences. 496
CHAP IX : Of the signification of Comets and Blazng-Stars appropriated to the seven
Planets. 498
CHAP X : Showing the Significations of Comets, when they appear in any of the twelve
Signs of Heaven. 500
CHAP XI : Of great Conjunctions, their Number, and how to judge of their Effeds. 504
CHAP XII : Of the Conjunctions of the Superiors. 506
CHAP XIII : Of the mean and lessr Conjunctions, and their Effeds. 507
CHAP X1V : Of the Conjunction of the Planetsin the twelve Signs according to Hermes.

509

CHAP XV: Showing how to judge of the General Acddents of the World by the Falling
of New-Y ears Day. 512
The Post-Script. 514
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Astrologia Restaurata;
or
Astrology Restored:
Being an Introduction
to the General and Chief part
of the Language of the Stars.
In Four Books

The First. Proving the Legality of ASTROLOGY, both by Scripture, Reason,
and the Testimony of the Ancients and learned in former Ages, wherein is
cleared to every Rational and Impartial man the Authors Lux Veritatis' in
Answer to Doctor Homes?, to remain unshaken notwithstanding the
Doctors unowned Reply.

The Second By a plain Method teaching the Names and Characters
of the Planets and Signs, as also the Reasons thereof; and of their Dignities,
Terms, Faces, Houses, Exaltations and Triplicities; with the Reasons why
the Signs are reckoned from Aries; and in number just twelve; and a most
necessary INTRODUCTION to the whole Art, and very useful to all
well-wishers thereunto for enabling them to give Reasons for any part
thereof, &c.

The Third. Fully comprehending Instructions and Rules for electing
any manner of Work; never before made public in our Mother Tongue; the
which both for the Administration of Physic’, Letting of Blood*, Husbandry”
and other necessary Works is both useful and profitable.

' Light of truth.

* Nathaniel Homes was the author of Daemonologie and Theologie (1650) described as
“Plain dealing: or, the cause and cure of the present evils of the times ... in a sermon
... Upon the Lord' s Day after the eclipse ... upon occasion whereof, something was
spoken touching astrology...The late eclipse unclasped: or the mistaken star -gazers
unmasked; wherein is manifested seven severall reasons whereby these astrologers
have deceived the people.” R amesey responded to this work by publishing Lux
Veritatis in which he claimed, “Christian judicial astrology (is) vindicated and
demonology confuted”.

? Medicine.

*In seventeenth century England the use of bloodletting was very popular for the
treatment o f hysteria. It was believed that hysteria gave rise to an accumulation of
putrid humours that impaired the organs whose function it was to purify the blood
and caused this physical affliction. Bleeding and purging were the universal
remedies for these humo urs and so they were employed for the treatment of
hysteria as well. The patient would be bled and then administered medicines that
fortified the blood, such as iron fillings. This practice continued into the eighteenth
century.

® Any work on the land, in cluding, but not limited to, farming.
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The Fourth. By a most easy Introduction teaches, by Revolutions of the
Years of the World, Eclipses, great Conjunctions, Comets and Blazing-stars®,
how to Judge by the ordinary Course and Order of Nature, of the general
accidents of Countries, Kingdoms, Provinces and Cities, alterations of
Kingdoms and Empires, Laws and Customs, cause of Plenty, Dearth, Wars,
Peace, Health, Sickness, alteration of the Air, and (to be short) of all things
appertaining to the life of Man in a natural way; wherein the Infinite
Wisdom of GOD is seen manifestly in the Government of the World by the
Influence and constant Harmony of the Celestial Planets and Stars; the
Innocence, Legality and Purity of the Art demonstrated, and proved by
Demonstration of the Inevitable Events of the Heavens, so long as GOD
upholds the order and course of Nature unperverted; And the Students
thereof consequently proved rather Divines then Conjurers or Practisers of
what is unlawful.

By WILLIAM RAMESEY, Gent.

Student in Astrology, Physic, and the most Heavenly and Sublime Sciences.

Astra regunt homines, sed regit astra Deus®

Published by Authority

LONDON, Printed for R. White, 1653

¢ Usually taken as synonym for comet but in this context likely to mean nova or
supernova.

7 Gentleman

¥ The stars rule mankind, but God rules the stars. The complete quotation is “Times

change and we change with the m. The stars rule men but God rules the stars.”
[Lat., Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur inillis. ~ Astra regunt homines, sed regit

astra Deus.] from Harmonia Macrocosmica by Christoph Cellarius (Keller), the
German geographer (1638 —1707.)
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To The Illustrious and High-born PRINCE,

JAMES STUART,

Duke of Richmond and Lennox; Earl of March;

Lord Aubugny, Darnly, Tarbolton and Methven;
Baron d Leighton, Bromswold and St. Andrews,

and Knight of the most Noble Order of the GARTER.”

May it please your Highness,

If Nobility of Birth, Antiquity of House, Magnanimity of Spirit, Multiplicity
of Virtues, and the most excellent Endowments that a Mortal Man can
attain unto may justly (as their due) challenge the patronage of these my
Labours, there will be none found to anticipate your Highness; and though
my misfortune is such, that I never had the Honour in the least to kiss your
Highness hand, or to appear in your presence, but remain as yet a Stranger
to your Highness; yet by reason the Work is of that sublime Worth and
Excellency (I mean the Science of Astrology, as appears by the first Book of
this Volume, it being the chief of the Liberal Sciences, together with
Astronomy, Physics and Natural Philosophy (which are all but parts of one
entire Science) and that wherewith none is able to compare) have I humbly
presumed to cast it at the feet of your illustrious Self; whose incomparable
worth and endowments are unparalleled: so that if your Highness’s
Munificence does favourably accept of this small Token of my well-wishes
to true Nobility, and in a particular manner to your Highness, I must
necessarily be constrained to acknowledge my self arrived to the highest
pitch of Honour that (for the present) I am capable to expect. The subject of
this my unworthy Work (for so I may call it in reference to your Highnesses
unparalleled excellency to whom it is presented) is that part of Natural
Philosophy (vulgarly termed ASTROLOGY) which teaches by the Natural
Motions, Configurations, Aspects and Inclinations of the Celestial Stars and
Planets to Judge of the Natural Accidents, Mutations and Alterations of

?James II of England (James VII of Scotland), James Stuart, (October 14 1633 -
September 16 1701). The third son of King Charles I, James was created Duke of
York January 27 1644. He spent much of his early life in exile, following the
execution of his father dur ing the English Civil War. James was rescued from
confinement at St James’s Palace in April 1648 and was taken, in disguise, to The
Hague. In 1652 he became an officer in the French army. At the Restoration (1660)
he returned to England, married Anne Hyde , daughter of the 1st earl of Clarendon,
and was made lord high admiral, in which capacity he served (1665, 1672) in the
Dutch Wars. Charles II granted him sweeping proprietary rights in America, and

the captured Dutch settlement New Amsterdam was renamed  (in 1664) New York
in his honour. He was converted to Roman Catholicism probably in 1668. After his
resignation (1673) and his marriage (1673) to the Catholic Mary of Modena (his first
wife having died in 1671), he became increasingly unpopular in England . James
consented to the marriage (1677) of his daughter Mary to the Protestant prince of
Orange (later William III), and the couple became the heirs presumptive, after

James, to the English throne. Efforts were made to exclude James from the
succession. A fter a period as commissioner (1680 —82) in Scotland, James returned to
England. When Charles died in 1685, James succeeded peacefully to the throne.
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Laws, Customs, Kingdoms, States and Empires, and the general casualties
of the whole World in the Natural way of its Government, by the Celestial
and Superior Bodies: which next under GOD are the efficient Causes of all
corruption, generation, production and nutrition in this Elementary World,
the knowledge whereof is to know NATURE the great Hand-maid of the
Almighty, and the temper and quality of all things; and although through
the mercenary practises of some by setting of Nativities, and answering of
Horary Questions (thus abusing the Art) the validity of this Science has
been brought into question, reproach and contempt, yet I question not but
your Highnesses innate magnanimity is such, that it will not condescend to
give any censure on what has not first been summoned to the Bar or
Tribunal of your Highnesses piercing Judgement; for because a thing is
calumniated and questioned, is no proof of its illegality, neither does the
abuse take away the use thereof; for were this admitted, even the best of
Sciences and chief of Studies, Divinity it self could not be exempt from
prohibition and condemnation; wherefore since the first BOOK of the
Volume tends wholly to the Vindication thereof from the aspersions of the
Antagonists, I and the abuses of the seeming Friends thereunto, I shall not
further enlarge on this point; since it is well known unto the Learned, that
among the Ancients and graver sort of people in all Ages, this Science
(being unpolluted and unsophisticated) has been still had in most high
esteem; nayj, it is of that profundity and excellency, that it was first taught to
our first Father ADAM by GOD himself (as testifies Josephus', Lib. 1. Cap.2.
of his Antiquities of the Jews)"” who taught it to his Posterity; for he further
records that Seth” was so excellent therein, that foreseeing the Flood, and
the destruction of the World thereby, engraved this Art for the benefit of
after-Ages in two Pillars, the one of stone, and the other of brick, and that he
saw himself that of stone to remain in Syria in his own time; and in the 3"
chapter of his aforesaid book, he further witnesses and affirms, that man
lived so long before the Flood to learn Arts and Sciences, especially naming
Astrology and Geometry; and in his 8™ chapter of that same Book of the
Antiquities, he does yet further testify, that Abraham™ having learned
Astrology in Chaldea [being the place of his Birth] when he came into Eqypt
taught the Eqyptians the knowledge of Astrology and Arithmetic. Wherefore I
humbly conceive, whatever some weak disputants [not worthy the noting]
have affirmed in the disparagement of this Authors Credit, thinking to
make for their own envious and idle conceits; I say (my Lord) I humbly

' Has malicious and false statements made about it.

! Flavius Josephus (37 CE - circa 100 CE ), Jewish historian. For centuries Josephus'
works were more widely read in Europe than any book other than the Bible. They
are an invaluable eyewitness to a momentous turning point in Judaism,
Christianity, and Western civilization.

"2 Josephus emphasized that the Jewish culture and Bible were older than any other
then existing, hence called his work the Jewish Antiquities . Approxim ately half the
work is a rephrasing of the Hebrew Bible, while much of the rest draws on
previous historians. This work was published in 93 or 94 CE, when he was about
fifty-six years old.

" In the Bible son of Adam and Eve and father of Enoch. In the ch  ronology of the
Gospel of Saint Luke, Seth is an ancestor of Jesus.

' In the Bible progenitor of the Hebrews and principally important as the founder
of Judaism. In the Quran he is regarded as an ancestor of Muhammad.
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conceive since he bears so great an applause and credit among the Learned
and Fathers of the Church, of whom I shall only mention the testimony of
Eusebius”, who abundantly throughout all his ten Books of his Ecclesiastical
History makes use of this Authors word, for further confirmation of his
scope; and in ib.l.cap.6. de Hist. Eccles. (with diverse other places which for
brevities sake I omit) he particularly uses these words (in the English
version it is in the 7 chap.) Hereof you have Josephus a witness worthy of credit:
Wherefore since by so worthy a man as Eusebius was, Josephus is thus
deemed: how worthy of credit are they that nowadays traduce him rather
then want of their wills, or confess themselves weak in confuting what they
are ignorant of? Wherefore (my Lord) since this Sciences is of such
Antiquity, worth and excellency, it emboldens me humbly to make choice
of your Highness for my Patron in this froward'® and confused generation,
such sublime Sciences being too good, too worthy to be owned by any but
who are truly Noble both in Virtues and Descent; for let men be of what
opinion they will, yet I am merely persuaded, and I have also some Natural
Reasons inducing me to this belief, that meanness of Birth and Descent,
though exalted to the most eminent places and worldly dignities that may
be, cannot but still retain some smack of mean spirit, and can never be
thoroughly acquainted with magnanimity, or be truly heroic, though some
glimmerings they may have of both: Even as a Dunghill-Cock”, although
he be never so well fed, trimmed and ordered for the trial of his prowess
and courage, and although to the outward appearance he seem strong,
able, brisk and courageous, and begin with an undaunted courage and
boldness, yet when he is forced to feel either the sharpness of the Conflict,
or the want of breath, has not that Heroicness of Spirit to die rather then
yield, but (which is worse) does then divulge his own detestable
pusillanimity’ and dunghilly cowardice by running away; which a true
Game-Cock” that is lineally descended of Noble blood, although taken
from the field, and overladen with his Feathers, Comb and Gills, before he
will be guilty thereof, will choose rather to die, not preferring life before
Honour, but Nobleness of Spirit before life, choosing rather that death
should be acted on him with extremity of rigour, then that he should with
ease act the least unworthiness though to his greatest advantage:
Wherefore my (Lord) though my offence has been inexpressibly heinous by
this my boldness, being altogether a Stranger to your Highness; And
although I want both words and audacity to plead for my self in so foul a
Fact, yet my comfort is, your own Munificence and Nobleness of Spirit will
seal my Pardon; then which he is nothing more ambitious of,

' Eusebius of Caesarea in Palestine ( the Roman empire offered many cities with the
name), studied under Pamphilus. He was born a little after A.D. 260, became bishop
of Caesarea about 313 and lived there until his death in 339. Eusebius devotes a
considerable portion of his ecclesiastical his tory, History of the Church, particularly
the first seven books, to doctrinal matters and heresy, the successions of bishops,
etc. Books VIII, IX and X address emperors, persecutions and martyrdom.  His work
preserves quotations from many older writers that would otherwise have been lost.
16 Awkward, obstinate.

"7 Also called a hoope, bird that nestles in ordure, the lapwing

'8 Cowardice, lacking courage and resolution, contemptibly timid.

' A rooster of the domestic chicken trained for fighting.
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Die D, 17 January 1652.

MY LORD,

That is really

Your Highnesses Well-wisher
And most humble Servant
Whilst [ am

William Ramesey
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To The Judicious Reader

When I Considered the wickedness of this present Age, how envious, how
malicious, how slanderous and how evil some men therein are through
ignorance, it was no small discouragement to my intentions, having
experimentally tasted of the bitterness of both their Pens, Tongues, and
viperous, inhumane, malicious, slanderous and opprobrious reproaches, for
vindicating this Liberal Science of NATURAL PHILOSOPHY vulgarly
known by the Name of ASTROLOGY by reason it declares the motions and
words or language of the stars; from the Greek word aotpoloyia ex
(legible) Loy® id est The Language or Preaching of the Stars, because their
various and constant influences dictate unto us daily new things or
mutations in the Elements or Elementary bodies.

This is the fourth time I have undertaken to undeceive my Country
men of such Calumnies® as are cast upon this Heavenly and chief study
merely through tradition and envy: yet have I been still reviled and ill
requited not only by the Antagonists thereof, but also by such as are
seeming friends thereunto and who have advanced so much of the drossy
and more ridiculous part (or rather abuse) which (though it has advanced
them and their purses) has brought the Art and its purity by their practices
into contempt, and the Artists that study and practise none of their
Chimeras* but Natural Philosophy only, to suffer the harsh censures,
abuses and abominable slanders and affronts from the most inferior and
rural of men, Cobblers, Haymakers and such trash, to whom though in the
first Book of this subsequent discourse I am forced to say somewhat for my
own vindication; yet I have not so far forgot my self as to name the Animal,
least posterity should think him more then he is; wherefore I say I being
hitherto envied by both the Antagonists of the Art for vindicating and
maintaining the Innocence and Legality thereof, and by the Seeming
friends thereunto traduced® for showing myself so forward therein and
endeavouring to demonstrate the use from the abuse, and for delivering
some rules and secrets of the Art to the world which they would have kept
to themselves: for some are so ambitious and selfended as well as conceited,
that they would not have any other hand in the labour but their own, and
pretend great forwardness and willingness to lay plain the whole body of
the Art, but act nothing less; satisfying themselves that the particular and
vain part or rather the abuse of this Art is a sufficient instruction to the
whole; wherefore out of this consideration and no other, have I now as it
were challenged all their invectiveness and malice by these my Labours
(which I must assuredly look for) the which for the good of my Country,
the Propagation of the Art, and for the undeceiving of the World touching
the false aspersions cast on it, I have endeavoured to Compile in this
manner.

% Falsehoods
*! Subtle imagination.
2 Defamed.
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“In the first Book I have as brief as may be proved that Science,
which we commonly term Astrology, to be one of the Liberal Sciences,
together with Astronomy and Natural Philosophy, and that by the Ancients
there was made no distinction between the one and the other as several
Sciences, but diverse parts only of one Liberal Science, as the Head, Trunk
and Limbs, though distinct parts and members, conduce all to the making
up but of one entire body; to be Warranted by Divine Scripture, and the
Writings and testimony of the Fathers; the Objections against it removed,
and the Art cleared from all the abuses thereof; as also my Lux Veritatis in
Answer to Doctor Homes vindicated from all the cavils® and sophistications
of both himself and his pretended second.

*The Second, comprehending the Names, Number and Characters
of the Signs and Planets Celestial, together with the Reasons why they were
so named and charactered, and why there are but just twelve Signs, and
neither more nor less, and why the Planets are assigned Rule both by
House, Exaltation, Triplicity, Term and Face therein, and the Reasons why
the Signs are reckoned from Aries; with the number of the Spheres, their
Order and Motions, whereby is plainly delivered a most easy and short
Introduction to the whole Art of Astrology, and the great and Universal
Book of the Creatures made manifestly legible to the meanest and
ordinariest capacity; as also sufficient grounds whereby to answer all
Gainsayers™ and Carpers” thereat, and to vindicate itin every respect.

*The Third Treats of the Rules of the Ancients, touching the Election
of a time proper for the accomplishment of any manner of Work necessary
in this life, but more especially for the Administration of Physic, letting of
Blood, Husbandry and the like; to the which it is both effectual and lawful,
though in every particular in other matters not altogether so certain, except
depending on the general Accidents of the World, as Revolutions, Eclipses,
Comets, Great Conjunctions, Blazing-Stars, and the particular Nativities of
men. Yet I have thought fit to deliver the Instructions of the Learned in
former Ages in those matters also; for that they may in sundry things (by
the weighing and considering the Natures and Temperatures of the
Celestial Signs and Planets) be of much use to the Well-willers and Students
in this most Heavenly and Lawful Science of ASTROLOGY.

*The Fourth, is a compendious Tract of the whole general part of
the Art, wherein is at large manifested the Order and Course of the
Government of the World, by the Natural Operations and Harmonical
Motions and Aspects of the Heavens, Celestial Signs, Stars and Planets, in
Revolutions of the Years of the World, Eclipses, Great Conjunctions,
Comets and Blazing Stars, whereby is portended the general Accidents of

% The Tenure of the first Book.

2 Garcastic remarks, subtle, slanderous and false allegations.

% The subject and scope of the second Treatise

% One who declares things to be untrue or invalid, contradicts.
¥ Someone who alw ays finds fault.

% Of the third.

* Of the fourth
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Countries, Kingdoms, Provinces and Cities; the Alterations of Kingdoms
and Empires, Laws and Customs; cause of Scarcity, Plenty, Wars, Peace,
Health, Sickness, Alteration of the Air, and to be short, of all things
appertaining in a Natural way to the life of Man, whereby is manifest the
infinite Wisdom of the Great Creator, and the Innocence, Legality, and
Purity of the Art, demonstrated and proved by demonstration of the
inevitable Events, so long as God by his Providential Care upholds the
Order and Course of Nature inviolate and unchanged: Also the Students
thereof consequently proved rather Divines then Conjurers or Practitioners
of what is unlawful; for thereby may a man easily judge of any Revolution,
Eclipse, &c. or any part of them to the end of the World, by being thereby
instructed of the Nature and Signification of every Planet in every House
and Sign of the Heavens, and Aspects one amongst another, and of their
effects when Lords of the year and well or ill located, &c.

*In which Book if you be well instructed and perfected, you have
the whole body of Astrology;, for neither is the Judgement of Horary
Questions, Ordinary Elections, Character Astrology, Nativities, or any other
to be esteemed in comparison thereof, but as trifles, uncertainties, fallacies,
illegalities, and abuses of the purity of the Art.

'For truly, may I say the truth, such like Practises of men,
unacquainted with the depth of this most heavenly Science by their
frequent failings have been the main and only cause of so many Books
against Astrology, which is in it self so pure and undefiled, that the most
scrutinous Wit alive cannot have one Word for the Condemnation thereof;
for amongst the Learned, the abuse never takes away the use of a thing, for
then there would be nothing under the Heavens Lawful; for we see even
the Purest and most Lawful Arts, Sciences and things most abused, and
most apt to be counterfeited.

As for instance, is there any thing in the World more Lawful then
Divinity in its purity? and is there any thing more hard to find, or more
commonly abused by false Tenets, Schisms, Sects and Heresies? And yet if
upon these grounds, or out of these considerations, a man should positively
conclude no verity in Religion, or truth in Divinity, you would say that man
were in a most gross Error, and very Impious: Then I say, let no man that is
not willing to forfeit both his Reason, Discretion and Understanding, be so
weak as without an assurance of the Nature and Quality of this most
Lawful Art which I here undertake to Vindicate and deliver to the World
conclude ought against it either by Tradition or the common Voice of the
World; both which being known to the Judicious to be very false, and to
hold nothing of Credit in them.

“For as it was merely a Natural inclination within me to the Truth,
and the propagation thereof, so far as in me lies, that first drew my Pen to
Paper; so is it the same which makes me now this once more appear and

* The Body of Astrology in its Purity
3! The Reason why so many Books are Printed against Astrology.
3 The Authors first inducement to vindicate Astrology.
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content my self to incur all the Currish Snarls, Barkings and Bawlings of the
envious and ungrateful, and the same it is also that emboldens me not to
fear nor be daunted at them; it is no new thing with me to know that Dogs
will bark at Strangers, and such as are not of their kind; Gentlemen will
show themselves what they are, and love each other; but what shall I
expect of Gallantry from Cobblers, Hay-makers, Tailors and Serving-men?

The first occasion of my Writing in the Vindication of this Science,
was the appearance of a railing Pamphlet against it, without any fear or wit,
to whom I returned a Reply in the year 1650 it is a short Tract of two Sheets;
what, and who the Author thereof was, you may see in the latter part of my
Lux Veritatis, Printed 1651 for I hold him not worthy the inserting in these
my Labours.

*The second time of my Writing was occasioned through the weak
Arguments, flashes and suppositions of Doctor Homes, who (being a
Scholar) should (me thinks) have had more understanding then to
condemn this worthy Art under the notion of Witchcraft, Sorcery, and such
like illegalities; or discretion, then to rail down one of the chief of the
Liberal Sciences, merely for the abuses thereof.

*The third was, that I might manifest the innocence of this Science,
and the legality, verity, excellency and validity thereof, if not abused; and
therefore who so shall warily peruse that Discourse of mine, entitled Vox
Stellarum, or The Voice of the STARS, Printed in the year 1652 shall be
satisfied, that God does work by Causes, and that he has ordained the Stars
and Celestial Planets to be immediate Causes next unto Him of all our
Natural enjoyments and casualties, viz. Fertility, Sterility, Wars, Peace,
Health, Sickness, Alterations of the Air, Inundations, Earthquakes,
Thunders, Lightnings, Storms, Tempests, Commotions, Troubles, Alteration
of States, Kingdoms, Laws, Customs, and of all things in a Natural way
incident to, and in this Elementary World; for there is nothing more certain
then that the Portencies of the Stars (so far as conduces to the government
of the Natural and Elementary World, and the things therein composed of
the same matter and stuff) shall prove true and effectual, unless God do
work a Miracle, and pervert the Order and Government of the World, &c.

I do not deny the omnipotent power of God, that he is able to alter
the course of Nature; he that made them with and by the word of his
mouth, can (questionless) by the same word not only alter their motions
and pervert their effects, but also annihilate them again; but as this is not by
me denied, so cannot the Objectors against this Science but confess that
God is the God of Order, and works in order, and not preposterously; for
because he can alter the course and influence of the Stars, argues not at all
that therefore he will; for why should this be any Argument to us, since we
read but of three times he has wrought in this manner since the Creation of

33 The second occasion.
3 The third occasion.
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the World? viz. first in Joshuahs time when he made the Sun stand still®; the
second in Hezekiahs time when he made the Sun go back®; and the third
and last time at the passion of our Saviour Jesus Christ, when he
miraculously Eclipsed the Sun at the time of the Full Moon, which caused
Dionysius the Areopagite® thus to burst forth, Aut Deus Nature & patitur, aut
Mundi machina dissolvitur®®, Either the World is at an end, or the God of
Nature suffers.

Wherefore it is clear God works not, or creates new things; he
finished his Work in the first six days, he therefore now upholds all things
by his Providence, and brings them to pass by secondary causes, according
unto his inevitable Decrees and Divine Will; for it were great impiety in us,
and detraction from the All sufficient Wisdom and Power of the Almighty,
to affirm he has not preordained all things to come to pass from the first
Creation even to the Subversion; and that they are signified unto us in the
Heavens, have recourse to Gerson™ his Trilogium Astrologim Theologizatce; for
we read that before the destruction of Jerusalem there appeared a Comet in
the Heavens in form of a Sword for many days, Horsemen also fighting in
the Air, Josephus Bel. Jud. Lib. 7 Cap. 12 Eusebius Eccles. Hist. Lib. 3 Cap. 8
presaging the overthrow thereof, which was after accomplished by Titus
Vespasian®; also before the death of Claudius Caesar there appeared a Comet
for a long time, and before the Civil broils in Rome, Octavius being Consul;
and again, before the War between Great Pompeii and Julius Caesar, as Pliny
testifies, Lib.2 Cap. 25 De Nat. And if we come nearer home we shall find the
Comet in 1618 to be the forerunner of all our late Civil Uncivil Wars in
England Scotland and Ireland, as well as of the Commotions and Desolations
in Germany, &c. But this will be very clear unto us even from The word of
GOD, if we but with diligence and observation read the Histories of the

% Book of Joshua 10:12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Aj'alon.
13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged
themselves upon their enemies. Thus spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when
the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in
the sight of Israel, Sun, stand tho u upon Gibeon: and thour Moon, in the valley of
Aj’alon. 13 And the Sun stood still and the Moon stayed until the people had
avenged themselves upon their enemies.

% Book of Isaiah 38 v 8 Behold I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which
is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the Sun returned
ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down.

¥ By Dionysius the Areopagite is usually understood the judge of the Areopagus
who, as related in Acts, xvii, 34, was converted to Chri stianity by the preaching of
St. Paul, and according to Dionysius of Corinth (Eusebius, Hist. Eccl,, III, iv) was
Bishop of Athens.

3 “Either the God of nature suffers, or the frame of the world will be dissolved.”
Remark attributed to Dionysus in the Lati n Breviary when he was in Egypt at the
time of Christ’s suffering and saw a total eclipse of the Sun and believed it to be
contrary to nature.

% Johannes Gerson. From 1392 a doctor of theology, since 1395 chancellor of the
university of Paris, temporarily Prior of a monastery in Flanders.

“ Roman Emperor 39 CE - 81 CE.

! Three comets appeared in 1618.
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“0Old Testament, of the Subversion of Kingdoms and Nations; but
especially that of the Jews by the Babylonians, the which People, upon
condition they would follow the Law of the Lord, were promised to be
established for ever; shall any one from this Promise aver, that their
Kingdom was not preordained to destruction in its due time, and the
limitation thereof long before set down? but that immediately because they
disobeyed, they were destroyed and carried away captive; or rather that
that Age wherein they were so captivated, should in the fullness of that
time be so inclined to wickedness, as to bring that affliction so long before
threatened upon them? So then these two, THEOLOGY and ASTROLOGY
must agree together, or we shall never be able to agree in Truth, but run our
selves into many Error and Absurdities.

In that Book also you may see how far we may safely attribute to the
power of the Stars, and that their effects may be altered, yet but by one
means, viz. Prayer; for if GOD give an heart to pray as it ought, no question
he also therewith grants the Petition requested in those Prayers.

“Lastly, my main scope, and chief drift in this my fourth fourfold
Work is (since I have so often stood up for the maintenance of this Science)
to endeavour to manifest unto the World the purity thereof, having
cleansed it from its pollutions and abuses, that so it may appear what TRUE
ASTROLOGY is, and what I maintain to be so, and the abuse be not only
discovered but taken away, that once more it might shine gloriously, and be
able to stand against all Gainsayers whatsoever: For notwithstanding I had
delivered my self so plainly in my former Works, especially in my Vox
Stellarum, yet did the purity of this Science remain under the censure, being
by many deemed no other then juggling; by others, to extend no further
then to the resolution of Horary Questions and Judging of Nativities and
the Fates and Fortunes of men thereby, or at least that this was the main
and chief subject thereof, when: the truth is, the practise of some men in
these ridiculous vanities, together with some other abuses of this MOST
NOBLE SCIENCE OF ASTROLOGIE, have brought the purity thereof into
question by the unworthy, and the Science it self generally into reproach
with the illiterate.

“For I dare positively affirm (and shall be ready to prove it to any
Rational man) That the Resolution of Horary Questions is wholly vain and
uncertain; as also Nativities, on which they depend (or at least should)
excepting how to Judge of the particular Constitution and Temperature of
the Body, and the Natural inclination of Man; as I shall specify in the 20th
Chapter of the first Book of this Quadripartite, fol.38.

But it may be some may here demand the Reason then I do in my
Lux Veritatis undertake the Resolution of some Questions? But I shall
answer in that vulgar and rustical Proverb, It is a good Horse that never

*2 That Theology and Astrology agree together.
 The Authors chief drift in these his Labours.
* The Authors opinion touching Nativities and Horary Question s.
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stumbles®; and truly this is Language fit enough for such Horse stuff as are
they. I am but flesh and blood, Ergo, (as all in my condition) have failings; I
desire not so much as to hide my fault when I find it either of my self, or by
the loving advice of others, much less then do I desire to continue in an
obstinate way of simplicity: I must confess there are many Faults in that
Tract (yet not so many neither, as some would persuade the World there is,
as shall be in part cleared in the first Book of this Volume) the which I am
not ashamed to confess, but confess my self ashamed [rather] I published it
so rashly. And although I dare not maintain those Rules I there set down as
infallible, yet I must let the World know, I can (and many others of good
quality) justify the verity thereof at that time, and therefore very fitly
brought in answer to Doctor Homes, to show him, that if he be disposed to
cavil, there was matter enough for him, it being his part to prove, but mine
to defend.

“And here now I must needs confess I have spent much time and
pains in these toys and trifles: And truly I am so far from being sorry
therefore, that I much rejoice thereat; for GOD has in mercy thereby
showed me the Foolery, Vanity and Insufficiency thereof [which some
covetous Wretches and mean Spirited People, contrary to their own
knowledge, rashly attempt and practise] and so I am the better able to
distinguish Truth from Falsehood; for I must confess that in as much as in
me lies, I have set my heart to know Wisdom, madness and folly, and am
able (with the Wise man) to pronounce the sentence of Folly upon most
things that I know, and truly the best of things, and all things [in
comparison of that One and Only thing, The care of our Souls] are but vanity
and vexation of Spirit at the best: What does a man toil and labour for all his
days, vex and fret himself, rise early, go to bed late, weary himself all day,
spend his spirits, when alas! could he attain to the highest dignities, possess
the greatest Riches the World can afford, have the most absolute command
that ever Prince had, nay the whole Universe under his subjection, he
cannot enjoy it above an hundred years, should he begin to possess them
the first hour he is produced or born into the World; this is with the most
that I speak; the life of man is threescore years and ten, Psal.90.10¥. but a span,
a shadow, Job 8.9% Sure this is worse then madness, and vanity in the abstract. I
have a large field here to walk in, might I with civility intrude on the
patience of my Reader; wherefore I shall desist, since Verbum sapienti sat
est”. I speak not this verbally, from the sayings of that Holy and

* This comes in many forms as a proverb. It could be part of the proverb “Itisa
good horse that never stumbles, And a good wife that never grumbles.” Or “Harm
watch, Harm catch. It is a good Horse that never stumbles.” As given in Nathan
Bailey’s Dictionary of Proverbs 1721. Versions are found in Russian, French,
German and English.

4 Nativities and Questions.

““The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength
they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and  sorrow; for it is soon cut off,
and we fly away.”

* “For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are
a shadow.”

¥ A word to the wise (is sufficient).
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Incomparable Man GREAT SOLOMON, but he that knows the heart,
knows that this proceeds from an experimental knowledge of my own.

But why should I thus fear to rehearse unto you these so necessary
considerations? Are not you at leisure to read them? you will be employed
worse; if you have heard them already, and so perhaps judge me vain in
this my needless prolixity, I must needs tell you, you have never heard
them from me, and desire you to learn this Lesson, That a good Lesson can
never be too well learned, nor a good Tale too often told: Wherefore let me
entreat your patience a little, before I come to declare what I have yet to say
touching these my Labours; for though perhaps you may find some of
them, nay perhaps all in the Writings of other Authors, yet since I can
deliver them as my own, [having tasted of the vanity of them all
experimentally,] I know no reason why I may not assume the same liberty
as others.

*I will begin with our beginning; The Prophet DAVID the most
great and glorious King of Israel, and the most renowned in his days, Psalm.
51.5 says, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Our very conception, initiation, before we have either sense or motion you
see is vile it is vileness and wretchedness, Surely this is vanity and a great evil,
even whilst we were still in our Mothers wombs. And when we were
produced, to how many dangers, and troubles are we prostrate? the which
as being sensible thereof before we feel them or as a testimony thereof, We
cry at our first coming into the world, presaging thereby, we shall have no
other cause even in the height of our prosperity, but with Heraclitus™ to
continue the same tune, if we but consider our Cuckoo folly**: are not many
by their inhumane mothers even strangled in the birth to hide their
whorish condition, their throats cut, thrown into houses of offices alive to
be stifled there, buried alive, strangled, drowned, burnt, their heads cut off,
massacred, an hundred manner of ways according as the Devil works upon
the inclination and humour of the Diabolical Mother, so are these poor
innocent (save for the Original sin they have from these Vipers) Children
murdered, murdered, murdered; and all but to hide their Lust and Shame
from the World as they think, and yet thereby they bring themselves, and
run themselves into not only what they shunned, the open divulging of the
Fact and the shame of the World, by an untimely death extirpated from the
society of men, but also endanger themselves utterly to be banished the
unspeakable glorious company of GOD and Angels. This is worse then
madness.

But we shall suppose the best, that we are saved alive, and then
again on the other side, we shall be forced (such are our innumerable
Calamities, Infirmities and Diseases, Mischances, Disasters, Troubles,
Vexations, Persecutions, Imprisonments, Fears, Anguishes, Discontents,
Jealousies, Dissentions, Quarrels, Anger, Strife & Debate) with Job (Job 3.3, 4,

%0 Of the vanity of our childhood.

*' A Greek philosopher of the late 6th cen tury BCE.

%2 People associated the cuckoo with folly a trait probably transferred from the
cuckoo's victim, as in the word *cuckold.'
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5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12) to curse the day of our birth, and to wish the womb
had been our grave, Job 10.18,19 or that we had died when we first were
born Job 3.11. For do we first but consider the uncertainty of this life, we
shall conclude it Much more then vanity; When we are the most carefully
looked too, are we not often overlaid, and smothered, surprised with
Apoplexies,” Convulsions, the Rickets and Defluctions of Rheums™? do not
Chincoughs®, Lasks™, Vomiting, most frequently anticipate us of our Lives?

But to pass this, and to speak the best of it, being a two years
multitude of dangers and casualties, spent in sleeping and eating, when we
are set upon our own bottoms and stand on our own legs, how many
knocks, how many falls? and which is worse, how often are we pitifully
whipped and beaten by our senseless and foolish inconsiderate Parents,
and Giddy-headed shallow brained Nurses, and punished for punishing
ourselves by these unavoidable casualties? how oft fall we into the fire,
water, from on high, loose our lives by all, break our limbs, legs, arms,
heads, faces, disfigure our selves for ever, lose an eye, both, cripple and
maim our selves? How are we subject to Measles, Small Pox, Scabs,
Botches”, Boils? How are we tormented with such like infirmities and
vexations? How gnawn® and pulled with Worms both in the Maw and
Belly? Can we help our selves? Are not we forced to submit to the ordering
of those set over us, our Parents, whether rational, irrational, wise, foolish,
sober, rash, understanding, ignorant, discreet, simple, &c. and so
consequently exposed even in this our greatest extremity, which is worse
then our present sad condition, to all the perils and dangers of ruin both of
health and life that can be expressed? and do we not many times hereby
lose our lives, or which is worse, live in misery all our life after? Do they not
teach us as soon as we are capable of learning, all the evils and mischiefs in
the World? Malice, Give me a blow and I will beat him? Lies, no,. say, and I, say?
when we ought rather to say clear contrary or nothing at all; with an
hundred such, which being so soon put into us, are easily retained, and
prove sometimes our destruction, having once taken root in our heart; This
is also vanity.

But pass we these five troublesome, uncomfortable years also; we no
sooner come to the least capacity or understanding, but we are then
severely corrected by such as are set over use, if we are not so wise
presently as themselves, and understand what they either say or teach us;
O ridiculous creatures, to think beating their buttocks, backs and sides, will
put brains or more capacity then GOD has given them into their heads!
what mischiefs are we now at this Age prone unto? I need name none since
I cannot name one which we do not with eagerness run into; and how
grievous does it prove unto us in the end? Learn we not vice? despise we
not virtue? Are we not still under the lash and correction of one or other?

5 Paralysis from cerebral rupture, stroke.
* Watery discharge from nose or eyes.

* Fit of coughing.

* Diarrhoea.

 Bumps or sores.

% Eaten into.
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Do we not follow trifles? Play with toys? and neglect our Book, or Trade,
that which might make us men hereafter? Have we any forecast? And yet
will we be advised? Know we what is good for our selves? and yet can we
condescend to be taught? run we not into all evil and extravagant courses?
and yet will we be taught the way of goodness? What shall I say? when I
have said all, and have made the best of all, I must necessarily be
constrained to say, All is vanity and vexation of spirit.

*Let us come now to the fourteenth year of our age, and see if we
grow wiser as we grow older. Now we fall in love, fond fools! with what,
can we tell? know we why? have we reason sufficient to guide us? have we
sufficient Judgement for these our fond and childish actions? Is she
beautiful? how simple are we so to besot our selves with that which at the
best is but uncertain, and with one puff of the stormy wind of sickness, the
Smallpox, Fever, or such like, &c. withers and fades? How weak are we to
shipwreck our Judgements on such quicksands, to build our house on so
tottering a foundation which is impossible to stand? How childish are we so
to bewitch our selves to bare outsides! Catch at shadows and neglect
substances! when Virtue, Religion, Chastity, Humility, Patience, Prudence,
Modesty ought rather to be the rolling eyes, the love dimples, curled
artificial locks, naked breasts, cherry cheeks, coral lips, black eyebrows, lily
white hands, soft, gentle & slender which we should look too, and covet,
and esteem as the greatest and chief beauty, though valid under a Canvass
Curtain; this is the Jewel rather to be prized of the two, though locked up in
an homely Cabinet; this is that virtuous Woman which shall be a Crown to her
Husband, Proverbs 12.4 The glory of the man, 1 Corinthians.11.7 and the wife
that builds up her house, Proverbs 14.1. But the other which has only beauty
and a bare outside, is the foolish that plucks it down, as is expressed in the
following words; For as a jewel of gold in a swines snout, so is a fair woman
without discretion, Proverbs 11.22. But alas! now we are rash, indiscreet,
think our own wits best; like wild Bucks; over hedge and ditch we go
without fear or wit; restrain ourselves of nothing for these seven years till
we have sown our wild Oats, and come home with weeping cross; think we
have time enough to repent; delay the time; we are young enough, and
therefore go on in our ways: O but let us consider the words of that blessed
man, But know O man that for all this you shall come to Judgment, Ecclesiastes
11.9 We shall answer, for every idle word, Matthew 12.32. Much more assuredly
then for every vain and foolish idle action, especially when we voluntarily
run thereinto, and wilfully and willingly give our selves over to looseness
which profits not, but is a great evil and vanity it self.

How do we Game, Sport, Drink, Roar it, and make Revel-rout,”
Rant, Cut it, and tear the ground, Vapour, Swagger, Domineer, Stare and
Swear, follow a company to do evil, do as our Companions advise us, or as
we see them do, never questioning whether there be Reason, Wit,
Discretion or Honesty in it; Whore, Drab”, and take Tobacco, all for
company, and so destroy both body and soul, being now for any design;

* The Vanity of our Youth.
% Rowdy party, festival or gala.
¢ A derogatory term, harlot, strumpet, whore.
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drink healths to our Mistresses till we leave our selves no health, and make
beasts of our selves in not denying to do that which beasts cannot be
constrained to: And truly, this bestial vice of Drunkenness may also be
reprehended in those of more mature years, nay, to the shame of this our
Land be it spoken, even the most grave age of men is too much addicted
hereunto; so that it is observable that hardly any Houses thrive of late since
our manifold distractions, but tippling and guzzling Ale-houses, the which
as is very well known, are more in number by many then all the inhabitants
of other Trades (in London ) put together; This also is vanity, and a great evil.

Again, let us see the end of such doings; what advantages it? does it
produce and good? are not the effects hereof, Quarrels, Dissentions?,
Fightings for Mistresses; for not drinking of an Health; for not saying this
Woman is handsome; for affirming that is not comely; for disparaging of a
Lady, a Person of Honour, Quality, Renown, because he has been admitted
her presence; for an affront, nay for a pin, point , or pins-head, must they
into the field, off with their doublets, and too it, murder one another, and
then fly, or else be catched and hanged; This is madness, vanity and folly. It
matters not with these, whether they are Friends, Familiars, or Enemies, if
once they are set-on it, they must kill or be killed, die in a Ditch, and that
they call Honourable, then they die in the bed of honour (they say) and this for
the smallest trifles, as I could testify, might I relate their names, and so again
revive men's rashness which was but lately acted: However the story of one
is thus, Two Gentlemen in this City of London, happening to meet together
and being very loving Friends and intimate acquaintance, went into one of
these devilish Tippling-houses, called for a Pot of Ale, the which the one
tasting of it commended to be very good; the other was of a clean contrary
opinion, and did altogether as much discommend it, thinking no hurt, but
that he might freely give also his Judgement thereof; but to be short, the
other again reiterated its excellent goodness, and was also replied to the
contrary, and so they fell to words and at last [to end this Whimsical
controversy] they resolved to kill one another; the day being appointed,
and meeting, the one was slain; and it was upon a good ground, was it not?
yet could nothing satisfy these hot spirits, nor stand with their Honours, as
they supposed, but this madness, madness, madness.

Many such like vanities and rash actions (I say) might I here relate;
but I fear I should in recording of them render my self most vain, and show
my own vanity, whilst I am reprehending it in others. Does not this
Drinking and Revelling, which they call good Company-keeping, not only
declare it self to be clean contrary thereunto, but also spoil their society they
pretend to enjoy? they meet together, but oftentimes know not how they
depart; are not the effects thereof over and above what has been said,
poverty, disgrace, running in debt, cheating, lying, dissembling, vain-glory,
pride, lust, prodigality? and when all fails, and Creditors call for their
money, will be put off no longer, set Sergeants to dog them, and Tailors will
furnish them no more to slant” and carry it out for their further running in
debt with others unknown unto them; is not their Refuge as last to the

2 Arguments.
% Be crooked.
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High-way, turn Cutters*, and from thence return to Tyburn®, where too
late they Repent, and with any would cut the Rope, but cannot advantage
themselves then, and there's an end of them?

Poor Wretches! were not they better be old whilst they are young,
rather then be hanged, killed, and murdered upon every occasion before
they be old? be grave, sober, serious, then whimsical, fickle and fantastical?
apply their minds to the study of virtue and the liberal Sciences, then thus
to learn nothing but vice, foolery, foppery, and vexation of spirit? Knowing
that their time is short enough to learn goodness, and therefore not
prodigally thus to squander it away upon trifles and childish conceits: Had
they not better be contented with a competency, and live within compass,
and addict themselves to their Book; then flaunt it, roar and swagger it
about the streets with the Drapers cloth on their back, the Tailors
Workmanship, Points and Fancies, and all unpaid for? the Haberdashers
hat, the smirking Seamsters half and whole Shirts, Bands, Cuffs and
Boot-hose-tops, with the Shoe-makers Boots? Like Asp’s Bird® that had
borrowed and tricked himself up with others Feathers, was thought some
body, so that he presumed to be King, till his Plot was discovered, and
every Bird took his own again, and left him despicable; even so do these
Chrysalides® carry themselves high, advance themselves above their Betters,
think every one their inferior that has not such gaudy fine quelkeshoses™
about them; and so forgetting themselves, they run headlong into many
absurdities and Premuniries, being applauded of the World for this their
outside, though vitious”, (which had every one his own, he would be
speedily stripped of, and left as naked as any Nail) not inside, although
virtuous, if outwardly mean, This is also vanity.

““Well, we are now come to Age, and we may Lawfully inherit what
is our own, which we may quickly do GOD knows; but what is this our
Heritage? surely not worthy the naming or particularising; a bundle of
Cares, Troubles and all kind of miseries, fears, horrors and tribulations,
maladies and infirmities, exposed to all dangers, and that upon every
occasion, so that I may say as one once very well said, Man has but one way
into the World, but ( I may affirm) an hundred thousand ways out. This is vanity
and vexation of spirit; no sooner a man has sowed his wild Oats, but the black
Ox treads immediately on his Foot: No sooner a man comes to be a man,

% Swashbuckler.

% A place where criminals were hanged. The first permanent gallows was set up at
Tyburn in 1571.

% Jupiter commanded all the birds in the kingdom to appear before him so that he
might choose the most beautiful to be their king. The jackdaw, aware of its ugly
plumage, collected all the fine feathers that had fallen from the other birds. He
adorned himself with these feathers and appeared at the great gathering looking
very regal. The other birds, recognizing their own plumage, protested, and began
to peck at him and strip him of the feathers. "Halt" said Jupiter; "This self -made bird
has more sense than you. He is your king."

% Chrysalis, one developing,.

% Things.

% Corrupt, wicked.

7 The vanity of man in general, from the 21. year of his age; to the end thereof.
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that he leaves his childish toys, extravagant courses, and his wild untamed
customary life; but he is over-whelmed with all these; If he have money, he
is troubled and perplexed with care to lay it out to the best advantage; and
although he has employed it as well as heart could desire, yet is he still in
the same condition, thinking he might have improved it so and so, much
better; or suppose he be sufficiently satisfied it is no better to be husbanded,
yet is he on the other side eaten up with fear, sadness, melancholy, and
discontent, as much as if it were utterly lost, when indeed he had more
matter of joy; This is also vanity.

If he want money, what misery is he overcharged with! a continual
fear possesses his Spirits, that he shall starve, lie in Gaol, have no friend,
abound with disgraces, flights, frowns and affronts, even from the most
rural, although never so well deserving; is he not then ready to take any
desperate course and design in hand? and is not this troublesome,
loathsome, abominable life enough to make him do that which in his own
natural humour he ever detested? Is not this vanity and folly then? sure it is a
great evil.

Has he a competency [which is the golden mean to be desired of all
men] yet he is not content, he must have more, he lives not so high as his
Neighbours, his Wife and Children flaunt it not like them, he has not his
Coach, Saddle-horses for himself, and a couple of men, nor the attendance,
cap in hand that he sees others have; O miserable man! how vain are you,
that you knows not your own happiness? Contentation™ is the chief gain: and
as one most elegantly said, It is not the abundance of Riches or Possessions a man
has, that makes him Rich, but the contentedness of*this mind.”> For how many
old, grubbing Usurers (who as Anacharsis” said, carry Gold like Asses, yet
eat but Hay) pine themselves? feed upon porridge a whole half year
together, make a penny serve them a day, will not bestow a farthing to the
making themselves well when sick, for fear of parting with their
Mammon™-money, although but a trifle; but choose rather to put it to the
venture, and let it wear away (as they use to say) when oftentimes it wears
them away, or at least bears them away; and so are justly dissipated of all,
for fearing to part with some. Are not these men wretched, poor, even
whilst they possess the greatest Riches? Is there any of them can afford
themselves necessaries? do they not live more like Beggars, or Peasants [at
the best] then rich and wealthy men?

And now I might here show the odiousness and viciousness, which
of all things is most detestable; but I fear I have already transgressed the
ordinary bounds of an Epistle; wherefore least the Porch of this my Fabric
arise to a greater bulk then the whole building, I shall pass it by.

I Content, satisfaction.

72 “He is richest who is content with the least, for co ntent is the wealth of nature.”
Socrates

7 Scythian philosopher, early 6 ™ century BCE. A legendary prince extolled in some
ancient Greek lists as one of the seven wise men.

7* Mammon is a personification of wealth and avarice as an evil spirit. (Luke 16: 9-
11, Matthew 6:24, Luke 16:9 -11).
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And truly to go on in this I am upon (without branching it in the
least) were an Herculean Labour”™, and to insist on every particular vanity in
this vain, vain, vain World; Besides should I be so peremptory as to attempt
it, my present condition, want of memory, and insufficient capacity, would
render me defective in as many things as I have already or can hereafter
express, and my vanity therein the greatest of vanities; wherefore as
hitherto I have but hinted at things, being (as I have said) not able to do any
other, nor indeed willing (if I could) to weary my Reader with so long a
preamble; I shall proceed directly forward, through the rest of mans life,
and give you also an hint thereof (having began) and that as brief as may
be.

Is he single? he desires marriage; Is he married? he desires again to
be single; as the story goes of a fellow which whilst he was a bachelor, was a
boon-companion, and would spend his money freely, and therefore with
his Hosts he was termed A good fellow; but so it happened, that at length he
was married, and coming not so frequently to his Hosts as formerly, nor
spending his cash so freely when he came, was by one of them demanded
the reason of this his unwonted strangeness and great change; who
replying, said, I am now married; why then quoth she, You art now an honest
man; but he sighingly made answer in these words, Ha, but if I were once a
good fellow again, I would never be an honest man whilst I live.

Thus you see we are never content with our condition, neither full
nor fasting. How are we grieved and perplexed at the loss of husband,
Wife, Children, Goods? And how again do we fret, pine and consume our
Spirits, Bodies and Souls, that we cannot be rid of our Husbands, Wives and
Children? How careless are we of them when we have them? Spend all our
selves, Grudge them pennies, when we squander away pounds upon
Whores, Projects”, Drink, Cards, Tables”, Dice, and an hundred such
Vanities, Vanities, and study to render our selves hereby worse then
Infidels, and Deniers of the faith, according to the Apostle 1.Tim.5.8. But if
any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he path
denied the Faith, and is worse then an Infidel. Is not this Vanity? What is this but
Vanity? Surely it is the Vanity of Vanities.

Was not Marriage first instituted for procreation? Gen. 2 yet how
many are there that would fain marry, were they but assured they might
never have Child? O wicked wretches thus to set themselves opposite to
Gods own Ordinance! They would practice their lascivious lust, but deny
the fruit of the womb; and truly I must confess it matters not how little we
are troubled with the breed of such beasts; for let me tell you, and take it for

7 Hercules was the son of Zeus and a mortal woman named Alcmene. He is
considered a demigod, or half immortal. Hercules, or Heracles, was blessed with
amazing strength. He used his power to do good in Greece, but his deed s were not
always noble. When a person receives a job to do that they find very tedious or
irksome, they may call it a Herculean task. The phrase Herculean task is coined

from the Twelve Labours of Hercules.

76 Schemes, ideas.

77 Gambling.
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a rule, you shall never find any of this humour, but such as are most vile
Whores, though they may cover it and hide it from the World; I have
observed it in very many, and have still found them no otherwise reputed.
Are not these Vain Fools? And is not this a great folly so to desire what the
LORD has threatened for a curse? Hos. 9.14 Give them O LORD: what wilt
thou give them? a miscarrying womb and dry breasts; and refuse what he has
promised for a blessing? Gen. 49.25 I will bless you with the blessings of the
Womb, and so earnestly to covet what virtuous Women in the old time
counted a Reproach? Gen. 30.23 says RACHEL there, GOD has taken away my
reproach, when he had given her a son. This is worse then Vanity or Madness.

Does not the riches and preferment of many men, although
naturally mean, base and unworthy, so elevate and transport them above
themselves, so as that they despise, neglect and contemn their betters, both
for birth and endowments? merely because they have not those
preferments, that power, that esteem with the Vulgar, nor those fine knacks
about them which he has; when, should we but give to every creature its
own, how naked should we be left? we should be more mean and poor
then the brutest creature, who has hair [at least] to cover his skin; This isa
great evil, and vanity it self.

And how vain are we to boast, and take pride in what is our shame?
we were Created naked, and had we not sinned we should have so
continued; we clothed our selves first for shame, and now we are so void of
shame, we are proud of our dothing, glory in our shame; but I say, let us
consider the things we are proud of, they are but excrements, at the best but
vile; and naturally, I say, belong to other Creatures, and therefore we have
little or no cause to esteem so of them, much less tobe proud of that which
we are beholding to our inferiors for: For to the Beaver we are indebted for
our Hat or covering to the head, the chief member; to the earth for our
shirt, which is nearer to us then our Petticoat; to the Sheep or Silkworm,
for our clothes and stockings; to the Oysters for our Neck-lace and
Pendants; for our Shoes, Boots, and drawling Galoshes to the Goat, Ox,
Cow, Bull, &c. and to the Cordivant”, Buck, Stag, Kid, Lamb, Sheep for our
Gloves: and to the earth, rocks and mountains for our Gold, Diamonds,
Rubies, Sapphires, Jaspers, Chrysalites, Heliotropians, &c. And lastly, for
our Fans and Feathers, which we so swagger with in Hyde-Park down to our
backs, to the Ostrich; and for our Perfumes, to the Civet Cat’, &c. what
comes from their Tails, we glory to have at our Noses. How can we be more
vain, then to set our minds on such Trifles? be proud of such trash and
trumpery, vile abjects? This is vanity, madness, madness, madness; we dote, are
stupid, besotted, stark mad fools.

78 A type of nonp orous Spanish leather used for gloves made from the inner layer

of horsehide

7 Civets are not true cats, but related to the cat family. Most have catlike bodies,
long tails, and weasel like faces. All civets have scent -producing glands, located in a
double pouch near the genitals. The fatty yellow secretion of these glands has a
distinctive musky odour used for territorial marking. Commercially, this substance

is known as civet and is used as a perfume fixative.
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%To be short (for from this 21st year of our age, I intend to show, or
give at least an hint to the folly of most men from this year to their very last:
for although I might a little insist on the craziness, peevishness and waspish
wilfulness of pettish old Age, and the calamities whereunto they are most
prone and incident, yet, I say, I shall rather pass that by) Let us first
examine what the World it self is, and the several degrees of men therein,
and then he that shall conclude it to be other then vanity, foolery and
simplicity, and the men therein other then fools and mad, Erit mihi magnus
Apollo®; but then I must tell him, he must not only conclude so, but prove it
to be so; or he shall (on the other side) be Mihi hominum stultissimus®, or
Sapientum Octavus.”

Is the world [first] any other then a School of Knavery, Juggling and
hypocrisy, and (as it were) a Nursery of Vice, Villainy and Profaneness,
where every one is for himself, and his own self-ends, valuing nothing to
the accomplishment thereof, no not the fear of GOD, nor his
Commandments, which is according to the Royal Law of Liberty, To love our
neighbour as our sees Is Christianity, Love, Consanguinity®, Alliance, Charity,
Friendship or mutual Acquaintance sufficient to reclaim us? Is not this
Proverb, No longer Pipe, no longer Dance®, verified in most of the People of
the World? Is not every man a Friend and a professed Lover to him that has
no need of their Friendship? O what greasing of fat Sows in the® - is there
frequently to be found throughout the whole face of Earth! but which is
worse, is not this vanity committed by such as profess and make a great
outward show of Religion and Christianity? And yet to an acquaintance,
Associate, a decayed Kinsman, better and more worthy both for Birth, Parts
and Breeding then themselves, do they extend any thing save a bundle of
flattering words, and dissembling Protestations of Love, affection and good
will? and then as soon as their backs are turned, give it out, he is wicked, a
swearer, a beggar, he lives by this and by that; here lies all his hope, and
here his greatest refuge; never remembering, It is an ill bird that defiles his
own nest”, rejoicing at the decay and poverty of them, that themselves
might be had in greatest esteem? Is not this a great evil? How many
Ambodexters®, Janusses,” Hypocrites, does the world abound with, that are
outwardly Lambs, yet inwardly Wolfs, that play Legerdemain, and practise
nought else, Hocus Pocusses, seeming Saints, yet really Devils, that have
excuses for the greatest sins, nay for pride it self which hurled Lucifer the
great Angel of light, the great Carrier of light (as his name imports, being
interpreted) headlong to Hell and eternal destruction? We know the Apostle
to Timothy, Tim. 1.2, 9, 10 exhorts, that women adorn themselves in modest

8 A short description of the world, and the v anity thereof.

81 “T will be as great as Apollo.”

] am a stupid man.

% The eighth wise man.

% Blood relationship.

% Or “No song, no supper.”

% Word missing from original text.

% “1f 1 be false to England, Either in earnest or in jest, I might be likened t o a bird,
that did defile its nest.” Traditional proverb.

% Ambidextrous people, dishonest as you don’t know what their hands are doing.
% A two faced person after Janus, the two faced Roman god.
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apparel, with shame fastness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array; but (which becomes women professing godliness) with good
works. Whereby we clearly see good works (according to the intent of the
HOLY GHOST) ought rather to be the attire of women (especially such as
profess the Gospel and Godliness) then such vanities as are there expressed,
and many nowadays assume above their rank and quality; least (as the
scope of these words intimates unto us) they become a shame and reproach
to the Gospel and purity thereof; and Christianity be lightly esteemed for
their sakes, and these their vain practises. I say, notwithstanding all this,
some who pretend much to the world of Holiness and Religion, are so
hypocritical (nay I may well say devilish) as to maintain openly the
gorgeous apparel of women, and their vanities in such practises, To be a
grace, and an honour to the Gospel; choosing rather thus highly to sin against
GOD, and displease him both in the maintenance of the act, and [which is
worse] the vindication thereof, then in the least to reprehend it in their
children, or displease their fantastical, whimsical, hypocrital wives, but
heap sin upon sin, that sin might be hid from the eyes of the world, fearing
more the censures of frail, despicable unworthy man, then the eternal
Judgement of the great, terrible omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent
GOD that will call one day all to account; that will not measure men by the
outward appearance, but the inward testimonies of the Spirit, that will
reckon for every idle word; much more for every vain action, and
premeditated and studied lies and fallacies to cloak and cover our
wickedness and detestable actions; What profit will these vain, foolish, mad
things be unto us, whereof we shall one day be ashamed? our laying the
fault on our Husbands, and saying he will have it so; or upon our Wives,
that she will have it so; will not then excuse us, will not then plead for us,
will not then advantage us a rush, will not expiate our sin, nor will not
protect us from the punishment; This is also vanity.

How do we suit with every occasion, with every company? Do we
not when we visit the Religious, the Ministers, attire our selves modestly,
put on our plain black gowns, hide our necks, breasts, gorgets,” with our
scarves, our curled locks and broidered hair with our hoods; sit demurely,
talk of profession, and of this body, and the other body, rather then want
discourse and occasion to cry up our selves? and yet do we study ever the
more sanctity? Our SAVIOUR CHRIST teaches us to know such as are
indeed his Servants by an infallible token, Matth. 7.16. Yea shall know them by
their fruits; do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? their outward
pretences are not grounds sufficient to convince us of their innocence; they
may be thus in sheeps clothing, yet inwardly may be also ravening wolves,
as you see in the preceding verse. Wherefore I must needs reprehend such
as positively conclude men either good or bad, according to the report of
the world of them, or their seeming pretences; deviating from this Rule, this
infallible Rule; for as it is rashness in any to believe windy reports; so is it
folly, and worse then madness to be carried away or deluded with
pretences, and seeming outsides, without first seriously examining the truth
of both; the want of this lesson in wisdom is the cause we run our selves

% Collar or neckerchief, also throat.
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into millions of Premunires”, which but for brevity sake I might prove by a
particular recital of many; wherefore learn this, and you shall be an absolute
Politician; for so shall you easily pluck off the mask of pretences, disperse
the mists of envy and reproaches, and free your self of many
inconveniencies.

What coveting is there of this Daily applause of the world? Do we not
run here, and run there, visit this, relieve publicly, and that to be seen of
men, make gatherings to our own advantage; speak to the godly for money,
cloth, and other necessaries; to relieve the necessitated, and do it in our
own Names; be known to none we have it from any, but that it is our own
goodness and liberality, and yet hide our faces from our own flesh? Is this
Charity? Is this Christianity? Is this according to what we profess? Will we
part with six pence to one that is in the most extremity of necessity when
we see they cannot show it to the world, or think it will not be known? Do
we not abound with these formalities, nay do we not father swarm with
them.

How many men follow tradition and common custom, rather then
their own Judgements, Sense or Reason?

What great madness, folly and vanity can there be, then to see
Solicitors, Clerks, Scriveners®, be better rewarded for running of errands,
writing of a Bill, or a Bond in a neat hand and flourishing Letters, and it
may be neither true English nor Sense in it, then a Scholar and ingenious
person for teaching them wit: To see Huntsmen entertained, receive
stipends, discoursed with, when Learning goes a Begging. A lying flattering
Favourite, that is mere outside, get more in a year than a Philosopher all his
life? A quondam® Beggar, that was glad to do any thing for a mess* of
Porridge or a scrap of Bread, flaunt it, and ride in his Coach, have the worst
of his Attendants better then the best of his kindred, or any of his
Predecessors? That was formerly a servant to every one, now Lord it over
all? Gentlemen go on foot, Beggars ride on horses, prancing Steeds?
Philosophers, Scholars and ingenuous souls crouch to Clowns”, illiterate
Curmudgeons® for a meals meat, or a nights lodging? Clothes esteemed
before Wit, Learning, and understanding? mere outsides honoured, insides
slighted, not esteemed or valued? Men to have their guts in their brains,
and brains in their guts? To strain at Gnats and swallow Camels? To skip
over blocks, and stumble at straws? To be angry for trifles, not moved for
things of consequence? Those in Authority, Place, enjoying possessions,
though Idiots; be honoured, reverenced, applauded, esteemed of, crouched
to: when virtue, and the chief of endowments a mortal can possess,
wanting preferment, and trash riches, shall be disrespected and
undervalued? Then to see riches make a man wise, solid, discreet, judicious

’ Someone or something to cause a warning,

” Notary.

% In times gone by.

* Plate.

% Unsophisticated person, fool, country bumpkin.
% Crusty, ill -tempered, and usually old man.
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and virtuous, though a natural Fool; and poverty to render all these, and
the man that possesses them, a Fool, a Coxcomb”, an Ass? Wise men
degraded; Fools preferred to office? Orators and Judicious men to be silent;
Fools and Idiots prate, and have all the talk, and reprehend others, of what
they themselves are justly to be reprehended? Men that have enough, make
Vassals™ of themselves to their Inferiors to get more? Diligently to scrape
with the one hand money together, and to squander it away without care
with the other? To be penny wise, and pound foolish? To buy shadows and
neglect substances? Then to see so much difference between words and
deeds? Men rob Peter to pay Paul? Act all kind of villainy, and pretend to be
Saints? The Fox preach? Vice correct sin? The Pig play on the Organs? Blind
men judge of Colours? A world in the Moon and other Planets? Hell and
damnation in Saturn and Mars? the Earth turn round and the Sun stand
still? A man to smile in your face, and cut your throat? Pretend one thing,
do clean contrary? Neither speak what they think, nor think what they
speak? To hear every one say he is your humble servant, yet aims to be
your insulting Master? Cuckolds” to be contented, wink at their wives
abuses, and make much of those that Cornuted'” them? Women to wear
the breeches, men made a Nose of Wax? Horses ride in Coaches, men draw
them? The Cart before the Horse? Men build Castles in the Air? Towers
build Masons? Men conquer Kingdoms, and be subdued by their own
Passions and Affections? Rule Empires and millions of men, and be ruled
themselves by one Woman? Dominear abroad, be a sneaks at home? Men
possessed with the Devil flattery, turn themselves into all shapes and forms?
be Religious with the Religious: profane with the profane: a spend-thrift
with the Prodigal, a Miser with the Usurer; fawn and wag their tongues,
hats and hands, as a Dog does his tail; be furious like a Lion: mild like a
Lamb; commend, dispraise; domineer, crouch; vapour here, be baffled
there; and what not, may it but advantage them six pence? Then to see men
and women force their children to marry for Riches, Honour, this end and
that, and compel them to reject and refuse their loves to their utter ruin and
destruction? Love is the bond of perfectness, and as it covers all sins, Prov.
10.12 so does it also hide all faults; I dare not transgress on your Patience to
show you the excellency of Love, and the folly of Parents in this their
extreme vanity, since I have been already, I fear, too tedious, but desire you,
since verbum sapienti,"” to be content with this, and for that I desire to
hasten to a conclusion.

Then to see women think themselves better, or at least equal, or as
good as men? Men not equal nor so good, much less better then women: A
man to be Jack Jackson in the Country, and Mr. Johnson'” in the City? To live
in a Christian Commonwealth [or at least so in pretence] and dare not
believe a word a man speaks? Every whistling Mechanic, a Politician,
Gentlemen, wise, and learned, Simpletons? Lies, Plots and inventions to

% Conceited, foolish person.

% Someone subservient to another.

* A man whose wife is unfaithful.

' Had horns. In other words slept with their wife. A Cuckold.
" A word (is enough) to the wise.

1”2 Jack being the shortened, and more common form of John.

38




cozen'” be believed and credited; plain dealing, truth and honesty
suspected, derided, and accounted weakness? The most rational, solid,
sober and most discreet of all Gods Creatures Man, become the most fickle,
whimsical, simple and ridiculous? Men to become absolute Apes? one while
in a narrow brimmed hat, a long waste, his breeches to his knees; Bootsand
Boot-hose-tops, and great jingling Spurs, their feet as long as their legs, or at
least full as long again as their foot naturally, as in the year 1645 and 1646.
In 1648 and 1649 a broad brimmed hat, and no other must serve; our
breeches must be long, even down to our ankles; Boots with the tops
trailing on the ground, little Spurs that must not gingle in the least. In 1650
and 1651 we rumble into short breeches again: In 1652 and this present year
1653 we think it ridiculous to wear boots, but altogether shoes and
stockings, turning down with a top as the French Lackeys'* have used to go
for these many years; one while we have too long curling locks on both
sides of our head! anon all the whole side must be of a length and short
behind! Thus verifying the old Proverb that we English know not when a thing
is well.

I have hinted but at these last seven or eight years for that these
vanities might be the better remembered by us, and to our shame called to
mind; as also for that I account not the subject worthy of further recital of
other foregoing years; besides, I blush to think men should be such
Weather-cocks'®, or rather Cox-combs'®, thus never to resolve on a set
habit: might I give my Judgment what habit is most becoming, I should
commend this we now use saying that our shoes and fantastical stockings
speak us rather Skip-jacks'”, Whistlers'® or Antics'”, then sober and solid
men: I would have Boots, if I might give my verdict, used in their stead: for
the length of our Breeches they cannot in my opinion be mended, being
most rationally made according to the length of our thigh, not hiding our
legs as formerly, and our doublets are made of the exact length of our
waists: I am not so traditionally spirited as to commend Trunk-breeches,
making our Buttocks as big as a Barrel, nor the other extreme, made close to
our thighs like a pair of stockings, neither their doublets with the waste just
under our Arm-pits (contrary to our natural shape) and slanting skirts
reaching down to the feat, whence it was said of old, I will sit on your skirts,
when an injury was threatened; for truly in my opinion thus to besot our
selves, and overshoot our Judgments in following such a monstrous and
Clownish habit, were to render our selves more ridiculous by far then we
are already: great Bands and Cuffs, and a little narrow brimmed hat also,

18 Defraud, deceive.

14 Eootman, servant, one who does menial tasks or runs errands for another, a
servile follower. From the French “laquais”.

1% A vane often in the figure of a cock mounted so as to turn freely with the wind
and show its direction and therefore a person or thing that changes readily or
often.

1% A foolish, conceited person.

"7 A hireling whom a Captain, on muster days, foists into his company, base -
follower.

1% Cheater, deceiver, beguiler, especially one that uses false cards, or dice.

1% A buffoon.
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unless I could see any reason, comeliness or profit in them, I can no wise
commend.

It were a vain thing in me thus to recite the several alterations and
mutations in the garbs of Women, since every day produces a new Toy;
wherefore I shall only name some of their darling-trifles, which are as dear
unto them as their lives, and which they constantly observe and resolve to
keep, viz. Their embroidered, curled, powdered hair; their washings,
paintings, waters and Pomatoes'’ to their faces; and when they have done
all, their several sorts of patches'!, halfmoons, stars, coach and horses,
round, triangled, quadrangled, pointed, little, great, long and short: Vainly
and foolishly hereby imagining to make themselves handsomer then GOD
has created them, or is willing they should be, and choosing rather to please
themselves then him; nay, though it be to the displeasing of him they must
and will do it, what care they; their face is their God; they lookno further;
they believe no other; they care for no more. And as touching their Attire, it
would tire Hercules, nay Sampson, which were far stronger then an hundred
such as am I to relate it; and truly were I able, yet have I not patience, there
are so many unworthy stinkards and flirts, sneaking Mechanics wives to be
mentioned, which should I attempt, would turn my stomach to think of
them, and then instead of Writing, I should present you with a foul Paper;
yet these must be lapt in silk, they are no body if they have not a
Silk-Mo-hair, Taffatta, Tabby Gown'? (nay but for shame they would have
cloth of gold or silver, forgetting it is a shame for them to attempt the worst
of these) a scarlet, watchet, tabby petticoat, and that must be laced too,
gentle-woman-like; thus multiplying garment upon garment, till the
apparel exceeds the worth of the bearer by an hundred degrees. They must
have these out-sides, though their in-sides be as bad as may be; though
they are as dirty that they are not to be touched with a pair of tongs;
though their smocks cost not ten groats'” apiece, nay, though they pinch
their bellies, and have hardly bread to eat, yet they must have clothes, and
that a thousand times beyond their quality. Can any thing be more vain
then this? Do not our Governors deserve severely and sharply to be
reprehended they look not into these abuses and vanities, when we know
not a Gentlewoman from a Mechanical flirt? Joan is as good as my Lady'";
there is no more difference between them in their clothes, then is in the
dark; all's one; except she write Lady on her back, she shall never be known
in this Age: Wherefore for distinction sake [if for no other] it is most
requisite (as I humbly conceive) it be looked into, and an order taken, so as
that every Jack and Gillet"” may be known to be Tradesmen, Serving-men,

"9 Red coloured cosmetics, rouge.

" The use of powders and ointments, especially ones containinglea  d and mercury,
was very bad for the skin, and after a while resulted in scars and blemishes. To hide
these, as well as the scars caused by smallpox and similar, it became the fashion for
both men and women to wear patches on the face. These were cutintoa  huge
variety of shapes and patterns, including stars, diamonds, crescent moons and even
a tiny coach and horses.

"2 A plain silk taffeta especially with moiré finish.

113 A groat was a silver coin worth four pennies.

4 Title of a popular song,.

"5 Every Jack and Jill, in other words every ordinary man or woman.
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&c. and not equal in habit with their Superiors, by many degrees, &
Gentlemen of quality; for now with them (because they are not
reprehended in this their vanity) all are counted fellows at football, to the
shame and blemish of the glory of this Nation; It would be much better
certainly if the Cobbler would not go beyond his Last, and every one go
according to his rank.

Again, what greater madness then to see Lords no Gentlemen, no
Gentlemen Lords, no Lords Gentlemen? Serving-men able to buy out their
Masters? Wise, sober, solid and judicious Gentlemen be led away, gulled,
persuaded to any thing by their Vassals, even against their own
knowledge? Men to believe any reports whether good or bad, with or
against their friends or foes, without the least search into the truth thereof?
Illiterates that can hardly speak sense, write or read, preach and teach
others; learned, reverend, orthodox Divines silenced, or at least not
regarded? Such as deserve not only reprehension but severe chastisement,
to reprehend and teach others? Such as are guilty of folly, to laugh at folly?
Of which number I must now needs rank my self, and be so ambitious as
account my self the chief, or greatest Fool, more deserving to be laughed at
then any other; wherefore I my self may justly thus question with my self,

Are you not more sullen, melancholy and mad then Saturn? More
jovial, merry and temperate at another time then. Jupiter himself? More
fierce, choleric, peevish, waspish and angry then Mars? And again, more
gentle, wanton, and fuller of sport then Venus? More lofty, proud,
ambitious then the Sun? More fickle, wavering, and inconstant then the
Moon? Good with the good, bad with the bad like Mercury? Ever in
extremes too merry or too sad? How silly art you to tell others of their being
led away by fair word, and none so soon wrought on as your self?
Condemn others for following Antic Fashions, and none so soon run into
them? Plead for wisdom, act naught but folly? Cry down Duels and single
Combats, yet account it better not to live then live with an affront?
Condemn Drinking, and stay a whole week in a Tavern? To be so mad, as
to tell mad-men of their faults? To expose your self to the censure of every
fool by writing publicly, thereby losing the happiness of enjoying your self
to your self? And to think the smiles and applauses of some, can countervail
the frowns and reproaches of others? Art not you silly? The greatest Fool of
all? Worse then mad?

I must confess, should I answer for my self, I could not in the way of
excuse plead one word in my own behalf; I must acknowledge my self
guilty, and can say nothing but this, that it is a mad world, and therefore
should be worse then mad, should I think my self other then mad. Yet les
some conceited youngster imagine himself more then he is, I must turn him
to Prov. 26.12 and then let him be so mad, as to cast the first stone at me,
whence I may conclude all are mad, or at least fools, we being so generally
guilty hereof; but I shall name the words of the Text, that you may the
better judge of it, See you a man wise in his own conceit, there is more hope of a
fool then of him."® Now I would fain know, if one should strictly examine

16 King James Bible version of Proverbs 26:12
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who is not guilty hereof, whether be should find any that is free: In former
time there were but seven Wisemen; nowadays there is hardly so many
Fools. Ergo, all fools, all vain, all mad, mad, mad for company; This is the
world, tother's the Country.

Thus have I given you a general character of the world or an hint
thereof, being altogether unable to paint it out to the life, yet what has been
said [being so obvious to the sense of every capacity] is sufficient to prove it
altogether vanity. And now I might also here fitly give you the description
of the Courts and Palaces of Kings, Inns of Courts, or the practices of
Lawyers, and of Markets; but I fear then I should be inexcusably guilty of
prolixity'”. Wherefore of each of these I shall only give you a touch, and
hasten to conclude.

"I shall begin with the last, because it is a thing so frequent
amongst us, viz. Markets. Anacharsis'” does well define it thus Est forum
locus in quo alius alium circumvenit.” The Marketplace, is a place where
one cozens and defrauds another. I may well term it (all things being
considered) a convention of Cheaters and circumventing Liars; a place
where must much evil needs be committed according to that of the
Wiseman, Between the buyer and the seller must needs be sin.

"And what are our Inns of Court but mere conventions of
Politicians, fomenters of strife & debate? For fight Dog, fight Bear, they will
never part you; Incendiaries? Lovers of Mischief? Takers of bribes? Resisters
and perverters of justice, provided they are well fed? Do they not Justify the
wicked for a reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from
him? Isaiah 5.23' For does not money do all? Is it not it that makes the
Mare to go? right or wrong does it not carry the cause with these Catiffs*?
How hard is it for a man to be a Lawyer and an honest man both together?
How many such think you, you might find in a century of years?

"7 Long windedness.

"8 A short description of Markets.

"% A Scythian philosopher, who lived about 600 BCE. He was the son of Gnurus,
chief of a nomadic tribe of the Euxine shores, and a Greek woman. Instructed in
Greek by his mother, he prevailed upon the king to entrust him with an embassy to
Athens about 589 BCE. He became acquainted with Solon, from whom he rapidly
acquired a knowledge of the wisdom and learni ng of Greece, and by whose
influence he was introduced to the principal persons in Athens. He was the first
stranger who received the privileges of citizenship. He was reckoned one of the
Seven Sages, and it is said that he was initiated into the Eleusinia n mysteries. After
residing several years at Athens, he travelled through different countries in quest of
knowledge, and returned home filled with the desire of instructing his countrymen
in the laws and the religion of the Greeks. According to Herodotus h e was killed by
his brother Saulius while he was performing sacrifice to the goddess Cybele. It was
he who compared laws to spiders' webs, which catch small flies and allow bigger
ones to escape.

' The market is the place set apart where men may deceive e ach other.

21 Of the Inns of Court, or the Practises of Lawyers.

122 “Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the
righteous from him.”

' Cowardly and despicable persons.
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Wherefore the time is coming, and is now even at hand, wherein the
Prophets very next words will be verified upon them, viz. Therefore as the
fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the chass, so their root
shall be rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust, because they
have cast away the LAW for the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of
the Holy One of Israel, Isaiah 5 24"

5And now should we but examine the state of the Chief Courts, viz.
the Palaces of Kings, we shall yet find therein naught but vanity and
madness; from the lowest to the highest, from the King to the Beggar, all
are mad: what greater vanity, then to see men that are to Rule thousands,
be carried away with every breath of flattery of any one Parasite? Then to
see Kings and the Grandees™ of the World so easily persuaded contrary to
what they in their own judgments know. If there be any blemish in a King,
how soon is it applauded, admired rather for a grace, a virtue rather then a
vice? Alexander stooped in the shoulders, wherefore all his Soldiers and
Courtiers did so too. Yet here I cannot but set down the wisdom and
gallantry of our late King James of happy memory, in this particular, as I
have been by several informed who were conversant with him.
Considering one day the vanity of his Courtiers in applauding still all his
actions, very seriously about noon looking up to the Heaven out of a
Window, demanded of those that were about him, whether they saw not a
Star near such a cloud; for (he said) he was confident he did; whereupon
every one looking up, began to deliver their opinions thus, one said he saw
it, and that it was a little bright star; another that it twinkled very much, &c.
every one with several addition, concluded positively as he said:
whereupon he burst forth in these words, or to this sense, How unfortunate
a man am I to have so many Fools to be my Councillors! No wiser men then right or
wrong to say as I say! Again, what Revelling, Masking, Playing, Feasting,
Toying, Fooling, Whoring, Pride, Gluttony, Drunkenness, Wastry, and what
not that is evil, or to be reprehended, but is to be found in these places most
abundantly? There is no place free, nor thing free, butall, and in all is vanity.

Wherefore since it is so, I can commend nothing in this transitory,
momentary, vile World, but the knowledge of GOD and his Son JESUS
CHRIST whom he has sent in the flesh into the World to save sinners and
the world, and that we might through him obtain everlasting life. We have
here no abiding place, wherefore what profit will it be unto us should we
gain the whole World, and lose our own souls? We came naked into the
World, & we shall carry nothing out with us; all must be left behind, our
pleasure, riches, honours, preferments, parts, endowments, wives,
husbands and children; he that the whole earth could not contain, and that
sighing said, Is there no more worlds to Conquer? was at last contained in the

124 “Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff,
[so] their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall goup as  dust: because
they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel.”

1% Of the Palaces of Kings.

1% A man of elevated rank or station, especially a Spanish or Portuguese nobleman

of the first rank.

"7 The Authors exhortation to this mad world
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narrow confines of a Coffin, and could possess no more of what he had
gained, then his just length and breadth, which was not denied to the
meanest he subdued; you have heard what the Great Conqueror of the
East, Saladin'™, carried to his Grave of all he had gained, but a poor black
Shirt; wherefore let the WORD OF GOD be your whole study, your delight
both day and night, that when you ceases to be here, you must be eternally
glorified hereafter, this is the summum bonum, the chief good; yet next unto
it, let me recommend the study of Nature before any other thing
whatsoever, for that it is the great handmaid of the Almighty, by which you
must daily and hourly see the secret operations of his hands, and be drawn
nearer and nearer to him; for according to the Apostle, by knowing Natural
things, we come to know Spiritual the better.

And now here it remains I should again return to show you the
method and manner of the subsequent Work where I left off, and so hasten
to a conclusion; but since I have recommended unto you that which is the
chief means of our future felicity, I think good first (since our happiness
here, and the hope thereof hereafter consists much on the goodness or
badness of our friends and associates) here to deliver you some Rules how
to choose a true Friend, to know a true Friend, and to keep a true Friend;
for commonly according to the company, so we conform our selves, the
which if it be other then good, proves our utter destruction, according to
the old Proverb, Evil communication corrupts good manners.””

In choosing then of Friends; first negatively, and then
affirmatively I shall desire you to observe these Rules: Negatively, that by
no means you familiarly associate your self with a liar, dissembler or a
flatterer, neither with a proud man, nor covetous person; for they will
prove deceitful, treacherous and self-ended; beware also of Bragadotia's"’; I
mean such as boast and glory of their charity or courtesy to others, that they
have done this good turn, and the other good turn for them; for though it
be true they have been beneficial to such, and that they have done all that
they brag of, yet will such [take it for an approved maxim] be never
true-hearted unto you: And such as are so base as to desire or beg that
which they see is precious and dear in the sight of any one, are also to be
shunned, with those that are not able to keep secret what is committed to
them in Trust, and Promise-breakers, and such as merely esteem of you for
your Riches; for these although they carry a great appearance or outward
gloss of Friendship unto you, yet are they never cordial and real Friends,
but fained'” outsides. But on the other side let such be deer unto you, and
chosen for your friends and familiars that are honest and prudent, and as
Cicero says, whose integrity, constancy, fidelity and liberality is known to
all their acquaintance: Let him that is zealously affected with and to

1% Arabic Salah ad -Din, 1137?-1193, Muslim warrior and Ayyubid sultan of Egypt,
the great opponent of the Crusaders.

¥ Corinthians 15:33

3 Instructions how to choose a friend.

! Braggadocios. T hose who brag or boast. From the character in  Faerie Queene by
Edmund Spenser.

132 Faked, insincere.
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virtuous and religious acts, be your associate and choice companion; for as
Plato says, friendship was given by nature to Mankind to help us and
further us to virtuous inclinations, not to vitious, lewd and sordid practices:
wherefore Pythagoras very excellently said, if we would shun vice we must
be familiar but with few; and Dicearchus'” would intimate the same unto us,
when he advises us to make the virtuous only our Friends, if we desire to
keep the name of virtuous and honest men, and the rest of the world, if
possible, well-willers unto us; wherefore wise Bias"* very wisely said, He
was not wise that would make every one his Familiar; whence I may also
conclude, that in the multitude of friendship is friendship violated. Do not
exceed then in abundance of friends and acquaintance; for if you have but a
few honest men and real friends to be your friends, you may be assured
you do exceedingly abound in friends.

"And now that you may not be an enemy to your self in this your
choice, let me here give you one or two Memorandums. First, that you let
not common applause or reproach be a rule or ground to your affection or
dis-esteem of any one; but first seriously examine the truth, and then
accordingly may you use your discretion and reason: Secondly, let not the
Nation of a man deter you from real affection, if there be sufficient cause
and ground to the contrary; for it were absurd in us to think all Nations
evil, and our selves only good? As there are both good and bad amongst us,
so is there also in the very ruralest of Nations; what reason have we to think
all the Irish blood-thirsty, all the Scots deceitful, all the French fantastical,
&c. because many of them are so? For my part, if [ meet with any man of
these that is true-hearted and honest, or of any other Nation, they shall be
more dear unto me then a thousand English Knaves; and as I will not
conclude any man of another Nation a Knave or Honest, till I have
experience thereof, so will I not be so indulgent as to make no question of
those of my own Nation, but carry a like suspition of both the one and the
other, till I am rightly and truly informed: The Scots are vulgarly amongst us
traduced and envied, and yet they cannot be so odious here, but amongst
them we are as contemptible; Tradition carries a great sway with fools and
the vulgar, but with wise men it is never regarded. Thirdly, let not the
apparel or clothes of any one stave you off from the familiar society of
friendship; it is not the Peacocks fine feather, that can make him sing like a
Nightingale: A Philosopher may be in rags, when an Idiot is gorgeously
arrayed; look not to the outside, but the inside rather of a man, and you
shall not be deceived.

Now to know the reality of your friend, or whether you have a
true friend or, no; see that in your trial of him, you let him know your
condition, let it be in what degree or thing soever you prove him in; it
would be too tedious a thing for me to speak of every thing and way

'3 Greek philosopher 350 BCE - 285 BCE, also spelt Dicaearchus. He was a student
of Aristotle and his work is almost lost today. He worked mainly in the field  of
cartography.

'* One of the seven wise men of Greece.

1% Caveats in choosing of friends.

1% How to know a true friend.
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whereby you may try him, wherefore I shall here only instance one, by
which according to the same method you may judge of the rest. Admit you
would borrow money, then be sure first you want not money, lest if your
friend fail you, you are exposed to want and sorrow; yet be not known
upon any condition to him you are or can be supplied, lest then on the
other side, he knowing your ability, readily performs your request, and you
thereby kept still ignorant of his affection; for take this for a sure Rule, that
that, and that only is real love, that without regard to requital or
consideration at all thereunto, sets it self on work, let it be in this or any
other kind whatsoever; wherefore if you hast found such a Friend as this,
you hast assuredly a faithful and real Friend indeed: never believe the fair
pretences and promises of men, neither their alluring tongues and smooth
speeches, which commonly are the properties of dissemblers and
false-hearted, or hollow-hearted people: for you shall seldom see a fair
tongue and a dissembling heart go asunder; wherefore if any such you find,
you hast more matter of suspition then credit given you. But remember that
in proving of your Friend you render not your self so unfriendly to him, as
to require any unlawful thing at his hand; for then assuredly you must not
only expect a denial of your present request from your friend, but the
future friendship of your Friend hereafter.

"That you may now keep a true Friend when you have found him,
it is requisite (as I have promised) to give you some Rules. Wherefore then
let your patience be reciprocal, your opinions mutual, your love in all
matters (especially things of indifferency) free, let your love be for love, not
recompence or gain. And for that, Nemo sine crimine vivit'*, there is none
without a fault; you are to hide them, and to wink at them in one another,
provided they proceed from frailty and imbecility of Nature; and when you
admonish or reprehend a friend, let it be in a place and at a time
convenient; not openly in company, but privately between you and him,
otherways you will harden him in his way, and work no good on him; not
when he or your self is in passion, for this will cause your words to be
lightly esteemed, and work no impression on him: And let your speech be
gentle and mild, yet be plain with him, and speak to the purpose, overcome
him rather with mildness and clemency then anger and rigour, by which he
will be constrained rather to adhere unto you and acknowledge himself
obliged for this favour, then remain obstinate and wilful.

But let me now return to show you the method of these my
subsequent Labours. In the penning of them I have been very plain for that
I desire to be understood; Animis scribo non auribus, I write to edify my
readers understanding, not to please his ear with fine words, rather
respecting the matter then syllables; and I have endeavoured to compare
one Author with another, and those with a third, and again a fourth with
all, almost on every subject; and where one has been short, I have enlarged
with another, and where all have failed to my expectation, I have supplied

7 How to keep a true friend.
1% “No-one lives a life without crime.” Dionysius Cato.
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of my self, according to Didacus Stella in Luc. 10. Tom. 2. Dwarves or
Pigmei gigantum humeris impositi plusquam ipsi gigantes vident. Pigmies
standing upon the shoulders of Giants, may see farther then those Giants™"
I would have none therefore wonder to see me frequently dissent from the
Ancients and relate my own conceptions in divers places; yet in most I
follow my Authors, at least in sense, though not verbatim. And in some
places I have trod the very ignorant and irrational paths of the Ancients,
that so the ingenious and well-willer to this Science may have matter
wherewith to exercise himself, and not wholly to give himself over to
traditional precepts; for my own part I abhor implicit Faith, or erroneous
tradition, without sound and sufficient reason given for it; and therefore
you will find I have often in these my labours dissented from my
Predecessors. By some perhaps I shall be discommended, and again by
others applauded for it; it is an hard matter to please all parties, and
therefore I have (I say) let slip some places, on purpose to convince you that
former Ages had not all the knowledge in the World, that so you may be
weaned from your confidence in the writings of the Ancients when neither
reason nor experience are on their side; I shall not need to turn you to any
of those places in this Book; I hope your ingenuity will be a sufficient index
thereunto: yet least some Momus™ should convert this my silence to
ignorance, and endeavour to wound me with my own weapon, by
imputing that as a fault in me, which I did wilfully neglect, I shall here
mention one place, being so remarkable and so palpable an absurdity, Lib.
4. Sect. 2. Chap. 18. of this volume you will find the significations of the Sun
when he is Lord of the year in any of the twelve signs Aries, "“Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer and Leo being expressed, and the rest by varying the former
Rules implied, which of all absurdities is the greatest, it being impossible for
the Sun to be in Taurus, Gemini, Leo, Virgo, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Aquarius or
Pisces, in any yearly, half yearly, or quarterly ingress, which is ever made at
his entrance into the first point of the Equinoctials Aries and Libra, or
Tropics Cancer and Capricorn; and therefore I must needs conclude the
Ancients have herein been very weak and as worthy reprehension as
applause in other matters. Yet I would not have you expect any new thing;
for I must conclude with Wecker in his Praef ad Syntax. med Nihil dictum quod
non dictum prius'’; there is nothing said or to be said that has not been said

'¥ Didacus Stella is the Spanish theologian Diego de E  stella, who wrote a book on
St. Luke.

0 1n 1624, Robert Burton, in the Anatomy of Melancholy wrote, "A dwarf standing
on the shoulders of a giant may see farther than the giant himself." Burton
attributed that to Didacus Stella, a Roman writer of about 50 CE, but those
sentiments appear nowhere in Stella's works. The earliest use appears to be
Bertrand of Chartres in 1126, who observed that "In comparison with the ancients,
we stand like dwarfs on the shoulders of giants."

1 Someone who finds faults from Mo mus, the god of reprehension.

142 See Bonatus de Revolutionobus cap.95.

' Hans Jacob Wecker (1528 -1586) professor of Latin and logic at Basel, studied
medicine before he went to Colmar as their first City Physician following his
treatment of plague victims in 1565. He was also a physician and wrote books on
alchemy, pharmacy, cooking and medicine. He translated = Concerning Secrets by
Alessio of Peidmont from Italian into Latin in 1560. Written by by Alessio
Piemontese, a pseudonym for Girolamo Ruscelli, an It alian anthologist and writer,
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before; or if you will not believe him, take the testimony of the most wise
Solomon, Ecclesiastes 1.9. The thing that has been, it is that which shall be,
and that which is done, is that which shall be done; and there is no new
thing under the Sun: and if this were so in his days, so long since, how can
we in the least expect novelties in this Age, or in these latter days, wherein
though the world abounds in Books, so that D. King'** sometime B. of
London very well noted, they are in number without number, yet we shall
find the most of them one and the same, expressed in several and divers
terms and phrases, according to the strain and fancy of the Penner, and for
the most part we see him that comes last, to exceed his Predecessors.

It had been too intricate a thing for me to have noted where I have
in any place enlarged of my own, since it is so general throughout all the
four Books; yet my phrase and style will lead you I believe unto most of it;
it is wholly my own method and no translation, but rather a collection, so
that I may well say with Macrobius'®, Omne meum nihil meum; mine is
none of mine: yet this I can assure you, that I do not emember any point or
place where I have willingly been dark, or desired to detain any thing from
your understanding: It is, as I may say, even hewed out of the Rocks, and
therefore I expect some places may be rougher and more unpolished then I
could wish; it is the first draught, and therefore I hope that may a little
plead for me; wherefore be pleased (Courteous Reader) to accept of my
well-wishes, and out of thine own goodness and grateful disposition
pardon my defects, which I cannot but fear are many, having not had time
to correct it, or alter the style or phrase, which at the best is but homely, and
sometimes very harsh, according to the present condition and fancy of my
genius at times, not at all studying to frame or place my words, but
quicquid in buccam venit' served turn; and to tell you the truth, it being
once brought forth, I could not endure to think of correcting it, it being a
work both so painful and troublesome, so that I had rather write another
Book as big again, and could as soon accomplish it, as correct what I have
here written; besides, should I have gone about it, as oft as I should have
read it, so often should I have altered it in one kind or other, according to
that of Ter. Adelph."

Nunquam ita quicquam bene subduct a ratione ad vitam fuit,
Quinres, etas, usus, semper aliquid apportant Novi.

died 1566. This work, first published in 1582, treats of angels and demons, magic,
elements, and astrology as well as recipes and medicines for various ailments. It
was translated into several languages, including English und  er the title The Secretes
of the reverende Alexis of Piemont (London, 1558).

14 Probably Daniel King, writer and translator.

1 Ambrosius Macrobius, Latin writer and philosopher. ¢430 CE. His ~ Saturnalia, a
dialogue in seven books chiefly concerned with alit erary evaluation of Virgil,
incorporates valuable quotations from other writers. He also wrote a commentary
on Cicero’s Dream of Scipio, which was popular in the Middle Ages and influenced
Chaucer.

16 Saying whatever came to my mouth.

7 Terence, Roman comic dramatist, 185 BCE - 189 BCE, author of Adelph.
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The which you may English thus,

Naught ever was at first contrived so fit,
But Use, or Age, or something altered it.

Wherefore in this regard I was the more negligent thereof, but left it
unto you and your courtesy, knowing that when I had done my utmost
therein, I should never be able to please all parties; if by some I were
accepted, by others I should be rejected; I must look for as well frowns,
slights and derisions from some, as applause or countenance from others,
Quot homines tot sententice'®, so many men so many minds, wherefore
(gentle Reader) let this consideration plead for me, and be you so
favourable as to pass by my failings, and remember that the best of the
Ancients had their faults and defects, the which I could here recite, might I
justly vindicate my self by the condemnation of others. Besides, I would
have you also know I have not dwelt wholly on this subject, neither do I
wholly devote my self to any one study or Science whatsoever, or limit my
Spirit to so strait a prison, or narrow confines; I was ever of a roving
humour for matter of knowledge, and could never persuade my self I
should ever know enough of any thing: and although I am not of capacity
to attain ought but the froth or superficies of any study, yet have I
endeavoured to be aliquis in omnibus'’, though (being brought to the proof)
I should be found Nemo in singulis; wherefore let this with the preceding
prevail with you, so as that my most absurd faults may seem little or
nothing in your eye, since indeed these my Labours were penned at spare
hours, and on purpose to please my own fancy and humour, although
Providence has now made them public.

But here it may be some will carp at my writing in English; but at
such I shall only laugh: for I aim to benefit the ingenious of my own
Country, and write to their edification, not to show my self a Scholar or a
wel-willer to Foreigners: but I would fain ask such Creatures, whether
Homer that wrote in Greek, or Cicero in Latin, were not as woryour
reprehension, as I that write in English? since those were also their vulgar
tongues; or, what advantage or benefit should the people of my Nation
receive by having an unknown language delivered them? I write not to a
few, but to them all in general: But if I may be plain, the thing that most
troubles them is, their Trade will be spoiled, by reason their Jugglings and
Cheatings are beaten down, and the substantial part of the Art so plainly
divulged.

But to these men I say, let them sorrow and repent themselves of
their hypocrisy, selfendedness, pride and covetousness-the root of all evil,
and learn love, humility, charity, and to purchase unto themselves general
spirits; I know the consciences of some of them will testify unto themselves
they are herein spoken to, and presently imagine I speak in ill will to them,
being conscious to themselves they have given me sufficient cause by their
frequent disparagements of me to some of my acquaintance.

148 Terence.
% Fish out of water.
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But I appeal to an higher power to be Judge of this my action, I do
not envy or bear ill will to any of their persons, but I cannot endure to have
men pretend to promote an Art or any thing else, and yet in the mean time
act nothing less, nor nothing more then the engrossing of it wholly to
themselves: it is this, and this only that causes me in any place to hint at
them; wherefore since I know my own innocence herein, I shall be content
to let them rail and revile me at their pleasure.

It rests now I refer you to the subsequent Discourses; but first I shall
deliver unto the World a testimony of my Birth, Breeding and Life hitherto,
being be some calumniated of late, and now likely to incur more of their
bitterness by these my labours, and let not the Reader wonder I witness of
my self; for it is no more then many of the Ancients and Fathers of the
Church have done before me; besides I am not so ancient, but what I write
may by one or other also be justified.

PIT was born the thirteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord
1626 stilo Anglice’”, in the City of Westminster, in the County of Middlesex
Anglice.

My Mother was by birth of England, and were all her Predecessors,
my Father of Scotland and that of an ancient family viz. of Eighther-house,
which has flourished in great glory for 1500 years till these latter days, as the
Records there testify.

The Original of our Name was from the residence of his and my
Progenitors in the Land of Egypt, from the pleasantness of the soil where
they inhabited, or of herbs growing thereon, which therefore had the same
name, RAMESEY, in English being as much as to say Joy and Delight, and this
was in that County which is called Goshen™; from thence they came into
Germany under the conduct of the Roman Emperor, in which Wars for their
service they obtained of him in a field Argent, the Eagle sable displayed, with
one head for their coat of Arms; whence (the War being ended) being
desirous to travel, they took ship, intending for England, and being often
kept back by stress of weather and Divine Providence, they at length
resolved to take that place for their residence to Posterity where they
should be first forced to Land; and not many days after, it so happened
they were driven into an harbour in Scotland on that coast which is called
Fife, where they being but eight in number left alive, built the aforesaid
house, and called it by that name in their Language, which has since been
thus called, according to the speech of the Country, viz. [Eighther-house] It is
further recorded of them, that as they increased in number they dispersed
themselves into several Families, of the which Dalhousie is now reported the
chief, William Lord Ramesey being Earl thereof.

' The Author’s life.

" The time and place of his birth, and his parentage and family.
'3 Written in English.

'3 The original of our name and family.

"4 District of ancient EQypt east of the Nile Delta.
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But to come nearer home, when our late Sovereign Lord King
James of happy memory came to the Crown of England, he sent into France
for my Father, who was then there, and made him Page of the Bedchamber
and Groom of the Privy-chamber, and Keeper of all his Majesties Clocks and
watches; this I mention for that by some he has been termed no better then a
watchmaker; I contemn no trade or lawful vocation whatsoever, but I would
have men speak the truth; it's confest his ingenuity led him to understand
any peece of work in that nature; we read the same of Henry the 4th of
France and Lewis the 13th and many Princes and Emperors of Germany and
others, which I could (but for brevities sake) record, and therefore the king
conferred that place upon him: Now how this should prove him a
Watch-maker and no other, more then the late Earls of Pembrook ordinary
Chamberlains because they bore this office in the Kings house, do you
judge; but this by the way.

*As soon as I was of any capacity, I was put to School in St. Albones
in Hertfordshire, Bushy, Westminster, Milend-green, and other places; and
when I should have gone to Oxford, by reason of our late differences I was
prevented, and therefore being desirous to further by Learning, I
importuned my Father to send me to St. Andrews in Scotland, but there also I
was disappointed by the frequent approaches of the Marquess of Montrosse
and his Army; I therefore (rather then fail) setled in Edinburgh College,
where I continued till it pleased God to visit that Town with Pestilence, the
which at length growing very hot, I returned in April 1645 into England, and
have remained in London ever since, wholly applying my self, as ever, to the
study of Nature, and the more secret and sublime Sciences, but practised
nothing save Physic; for our homebred differences and distractions,
rending me (with many others) mean in the sight of the more inferior
Spirits of the world (for wealth and honour I perceive brings not nobleness
of mind) I would not associate my self with many men and much
acquaintance, but still lived an obscure, retired and reserved life, dedicating
myself wholly. (I say) to my book, so that I dare boldly aver
(notwithstanding I was born and bred-up all my days in and about this City
of London, save only the time I was in Scotland) I am not familiarly
acquainted with three people in all England; for such is my disposition, that
I had rather be a stranger in the Land of my Nativity (in this perverse and
rebellious Age) and to the generality of men living therein, then to my self
and my own conscience; the which so long as I may freely enjoy, I shall
never repine but be ever content with what condition, loss or change
soever, God has farther in his Wisdom and Providence decreed for me; to
whom for eternal protection I shall here commend you and remain.

5 Viz. Save of that trade to countenance and credit themselves in the Kings time, affirming
him to be their Mother; and now since by others through envy, thinking thereby to upbraid
and reproach both him and me.

15 Where the Author had his education and how he has since spent his days.

51




Die £19. .lanuarii, 1652.
Your Loving Friend,
William Ramesey.
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Upon the Authors Elaborate Pains in these his Labours.

WHO in his Writings seeks all men to please,

Is not unlike the Merchant on the Seas,
Meeting with rocks, winds, pirates, shelves and sands,
Yet boldly ventures, ere at home he lands.

His Ship ful fraught, returned safe and sound,
Discharged of Wealth, wherewith she did abound,
He sits him still, and lives at quiet ease,
Thinks the Land better then the boisterous Seas;
Even so our Friend in these ungrateful times
Has brought home learning bred in Foreign Climes,
Is sure to meet with Find-Faults for his pains,
When he seeks nought but profit to their brains
And pleasure all men; Dolts do ever pine,
When they see Learning live, and Virtue shine:
All Ages, Sorts of men, and Learned Schools
Have honoured this rare Science, save some Fools,
Who neither know, nay, will not understand
Unto what purpose God has given command
To the great Lights of Heaven, Planets and Stars,
To spew their power on these Inferiors:

I envy none, yet he’s no Friend of mine,

Who having Pearl's will cast them unto Swine.
The Commonwealth of Learning cannot flourish,
If she instead of True-born, Bastards nourish.
Some say those things are best which are in common,But in these speculations, there
is no man
Will so adjudge; For, an illiterate head,

But only taught to spell, perhaps to read
His mother Tongue, high Secrets to expound,
Mis-leading others, runs himself on ground.
But as our Merchant in some Foreign soil
Has got a precious Jewel by his toil
And industry, hoping thereby to raise
His Fortunes, brings it home, which he does praise
Unto his Friends; It they much magnify,
And some choice person does his Jewel Buy,
And much esteem it: So this Far fetcht piece
Of Heavenly Science will the Golden Fleece
Even much resemble. Th' Author honoured be,
As Jason was to all Posterity.

L.B.




On his Ever Honoured, and most Ingenious friend the unparalled
AUTHOR.

W by were not you produced in those Days
I n which Philosophers did wear the Bays?
L earning and Art in this Age are beat down!
L earning of old was had in great renown.
I n Syria, Greece and Babylonia,

A rabia, Persia, Lacedemonia,

"M ongst the Chaldeans also and Assyrians,

R enown'd Egyptians and Sydonians,

A nd Indians with our Neighbours of France
M uch honoured it, and still did it advance;
E ach then in virtue striving to exceed,

S o virtuous were they; Now in our need
E ven when it was almost forgotten quite,

Y ou were brought forth to bring it unto light. W. D.
latromathematicus.

54




On this incomparable Work, and my worthy Friend the Ingenious
AUTHOR.

What shall I of these learned Labours Write,
Or of the Author what shall I indite?
Come all ye Gods, assist this pen of mine,
Come all ye Sisters, come ye Muses Nine
Lend here your help, and let now all men know,
If they in Mysteries desire to grow,

Here they the Treasure of the East may find,
And Natural hidden causes to their mind,
How by the virtue of the glorious Stars,
Health, Sickness, Plenty, Scarcity, Peace, Wars
'Are brought to pass in their due time, and all
Things that are done in this World, great and small;
And that God worketh not preposterously,
As some men strangely have maintained,; but by
Order and Nature he brings all to pass,
Which we may clearly see as in a glass,
Could we but read the volumes of the Sky,

As here the Author clears it to the eye
Of every notion; whose elaborate pains,

Be recompensed with immortal gains:

And when he shall be taken from this place,
Let him be fixed amongst the Stars, to grace
Those Heavenly bodies and those Lamps of Light,
For he has made them glorious in our sight. I. W.
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ASTROLOGY FULLY Vindicated and Defended
FROM ALL

The Aspersions and Calumnies of the Antagonists thereof:

As also its Legality and Verity proved, both by the
Testimony of the Scriptures, Fathers, Ancients, and the confession of
Councils:

With a clear Vindication of the Authors Lux veritatis,
from the vilifying Reproaches of Dr. Homes and his Second;
and that the purity of the Science
remains still untainted, notwithstanding all their Reply.

CHAP I: Proving Astrology to be one of the Liberal Sciences.

When I first entered upon these my Labours, I thought by reason of the
bulk, and for that it had been of late traduced” by the ignorant, it would be
very convenient to prefix some Discourse which might tend both to the
vindication thereof, and the manifestation of its sublime excellency and
verity; whereupon at my spare times, I entered upon this subsequent
Discourse: upon my first conception thereof, I thought it would not have
exceeded a short Preface; but being brought forth, I perceived both for the
largeness of its bulk, and variety of discourse, it deserved rather the
denomination of a Book, which I call A Vindication of Astrology. I shall not
need to say any more thereof, only refer you to its perusal, and here begin
our matter, with the Answer of an Objection, the better to usher in our
following intentions; which is, That Astrology is none of the Liberal
Sciences, but Astronomy is. The vanity of which Objection shall be
cleared here beneath, it being indeed one and the same Art, though two
distinct parts or properties. But first, least some may question whether it be
an Art, for that, as they suppose, Aristotle in some parts of his Works seems
to deny it; yet upon better consideration, there is no rational man but will
soon find that he is so far from denying any such thing, that he speaks as
much thereof as any Astrologer can'. Look further, Aristotle Methaphysics 6
and 12 and 1 Politics chapter 7 and several other places, too tedious to relate
here. Also his 2nd De Coelo text 17 and lib. de proprietat. element. and lib. de
mundo chapter 9 and in the 4th de generatione animalium'®, chapter 10. for
there is none that is well acquainted with his manner of Writing, but knows
that he indifferently uses the Name of Astrologer and Astronomer for one and
the same; and also in other places, Astrologer and Philosopher, as making no
difference between them, which here to particularise were both tedious and
superfluous in so clear a case; and in his Physics lib 2 chapter 2 he makes no

' To have exposed to shame or blame by means of falsehood and
misrepresentation.

1% As few.

1% Aristotle makes no distinction between Astrology and Astronomy, but together with
Psysics acknowledges them all one and the same Art, though distinct parts.

' The history of animals.
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more difference between Astrology, Astronomy and Physics, then the
particular names of the head, hand and foot, &c. do make that they are
different things from the body, though distinct members, when all rational
men know that notwithstanding they are several parts, yet they all conduce
to the composition of one entire body.

161

Wherefore in my Lux veritatis™ or defence of Astrology, chap. 1. sect.
3. I bring Aristotle to affirm Astrology to be Scientia media'®, a Science between
the Mathematics and Natural Philosophy; wherefore those that find not these
very words, Scientia media, in the above said 2 of Phys. Chapter 2 if they
find so much inferred, it is sufficient to evince such carpers at Truth, to be
either void of matter of discourse, or envious, or both; when it is clear he
makes no more distinction between the one and the other, then what you

have but now heard.

I forbear here, to set down the testimony of Averroes' in his Com.
on the 12 of the Metaph. Text 44. and on the second Book of Phys. cap.2 . but
refer you to the perusal of that 3 Sect. aforesaid, where you shall also find
that in his Comment 7 of the third of his Metaph. he affirms Astrology to be a
Mathematical Art; and this is acknowledged by all the Judicious and learned;
neither do any but Fools and Novices make it a distinct Art or Science of
itself, but a part of Astronomy, Physics and Natural Philosophy, which make
up one entire Liberal Science; this is '*well known to the Learned; yet for
the satisfaction of some weak headed Momuses have I thus plainly delivered
my self, who carp and rail at what they are ignorant of.

Further Averroes, Text 44. of the 12. of the Metaph. (amongst many
more, which to insert here would make my labours of too great a bulk)
acknowledges Astrology to be an Art; but in this place, I say he has these
words, Ita autem ars propria est huic intentioni inter alins Mathematicas, quia
consider at de substantiis aeternis sensibilibus; aliae autem Scientine Mathematicae
considerant de accidentibus, ut ars Arithmetica, & Geometria.'” And in his
Comments on the 2 de Coelo, Text 58 he attributes so much to the power of
the Heavens over these inferior Bodies, that he confesses one Star to have a

! Light of truth.

1% Middle knowledge, free actions are seen by scientia media , as having for its object
something neither purely possible nor really actual, but between the two. Af orm of
divine knowledge distinguished from scientia necessaria, which has for its object
God Himself, and scientia libera which terminates upon the certainties of the world
outside of God. Scientia media is based on God's foresight of the outcome of the

free choice of man. God, by virtue of scientia media foresees possible, conditional
acts of his free creatures, and acts accordingly to bring about his will for the course

of human history. So he still causes and determines what will happen, yet in a way
which allows true freedom of action and participation on the part humanity. A

term for limited free will.

1% Also Ibn-Rushd Spanish -Arab philosopher & physician 1126 -1198.

1% Astrology one of the Liberal Sciences.

1% S0 it is a specific art for this purpose amo ngst the other forms of high knowledge
(Mathematicas), because it concerns itself with the perception of the eternal essence
(of things); other branches of knowledge concern themselves with everyday,
external matters, such as Arithmetic and Geometry.
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greater power then another: and also in the 68 Text of the same Book he
acknowledges every star to have his own particular operation, &e.

'“As touching the legality and great esteem Astrology was in the
former Ages, I shall here (for brevity sake) refer you to the perusal of the 4
Section of the 1 Chapter of my Lux veritatis, and for its Antiquity to the 5
Section of the same Chapter; for there is nothing more certain, then it has
been ever in most high esteem by all the more grave sort of Councels,
States, Kingdoms and Empires; as also by the chief and wisest sort of men
studied and maintained, it being the chief of all studies under the Sun, and
among the Learned the most coveted after.

"For though it has been (by the malicious adversaries thereof)
distinguished from Astronomy, yet (I say) by the Learned and Judicious
never; for though they are distinct parts, yet are they one entire Science,
and that, one of the seven Liberal Sciences', as you have heard; wherefore the
simplicity and ignorance of some weak-brained men who make this
distinction, ought not to be countenanced, staining and traducing thereby
the chief of Sciences that was ever studied by men; for that they, and they
only were the first that made them any wise reputed several, shall beneath
appear; for since it comes here so opportunely in my way, I will give you
(for the farther clearing of this point) the testimony of some former and
authentick Writers, though were I not confined to somewhat a narrow
bounds, I might insert most or all Writers that were any ways Judicious; but
since, verbum Sapienti sat est,'” and the case so clear and unquestioned
amongst rational men, I shall (as brief as may be) give you some, and then
proceed, that I may hasten (as has been said) to say somewhat of one that
has put forth a patcht pretended Reply to my Lux veritatis in answer to
Doctor Nathaniel Homes.

CHAP II: That Astrology and Astronomy are one and the same Science,
and that they were ever so received by the Ancients.

"I have already declared the testimony of Aristotle on this point, and if we
peruse the works of Ptolemy, we shall find also, that he makes no difference
between the one and the other; and more particularly (not to insist long
hereon) Lib.I. cap. de Quadr. & cap.3. de Quadr. he calls there the Art of
Astrology Astronomy, and the Predictions Astronomical; so confounding the
distinction of the parts with the essential name of the Science. Wherefore
though Ptolemy has, by some brain-sick men, been brought to condemn

1 Of the legality, great esteem and antiquity of Astrology standing him and unshaken for
ought all the envious carpers and ignorameouses can say.

' How Astrology and Astronomy came separated. Astrology and Astronomy one
and the same science.

'® The seven libera 1 sciences are grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry,
music and astronomy.

1 A word to the wise (is sufficient).

70 Ptolemy makes no difference between Astrology and Astronomy.
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Astrology, we see thereby the folly of such envious "and ignorant
gain-sayers of what they are altogether unknown in: for it is very strange
that he should be produced to condemn what he has taught to the world of
four Books in Folio; but such is the stupidity and perverseness of the
Antagonists thereof, that when Astrologers declare and show manifestly the
power and efficacy of the influence of the Stars, there the accuse them with
impiety and illegal practices: and when they sincerely teach not to ascribe
so much to the Stars, as to neglect these inferior causes, but to join the
consideration of the one with the other; here (not considering, nor indeed
understanding the scope and intentions of their Writings) they pick out
certain particular places of their works which they think makes for their idle
conceits and cavils to the condemnation of Astrology, and the labours of
those that herein have ’spent their whole lives for the benefit of these after
Ages; who have by us small requital of their care and pains thus to traduce
them, when they ought rather by us to be eternised with Statues of Gold,
and whole volumes of praises in perpetuum.””

"*Hermes Trismegistus also in his Centiloquium, calls the Art no other
then Astrology, and the Students Astrologers.

And Tully” also in all his Works calls the Art no other then
Astrology, never so much as once mentioning Astronomy; for the Lib 2. de
Divinitat. he makes predictions a part of Astrology, and not an Art of it self,
when he testifies of Cassander'”® and Archelaus””"”® that they were excellent in
other parts of Astrology, yet never used Predictions.

"And Pliny lib. 7.cap.37". witnesses that Berosus'’, for his Divine
Predictions in Astrology, had his Statue erected him with a golden tongue.

! The apparent folly of these men that produce Ptolemy against Astrolo  gy.

172 What the Ancients deserve at our hands for their care and pains of us; for ingratitude is
abominable.

'3 In perpetuity, forever.

74 Hermes.

1> Cicero, Marcus Tullius born January 3, 106 BCE, Arpinum, Latium [now Arpino,
Italy] died Dec. 7,43 BCE , Form iae, Latium [now Formia] Roman statesman,
lawyer, scholar, and writer who vainly tried to uphold republican principles in the
final civil wars that destroyed the republic of Rome. Primarily interested in how to
persuade people, Marcus Tullius Cicero was a writer, orator and Roman statesman
who contributed enormously to the vocabulary and use of Latin.

176 George Cassander or Cassant. (1513 —1566), Flemish theologian.

7 The last of the early cosmologists Archelaus of Athens, who was a disciple of
Anaxagoras. He is also said to have been the teacher of Socrates.

78 Tully.

7% Pliny.

1% Gaius Plinius Secundus , (23-79 EC) better known as Pliny the Elder , an ancient
important author and scientist who wrote Naturalis Historia, which appears to be
the book referred to her e. Pliny’s work was held in high esteem, particularly during
the Middle Ages. The Natural History is the only one of Pliny's seven writings to
survive antiquity entire. This work in thirty -seven books was an attempt to survey
all natural knowledge systemat ically in an unadorned style. Book 2 addresses
cosmology and astronomy. His influence waned and his works fell out of favour
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The "Septuagints' in the 47. of Isa. also make no difference of

Astrology and Astronomy, nor Astrologers and Astronomers, comprehending
them both under the name Astrologers, and the Art under the word
Astrology.

%Galen™ also, 1ib.3. cap.6. & 12. De diebus decret. contrariwise calls
the Egyptian Astrologers Astronomers.

"And again Cassiodorus comprehends the works and effects of the
Stars under the word Astronomy where he defines Astrology: so also Plato,
Philo™, and indeed all learned Writers; which, since to the Judicious this is
so well know, I shall not need here longer to insist; only shall also add this,
that Bonatus™ in his Itch. De confirm. Astrol. Scientice, makes Astrology as did

after the end of the seventeenth century. Pliny died in the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in 79 CE, famously described in letters by h is nephew.

' The name of a native historian of Babylonia and a priest of the god Bel (Bel -
Marduk). He flourished during and after the lifetime of Alexander the Great,
although the exact dates of his birth and death are unknown. He wrote a history of
Babylonia. Berosus was well versed in astronomy and astrology. Leaving
Babylonia, he settled for a while in Greece, on the island of Cos, where he opened a
school of astronomy and astrology. From there he passed to Athens where his
learning and astrological pred ictions brought him such fame that a statue with a
gilt tongue was erected in his honour in the public gymnasium.

'8 A Greek version of the Jewish Scriptures redacted in the second and third
centuries BCE by Jewish scholars and adopted by Greek speaking Ch  ristians.

18 Septuagints also.

18 Likewise Galen.

'® The physician and philosopher Galen was born in 129 CE. Galen became a
therapeutes or attendant of the healing god Asclepius, whose sanctuary was an
important cultural centre. Although it was planned that he would study
philosophy or politics he was told in a dream to study medicine. Much of his
medical career was spent in Rome. His public lectures and anatomical
demonstrations brought him to the attention of the consular Flavius Boethius, and
through him t o the notice of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius. He died sometime after
210 CE. He was one of the most prolific and influential of ancient medical writers.
His extant works fill some twenty volumes in Greek. Other works survive only in
Arabic or Medieval Latin translations. Galen's works fall into three main categories:
medical, philosophical, and philological.

186 And the same does Cassiodurua, Plato and Philo.

'¥ Flavius Magnus Aurelius Cassiodorus Senator, born circa 490 CE, died circa 585
CE, was a statesman and monk, leaving behind a substantial and varied body of
literary work.

'® Philo of Alexandria, a Hellenised Jew, is a figure that spans two cultures, the
Greek and the Hebrew. Philo produced a synthesis of both traditions developing
concepts for future He llenistic interpretation of messianic Hebrew thought,
especially by Clement of Alexandria, Christian Apologists like Athenagoras,
Theophilus, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and by Origen. In the process, he laid the
foundations for the development of Christian ity in the West and in the East, as we
know it today. Born around 30 BCE, Philo describes in his works a worldview
based on the central idea of the Logos. In this cosmology, Philo refers to God as the
Intelligible or Spiritual Sun, and the Logos, his offsp ring, as "the Son of God."

'® Bonatus [Bonatti], Guido (1230 - 1300) Bonatus wrote a book on astronomy and a
theory of the planets as well as books on astrology. He was reputed to have made
an apothecary wealthy by fashioning a wax image of a ship endowed  with magic
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Aristotle (as you have already heard) a part of Astronomy in these words,
Astronomia est Sciencia per quam non solum prccsentium. verum etiam
pre-teritorum ac futurorum habetur cognitio '*. Astronomy is a Science by which
not only present things but what is past and to come may be known. Here
you see by these words he comprehends Astrology under the name and
word Astronomy. And then as I have said in the following words, shows it is
a part of the same Art; definitur etiam alio modo, viz. In duas partes sive species
ipsius breviter, contemplativam scilicet & activam que Bunt Astrologia &
Astronomia. It is defined also another way, viz. divided into two parts or
kinds, to wit, contemplative and active, which are Astrology and Astronomy.

Thus you see here what difference the Ancients have made betwixt
the one part and the other; and he in that same chapter further shows how
they differ, where he says, In quo dierunt ist ce duce partes dicam tibi, in what
these two parts differ I shall show you; and so forward; wherefore then this
being apparently manifest, I shall not here spend more time or trouble you,
referring you for further satisfaction to his twelfth chapter, where he shows
clearly both the parts and species of Astronomy; and I believe an artificer is
best able to deliver a definition of his own Art, and rather to be believed
then one altogether ignorant therein, which that man must needs be, that
will be so peremptorily base and impudent, or rather imprudent, as to deny
what is thus confessed by all Ancient and Authentic writers of this heavenly
and most delectable and admired Science; neither upon due consideration
will any man find the knowledge of the motions, which is one part of the
Science, to be of much use or validity without the true understanding of
their effects, &c.!

And here also I may add one word to that fourth Section of my first
chapter, I have referred you to, that he also in his next chapter, viz, the
thirteenth, witnesses that Abraham taught the Egyptians his Art, and that
Atlas who was afterwards so excellent therein that it was thought of him, he
was a God, and therefore was supposed (through his excellency in his
knowledge therein) to support the Heavens on his shoulders.

properties. He became the most famous astrologer of his time: In 1233 he was
engaged in a public debate in Bologna with friar Giovanni Schio da Vicenza (? -
1260), a vigorous opponent of astrology. Guido Bonatti left us an astrological
compilatio n, entitled Decem continens tractatus astronomiae, which survives in a
large number of codices and which was printed three times.

% See also his 14 chap. Where under the word Astronomy, as you may see in the Contents of
the chapter, he proves Astrology to be one of the Liberal Sciences.

1 Astronomy of no great use or validity without Astrology.
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CHAP III: Containing the Excellency and Nobility of the Science of
Astrology, as also its Antiquity, and the admirable power and virtue of
the Heavens.

"Look also into the Preface of Gerson his Trilogium Astrologice Theologizatce
(who reduces in that piece Astrology to Divinity) and you shall find that he
acknowledges it an admirable and Noble Science, revealed to Adam the first
Patriarch by God, and so to his posterity; Ergo, most lawful, and to be desired
above all Sciences in the World, not being either Diabolical, Illegal, opposite to
trust or confidence of God, but indeed rather a great means to acquaint us
with his Heavenly and incomprehensible divine self, when by the motions
and constant influences of the Celestial bodies, we know the corruption,
generation and procreation of all things in this Elementary world, and so
contemplate and talk or converse daily and hourly with him who is not to
be beheld by frail mortal eyes, or flesh, nor to stand in the immediate
presence of that dreadful omnipotent God, whose voice alone is a
consuming fire, &c. Gersons words (I say) are Propterea non est hoc negandum
de Astrologia, quam esse Scientiam Nobilem, & admirabilem, primo Patriarche™”
Adam, & sequacibus revelatam, Theologia non abnegat. Wherefore it is not to
be denied of Astrology, but to be a Noble and admirable Science, revealed
first to Adam and his posterity, Divinity refuses or denies not; for there is
nothing more certain then that God has in his secret wisdom so disposed of
the constitution of the Celestial bodies, that his Will by their operations and
several influences is acted and performed thereby; so that to the end of the
world it is fore-ordained and decreed by him to be so performed and
accomplished by them, according to the opinion and excellent judgement
of P.de riaco,” who in his Concordance of Astrology with Divinity, proves
the Flood, Sects, Schisms and other most notable accidents to be signified in
"Heaven long before; and this is confirmed also by Gerson, who in his
second Proposition, acknowledged Heaven to be (as indeed it is) the Instrument
of God, whereby he governs this corruptible and inferior Elementary world. And
further says he, Erraverunt hic aliqui, dicentes coelum mnihil agere, sed

12 Astrology first revealed to the first man Adam by God himself; not Diabolical or
illegal, but most lawful and most to be desired of all natural Sciences. A greatm  eans
to draw us to God and acquaint us with his Divine incomprehensible self.

'On account of this astrology is not to be denied, that it is a noble and admirable science, to
the first patriarch.

1% Probably Pierre d’Ailly (Petrus de Allaco) 1350 -1420. In his in his Concordance of
Astronomy with History he attempts to show that the dates of the main events of
history can be determined by astronomical calculations. He also wrote
Vigintiloquium or Concordantia astronomie cum theologia (Concordance of
astrolog y with theology) in 1414. In this he listed these components of

superstitious or false astrology: '"1. The belief that all future events precede by fatal
necessity from the stars; 2. The mingling of superstitious magic arts with astrology;

3. The placing of free will and matters solely under divine or supernatural control
within astrology's power.

% Noah's flood, Sects, Schisms, and other accidents foreknown and signified by the
Heavens. The Heavens is God's influence by which he governs and rules this
Elementary World. The Heavens have many and diverse virtues and obey the
Commandment of God.
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tantummodo signum esse, allegantes illud, & erunt in signa & tempora.'” They
err who think the Heavens do nothing, but are only for signs, alleging that,
and they shall be for signs and seasons, &c. For he further in the third
Proposition, says and approves it to be a probable and subtle opinion, that
God foreknowing the chances of men, had described certain agreeable tokens in
Heaven, concurring with the course of the world even to the day of judgement. By
this I say is my words, and the opinion of P.de Ariaco confirmed; and in the
fourth Proposition, he declares that Heaven has received many and diverse
virtues of God, according to the variety of the parts of the Stars, of the Planets and
of the motions of them, though not comprehended by all men; and so forward he
testifies, that they obey the commandment of God: But this by the way; let us
now proceed.

CHAP IV: That the Heavens and Stars have influence on inferior and
Elementary things, Proved by Scripture or the word of God; And
acknowledged by Philosophers, and the learned in former ages.

Let us now then, (having cleared this Objection, viz. That Astronomy is an
Art or one of the Liberal Sciences, but not Astrology, and proved that they are
one and the same Science, though distinct parts, and that they were
distinguished but of late times by ignorant cavillers against it,) prove that
the Heavens have influence together with the Stars, on Elementary and
sublunary things; being also by many unknown in the works of God, (not
to use a harsher term) denied to have any.

""That the Heavens have a great and strong influence on sublunary
Elementary things, as touching sterility and fertility, which we shall here
begin first with, there is none but who are mostimpious, will dare to deny,
since the Word of God himself shows us the truth thereof: for first if you
look into the 26 of Leviticus, verse 19 you shall find there, the Lord
threatening his children with sterility for disobedience, says, I will make your
Heaven as Iron, and your Earth as Brass; viz. The "*Heavens shall not duly by
their influence distil those comfortable showers of fertility, they shall be had
as Iron, and your earth as brass, that it shall not receive any impression there
from, &c. And so likewise on the contrary, when of his infinite Goodness
and Mercy he promises plenty, he says, I will hear the Heavens, and the
Heavens shall hear the earth, and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the
oil, and they shall hear *Jezreel, Hos.2.21,22. So that hereby you see clearly a
dependency of the earth on the Heavens, and their influence; Jezreel the
people of the Lord, when their ways shall please him, shall be heard by the
corn, wine, and oil, viz. all sufficient necessaries, they being comprehended
under these words; and these having their dependency as it were from the
earth, as growing out of it, shall be heard or assisted by it, or furthered to its

1% Ramesey will later suggest that the heavens do have a physical power of their
own; the 'signs and seasons' reference is to Genesis, 1.14.

"7 The Heavens or influenc e of the first cause of Fertility and Sterility.

8 Of Sterility.

9 Of Fertility.
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utmost ability; but all this will not do, without the Heavens hear or assist the
earth with its sweet influence; nor then, except God the disposer and orderer
of all things, hear and give his blessing to the Heavens; so that *’hereby we see
God most clear in the order and disposal of nature, who is the first moving
and efficient cause, to whom all causes are but subordinate; yet you see that
next unto himself the Stars are secondary causes, and from him immediate
causes of all our earthly enjoyments or afflictions; for what causes that
amongst corn, the ground being diligently tilled and painfully mannured
by the Husband-man, and the Corn sowed herein being clean and pure,
from other mixedure of seeds; what causes, I say, that yet notwithstanding,
there will several flowers both blue, red, and purple, grow amongst it, also
out of the same seed, Darnel,™ solders, and smutty gear? if this be not
occasioned through and by the influence of the Heavens, it is occasioned by
nothing in the whole fabric of the world. But yet for further confirmation
hereof, the 33 of Deut.v.l4. you see, does manifestly make it apparent, where
the whole influence of the Heavens, and the increase of all Vegetatives are
attributed to the Sun and Moon, viz. For the precious fruits brought forth by the
Sun, and for the precious things put or thrust forth by the Moon.

*?Again we see clearly in many places of Scripture, the stars are
called the Hosts of Heaven, which certainly would never have been thus
named, were they of no force and efficacy, the word hosts intimating their
power and strength; see 2 King.chap.17.ver.16™” and chap.2l.ver.3.5>* and
chap.23.ver.4, 57 &c. So likewise God himself expressing his omnipotent and
irresistible power and force, he is called the Lord of Hosts, Isa. 24.v.23%

2 God is seen in the order of nature and in his works.

1 A weedy annual grass that often occurs in grain fields and other cultivated land,
the seeds of which are sometimes con sidered poisonous. A type of rye grass.

2 Fyrther that the Stars have influence.

%3 And they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made them
molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all the host of
heaven, and served Ba'al.”

4“3, For he built up again the high places which Hezeki'ah his father had
destroyed; and he reared up altars for Ba'al, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of
Israel; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. 4. And he built
altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD said, In Jerusalem will I put
my name. 5. And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the
house of the LORD. “

5“4 And the king commanded Hilki'ah the high priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the
LORD all the vessels that were made for Ba'al, and for the grove, and for all the
host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and
carried the ashes of them unto Beth -el. 5. And he put down the idolatrous priests,
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the
cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned
incense unto Ba'al, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the
host of heaven.”

26 “Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of
hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients
gloriously.”
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[s.23.9” and chap.22.v.5®.12*".14, 15*°, 25", and many several other
places which are worth the while to peruse.

But further to put this matter quite out of doubt, viz. That the stars
have their influence on Elementary bodies, see Deut.4.19°". where you see
clearly they are for the use of man divided or imparted unto all Nations under
the Sun, by which if any man shall conclude and affirm is meant their light,
or that distinction which they cause between day and night, and of seasons;
I must needs tell him his conclusions is very weak, since we have so small
use of their light either in the day or night, that it may very well be counted
none at all; and as touching that distinction of days and seasons, the Sun and
Moon would be sufficient for that matter without those innumerable Hosts
of Heaven the stars: therefore the use of the stars must in this place have a
further construction.

**Moreover that their influences have power and extend to the
temperature of men, appears Matth.17.14’". where the lunatic is offered
unto Christ to be healed, whose distemper, as experience and common
example shows, follows the course of the Moon, and to the success of mens
affairs, does yet further appear by Judg.5.20°°. where it is recorded that the
stars in their courses fought against Sisera, of the which more anon, as also that
passage in the 38 of Job™*, and the 19 Psalm® as touching the Pleiades and
Orion, and that the Heavens declare the glory of God, their voice or language of the
stars being gone through the Whole earth, &c.

%7 “The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring
into contempt all the honourable of the earth.”

% “For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord
GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down th e walls, and of crying to the
mountains.”

2% “And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning,
and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth:”

21014, And it was revealed in mine ears by the LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity
shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts. 15. Thus saith
the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which
is over the house, and say,”

1 “And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's h  ouse, the offspring
and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the
vessels of flagons.”

2 “and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and
the Moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to
worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all
nations under the whole heaven.”

*® The influence of the stars extends to the temperature of men as were in Lunatic. To the
success of men’s affairs a Iso though denied by some. The influence of the stars acknowledged
by Philosophers.

214 “ And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man,
kneeling down to him, and saying,”

15 “They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses foug ht against Sis'era.”

26 31 “Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Plei'ades, or lose the bands of
Orion?”

7 1. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his
handiwork”
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Thus have we clearly seen the influence of the stars proved by the
Word of God; how they were esteemed in former ages by all Philosophers,
Emperors, Kings, and the nobler spirited people you may see if you will have
regard to the 4 Sec. chap. I. of my Lux Veritatis, where you may see not only
the great esteem the Art was in amongst all wise and learned men in former
ages, but also the names of the chief Patriarchs, Fathers, Philosophers,
Emperors, and Kings that were students herein; which notwithstanding the
pretended arguments of the envious against it, stands unshaken, as will
appear to any that shall peruse it, comparing it with the pretended Repliers
discourse; therefore here I shall refer you thereunto, being desirous to be as
short as possibly I can.

CHAP V: Showing that observation may be made of the Stars motions,
in answer to those that hold it impossible for any man in his days to
observe the particular configurations of every Planet, with the fixed

Stars, and with one another; as also that thereby we may discern their

influence if we have any capacity.

I Shall here therefore now show, that observations will clearly evince us
that the Stars have admirable influence on these inferior and elementary
things; for though it be most certain that the Heavens make not their
Revolution under 36,000 years, yet is its variation so slow, as that it depends
upon the motion of the fixed Stars; so that before there can be any great
difference worth speaking of, the same constellations may be often
observed in particular, though not in the whole; for the fixed Stars
according to the nearest account of our late Writers, or the Sphere in which
they are, move not above one degree, which is 60 minutes in 72 years, in
which time there is none, but who are altogether ignorant, that cannot
make sufficient observation of every constellation worth noting for the
confirmation of their influence; for though they move from East to West
once in 24 hours, so making this Diurnal Revolution 366 times in a year, yet
since in respect of the motion of this Sphere from West to East these 366
Revolutions causes not a minutes difference; it must needs follow that the
very same fixed stars do rise, culminate, set, and lie in the same Circle of
position, and also may be in *’configuration of the Sun, and any of the
other Planets, and that so exactly in one and the same place or part of
Heaven, that it is impossible with any instrument to discern any variation
either in the longitude, latitude, declination, right or oblique ascension
thereof; so that hereby it is clear the nature of any star may be found out,
and be exactly known.

*But now as touching the Planets; first, we attribute, as is clear to
every vulgar notion most power and efficacy to the Sun, next to the Moon,
then to Venus, and so to Mercury, and next to Jupiter and Saturn, and lastly
to Mars; this (I mean) in relation to their motion with the Sun; for by how

18 Observation reaches us the stars influence.
" That the true n ature of the Stars may be known and how.
20 The power of the Planets.

66




much the light of the Planets to us is greater and their motion swifter, by so
much are their operations necessarily the more apparent and manifest to us
or our sense: we prefer Venus before Mercury, for that though he be swifter,
yet is she the greater, and so consequently of more efficacy: and the reason
why Mars is of least note, or most obscure unto us, is, for that he is less then
Saturn and Jupiter, who are preferred before him, and moves in so large and
great an Epicycle, that he seldom rancounters with the Sun.

?'And we know that the Moon (as I have said in chapter 4 of my Lux
Veritatis, section 2) finishes her course through the Zodiac every 28. days
and some odd hours, viz. twelve times in a year; by which we may, and do
plainly perceive her configurations, viz. Conjunction, Sextile, Trine, Square
and Opposition with every Star in the whole Heavens, both fixed and
errant’”, and thereby their nature and mixture often to be known and

discerned, and that very certainly.

The Sun, Venus and Mercury also, do every year once finish their
course, so that also hereby every year we may, and do plainly see and find
out their own specific nature, and the properties of the other Stars, viz. fixed,
as also their mixedures, and that before any sensible error can be made by
the motion of the Starry Sphere.

P Again, Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, although they are (by reason of
their superiority) of slower motion, yet does it neither any ways hinder, but
that their effects may easily and soon (as also their mixedures among
themselves and the fixed-stars) be known; for though Saturn be 29. years
some odd months and days, making his revolution, or running his course
through the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, Jupiter twelve years, Mars three years;
yet by reason of their long continuance in every sign, as also by their
retrogradations, stations and directions coming often to the conjunction of
the Stars in the Sign wherein they are, and to the Aspects of others in other
Signs, we cannot but often and plainly be taught to perceive the several
influence of every star in the whole Zodiac without the least sense or error,
especially since the Luminaries also, the Sun and Moon in the mean time
come to them, and so make commixture of their influence, yearly and
monthly.

240f all which the Student in Astrology cannot be ignorant, if he but
warily observe his Authors, who have sufficiently and largely declared
them all unto him, as they by observation, and frequent practice have both
been found out and approved by them to be most effectually true from Age
to Age; yet if you best so curious (as I could wish you were, and all other
ingenious souls) as that you will make particular observation thereof your
self, you may see that before the Starry Heaven moves a degree, Saturn,
who is the very slowest of the Planets, finishes his course, and comes to

! The significations of the influence of the Stars are soon found out in relation to
their configurations with the Moon, with the Sun, Venus and Mercury.

2 Travelling.

2 In relation to th e configurations of Saturn, Jupiter and Mars with them.

** The Influence of the Stars taught at large by former Astrologers.
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Conjunction, Sextile, Square, Trine or Opposition of every particular Star, of
every particular magnitude, in every particular of the twelve Signs of the
Zodiac twice; and Jupiter six times, Mars 24 times; the Sun, Venus, and
Mercury 72 times, and the Moon 864 times or there abouts; but oftener and
more frequently they meet with one another (I mean the Planets as the great
Conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter happens once in twenty years; of Saturn
and Mars once in two years, &c. So that particular observation of their
effects may easily, and that in a mans life be both observed and known
distinctly, I say, if any be thus curious.

Thus far chiefly, to clear the point I intend here next to insist upon,
viz. That the Stars and their influence have power over all sublunary things;
least some should (as of late they have) render themselves ridiculous to
posterity, in denying both their effects and power, or at least, in affirming
man (if they have any) is not able to comprehend the depth thereof, &c.

CHAP VI: That the variation of the Heavens from their places wherein
they wherein Ptolemy’s time, or at the first Creation, causes no erring
in Astrological Judgements.

And first, since it is objected by some, That the true effects of the stars
cannot be known by us, for that Ptolemy, whom we account as a chief
Doctor amongst us in the delivering the mysteries and instructions of this
Art, writ so long since, that the Heavens are gone some whole degrees from
their places, they were in at his time, and therefore the same Rules will not
now hold which he delivered.

*For the answering of this Objection, I should do well to say no
more then this, that it is altogether weak, and occasioned through
ignorance, &c. and not trouble my self further to answer what needs no
answer; but least those for whom I have undertaken these my labours,
should then, for that they are not well grounded in the Art, think this Goliah
to be more then it is; I shall say thus much, that Ptolemy tied us not by his
Writings to be confined to use his Rules for those places the Signs were in at
that time; but thus, Saturn in Aries signifies so and so, where ever Aries be
removed; for it is the nature of the Sign the Planet is in, that causes him to
have such and such a signification, not the place where the Sign is, in
respect of the Revolution of the Starry Sphere; for then we (making no such
observation for the direction of our Judgements) should never be able to
predict any thing of certainty; besides if this had been necessary, Ptolemy
would have taught us accordingly, and also have directed the precepts of
the Art to have dependency on the place of the Heavens at the Creation,
which were as far removed before his time as they have been since; so that
since the first Creation of all things, Aries the first sign (and so consequently
uniformly all the rest in that Starry Sphere) is removed and revolved in the

3 Answer. The motion of the Heavens since Ptolemy’s time, not indeed since the full
Creation, Is any cause of error in Astrologers j udgments in this our Age.
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course of its motion near upon three whole signs, according to Ticho™ his
Account, which if this were of any, or the least moment (as I have said) we
should never possibly be able (having no regard thereunto) to foretell any
thing with certainty; But our Rules run on another strain (as hasbeen said)
viz. a Planet in such a Sign, signifies so and so, let it be by its revolution
where it will, &c. But this we find daily certain, and the other consequently
then of no efficacy; as for example.

We see clearly, and that to be testified by every vulgar notion, that
when the Sun comes into the Equinoctial point of Aries, the Spring
forthwith begins to show it self; every thing by its humidity and temperate
heat, being thereby made to flourish, and as it were to rise again from the
dead, which have by the tedious blasts of the Hyemnal *’Air been kept in
obscurity; and this without respect to the place where Aries was in Ptolemy’s
time, or at the first Creation; which neither then at that time had any other
but the same efficacy now they have, though they may be intended or
remitted by the conjunctions and configurations of the Planets, or by the
variation of their declination, as they dart their beams more or less down
perpendicularly upon us, and so work more or less powerfully at one time
then another in the same place.

So likewise when he enters into the first Solstice, or the Tropic of
Cancer (he being then nearest our Zenith) causes Summer; in the second
Equinoctial, Libra, Autumn; in the last Tropic, Capricorn, Winter, &c.

¢ Tyge (Latinized as Tycho) Brahe was born on 14 December 1546 in Skane, then
in Denmark, now in Sweden. He was the eldest son of Otto Brahe and Beatte Bille,
both from families in the high nobility of Denmark. He was brought up by his
paternal uncle Jérgen Brahe and became his heir. He attended the universities of
Copenhagen and Leipzig, and then travelled through the German region, studying
further at the universities of Wittenberg, Rostock, and Basel. During this period his
interest in alchemy and astronomy was aroused, and he bought several
astronomical instruments. In a duel with another student, in Wittenberg in 1566,
Tycho lost part of his nose. For the rest of his life he wore a metal insert over the
missing part. He return ed to Denmark in 1570. In 1572 Tycho observed the new star
in Cassiopeia and published a brief tract about it the following year. In 1574 he gave
a course of lectures on astronomy at the University of Copenhagen. He was now
convinced that the improvement o f astronomy hinged on accurate observations.
After another tour of Germany, where he visited astronomers, Tycho accepted an
offer from the King Frederick II to fund an observatory. He was given the little
island of Hven in the Sont near Copenhagen, and the re he built his observatory,
Urauburg, which became the finest observatory in Europe. Tycho designed and
built new instruments, calibrated them, and instituted nightly observations. He also
ran his own printing press. Many scholars visited the observatory, and Tycho
trained a generation of young astronomers there in the art of observing. After a
falling out with King Christian IV, Tycho packed up his instruments and books in
1597 and left Denmark. After travelling several years, he settled in Prague in 1599  as
the Imperial Mathematician at the court of Emperor Rudolph II. He died there in
1601. His instruments were stored and eventually lost.

7 The aforesaid objection cleared by example.
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*®But to put this matter quite out of doubt, let us but observe when
the Sun comes into the Sign Taurus, and stirs up the virtue of the Pleiades
and Hyades in that sign, and the Hoedi to the North thereof, and Orion to the
South, as also Arcturus then setting; and we shall see these Constellations
(being naturally violent and tempestuous) do raise Southern and moist
winds for certain days together, watering the earth, and causing those seeds
and vegetables (not before to be discerned) to spring forth and appear; and
this has not only been delivered unto us from Antiquity, but we every year
(towards the latter end of that month, we vulgarly call April) find it by
experience most true: Hence that old English Proverb, even amongst the
illiterate that know nothing of the cause, April showers, bring Mayflowers.

Again when the Sun rises with the Dog-star, we see it causes many
infirmities, and vehemence of heat, so that Hipoc. Aphor. 4,5, says,
Medicines are hard, or obnoxious that are administered under the Dog-star;
likewise we see Dogs at this time apt to run mad, the Sea to be troubled,
and all Creatures whatsoever in one sort or other perplexed; and this is
known commonly to all the vulgar, as well as the learned, and therefore
needs not farther to be amplified: yet in some Summers, this time is not so
contagious as again in other years, which happens according to the places
and configurations of the Luminaries with the **other Planets and fixed Stars,
according to their intentions and remissions, neither cold nor heat
proceeding from the absence or presence of the Sun, as some weakly
conceive; for then all Summers would be alike hot, as also all Winters alike
cold, since the Sun keeps his constant motion, and is never more elongated
nor appropriated, one year then another. And this we see also every year
when the Sun comes near the 18 Degree of Cancer, wherein the little or lesser
Dog is, notwithstanding the Revolution of the Starry Sphere; for otherwise
it would be about the time he is in the 27 Degree of Gemini, which is about
the latter end of that month we commonly term May.

®Lastly, and with this I shall conclude as touching this point, and
then proceed: There is no man that has any knowledge in Astrology, but can
affirm, that the Weather will be tempestuous, stormy and turbulent, Saturn
going out of one Sign into another, according to Hermes, Centil.33. and
other sayings of the Ancients, which if to be observed as they were just at
the time Ptolemy writ, or at the first Creation, it will now be when he is in
the middle, or towards the latter end of a sign, as the signs are now; for that
Aries is now in our times very far in Taurus, or where Taurus was in
Ptolemy’s time; but this hinders or varies no more the Influence of the
Heavens from their natural properties and inclinations, then to affirm a
Faggot™ or any other combustible thing will not burn, although it be put
into the fire, because it is not in a Chimney, or any such whimsical
assertion, &c. wherefore let us now show the power of their Influence, and
so discharge our former promise, since it here so fitly offers it self.

¥ Manifested by common experience.

* Farther yet manifest.

0 Why the Dog Days are not all years alike contagious.
B A third manifestation thereof.

2 Bundle of twigs used to set fires.
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*What has been already said is sufficient to satisfy any man who is
not disposed, or given over to obstinacy, of the verity and certainty of
Astrology: but for farther satisfaction, I think good yet to proceed to some
particular effects of the Stars, that God may be glorified in his Works, being
himself the first moving cause of all their wonderful operation, that we may
(according to the Apostle) see him in his Works, though not worthy to
behold him as he is in himself, nor indeed able, so long as we carry this
earth Tabernacle about us unchanged and unglorified.

First then, because we are to hasten to say somewhat to a pretended
reply to my Lux Veritatis, least this first Book swell to a bigger bulk then I
would willingly have it: I shall briefly speak of the Planets first, and then of
the fixed Stars, or as they are both joined together, and so hasten to a
conclusion.

CHAP VII: Showing the powerful influence of the Stars and Planets,
and how far we are to have regard to the fixed Stars.

Moreover, having then seriously considered what has been said, it is clear
to every capacity, that by consequence, according to the account of Ticho,
the annual motion of the stars, not being above 58 seconds, and 58. thirds; it
is most palpably clear, that all that while, they rise with the same degree of
the Zodiac unto which the Sun yearly coming, at times prefixed and known,
further by their presence the work and effects of the Sun, after one and the
same manner, and so do not of themselves at all betoken plenty or scarcity
more in one year then another; but this variety and change (as also the
generation and corruption of all things) **is to be referred to those stars that
have diverse motions, viz. the Planets, and this there is none that is
Composmentis® will show themselves so ridiculous as to deny; for by
means of their various motions, they being particular Agents, apply their
virtue and influence diversely on these inferior bodies; causing thereby the
difference of the plenty of one year over another, &c. So that hereby the
weakest Judgement may soon discern that the diversity of plenty and
scarcity between one year and another, depends not on the rising or setting
of the fixed Stars, but on the commixture of the Influence of the Planets with
them; wherefore we see Clem. Alex™. in his Eglogues does not only make

3 The Stars causes next under God the first moving cause. By the study of the stars we see
God in his works.

* The fixed stars no cause of pl enty, or scarcity of themselves: but the Planets by reason of
their various motions are. Dearth, plenty, drought, plagues, alterations of the air; the course
of Navigation and Husbandry, also the rule and sole government of the earth, all accidents
thereinaserbled to the influence of the planets.

3 Of sound mind.

# Titus Flavius Clemens was born in the mid second century, probably of pagan
Athenian parents. In the latter part of that century, after years of travel and study
under a variety of masters, he me t Panteenus, the head of the Catechetical School.
Clement became an instructor around 190, and eventually became the school's
leader. He left Alexandria around 202/203 as a result of the persecution under
Severus, and died a few years later (after 211 but b efore 217) in Asia Minor.
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the Stars signs, foretelling the changes of the Air, and plenty, dearth,
plagues, drought, &c. and in his Strom. [ib.6. necessaries to direct the course
of Husbandry and Navigation, but also in the same sixth Book a little
further, in his discourse of the seven Planets, he ascribes the Rule and
Government of the Globe of the earth thereunto, testifying farther that the
Chaldeans by them, did judge of the future events of all things appertaining
to this frail life; and also, of Accidents to come. Look more Ptol. Iib.I.cap.2. de
Quadrip. where may be seen the several operations of the Planets and fixed
stars in and over all Nations, Countries and People, and the reason of their
several Customs, Laws, Manners, and Inclinations.

Thus much for the general, since you have already heard that their
force and power may be and is known by observation; wherefore to
descend to particulars.

*7If we have regard first to the Sun, we shall find that the power of
the Sun, and the quality of the Heavens cause the inhabitants of the Torrid
Zone, to be black; such are they which we call vulgarly Blackmoors, or
Negroes, and causes them also to be of constitution Choleric, their hair
curled, of mean stature by reason of the temperature of their bodies, which
is hot and dry; Look Ptol.lib.2. cap.2. de quadripar. We further know the Sun
does also tan even us in this our climate; and is the cause also of Spring,
Summer, Autumn, and Winter, day and night; and the chief cause of the
generation of all living creatures, but more especially those which proceed
from putrefaction, &c. (every one knows) brings also to maturity all the
fruits of the earth, and extimulates all creatures to the act of generation for
the procreation of their several kinds. But to be short, that 33. of
Deut.ver.14**. before mentioned, and the testimony of Moses, Gen.1.14.”’ (of
which anon) that the Sun and the Moon were constituted for signs and
seasons, as well as other stars, is clear. We know also he is of a drying and
attractive Nature, That Chronic diseases follow his course, as acute and
sharp the course of the Moon, cum multis aliis*’; but here I shall pass them
by, since there is no Peasant but can acquaint us with some one effect or
other of this clearly, by experience known unto him.

*'And who is so ignorant but knows that the Moon has a great
influence on the ebbing and flowing of the Sea? which every waterman on

Clement was a prolific writer. He wrote the Miscellanies (Stromateis), the Outlines,
the Address to the Greeks, the Peedagogus, and a series of shorter works. The
Address, and the Peedagogus were designed to introduce non Christians  to the
faith; the former is a collection of philosophical reflections and notes.

7 That the Sun has influence.

#¥and for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things
put forth by the moon,”

#?“And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the
day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and
years:”

2 No end to the Moon.

! The Moon object Answer. Why there is no tides or such as can hardly be discerned in the
Atlantic seas. Why there are no tides in fresh waters, and why in some places there are no
tides.
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the Thames can justify; but if some urge, that in the Atlantic sea there is no
Tides, and so think by this their ignorance, to make ought against this most
heavenly Art, they are mistaken; for as touching this their idle and vain
conceit, I shall not need for the answering thereof, use many words, butlet
them know, that by reason of the profundity and vast wideness of those
seas, I must confess, little or no Tide can be discerned; yet is it most
probable, there is an increase and decrease of that current, as I shall appeal
to all the learned in Navigation; for by reason of the indisposition of the
subject, the influence (I must confess) of the Moon is not so much discerned
as in other things, as all moist and watery bodies; that she wholly, rules as
in fresh water, by reason of the rarity and subtlety thereof, she not having
that fit subject to work on, which is requisite, causes no Tide there; also
expert Navigators can testify, that in some places of the Ocean, Tides are
letted by the strength of a contrary Current, &c. But there is no female of
twenty one years of age, though some at sixteen, nay sooner, but can testify
its effects on their bodies, by causing their menstrues once a month; this
they find by experience, though perhaps all know not the cause or reason
thereof; you have already heard her influence on lunatics, causing their fits
sometimes to be more grievous then again at other times; wherefore then if
we further look to shell-fish, we shall see clearly that they are made by her
diverse illuminations of or with the Sun, both to increase and decrease (this
there is no Oyster-wench®* but knows) the same effect she has in the
humours of all bodies sublunary. And there is none so ignorant but knows
also, that those who sleep in the open fields in Moon-light-nights, she fills
them with dullness and heavy drowsiness, and their heads with moisture;
moreover flesh newly slain, being hung forth in moon-light-nights, does
soon putrefy; and Peas sown in the increase of the Moon, never leave
blooming and blossoming; and that she is the cause of critical days*?, and
also judicial, you have had shown you in my Lux Veritatis; wherefore here I
shall not insist thereon, but refer you thereunto; and to Galen de diebus
decretoriis™; and you shall there find what admirable virtue and power he
assigns her over all alterations of Air and other inferior Elementary things,
as well as over diseases, especially acute, &c. And not only shell-fish and the
humours in men and women do increase and decrease according to her
increase and wane, but also the Brain of man and other living creatures.

Again, there is no Sow-gelder™ but can justify he observes the age
and configurations of the Moon with the Sun, for gelding of Cattle; and
every husband-man or Peasant knows that it is very useful for him to
observe a time of the Moon to put his cattle to engender; and as it is
reported by Gesner™ in his 300 page of beasts, Democritus™ affirms that if a

2 Literally a woman who deals with oysters, or simply a girl or young woman.
Implies a woman of a low or servant status, a wanton woman.

3 Critical points that affec t recovery from illnesses are on the 7th, 14th, 21st, and
28th days, which mirror the phases of the Moon.

** Galen on decisive days - i.e. critical days.

5 One who castrates sows, in other words one who has a useless occupation.

#6 Conrad or Konrad Gesner (S witzerland born March 26, 1516, Ziirich died Dec.
13,1565, Ziirich was a Swiss physician and naturalist, best known for his systematic
compilations of information on animals and plants. Gesner was probably the
greatest naturalist of his age. Between 1551 and 1558, Gesner published a four
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Horse cover a Mare the third day before the full Moon, the Mare shall
*conceive a male foal; if the third day after the Full, a female; and also in
*his 207 page testifies that Pliny™’ (knowing the strange secret operation of
the Moon in Elephants) does as it were ascribe a kind of Religion in this
creature; for from the Change of the Moon till the prime and appearance
thereof, they take boughs from off the Trees, and first look or lift them up to
Heaven, and then look upon, or towards the Moon, which they many times
together do as it were in a supplication or adoration thereof. He further
relates of the Baboon, who by the influence of the Sun and Moon on him in
the equinoctial times of the year, barks every hour once; viz. twelve times a
day, and as often pisses; and at the® Change of the Moon, the male Baboon
will neither look up, or eat, but in a forlorn condition (through the sense of
that conjunction of the Luminaries) goes up and down; and the female
purging her self of abundance of blood: But this is further handled in the
fourth chapter of the second Book of this Volume, viz. That which we call
the Introduction: wherefore here I shall hasten to proceed.

*?Again, we see that those that are born at the time of an Eclipse of
either of the Luminaries, or at the Change of the Moon, cannot live long; for
the Sun or Moon being eclipsed, he being fons vita™, and she the mother (as
it were) of moisture, the native then by this defect must be deprived (in the
eclipse of the Sun) of natural heat and nourishment, he being deprived of

volume masterwork, History of Animals . He incorporated observations of both
classical scholars and those of his contemporaries, some of them obscure experts.
Unusually, Ges ner’s work contained illustrations. In 1565, Gesner died of the
plague.

27 Democritus of Abdera 460 BCE in Abdera, Thrace, Greece to 370 BCE. Best
known for his atomic theory. Aristotle discussed Democritus's ideas thoroughly
because he strongly disagreed with his ideas of atomism. Democritus was not the
first to propose an atomic theory. However Democritus produced a much more
elaborate and systematic view of the physical world than had any of his
predecessors. Democritus could explain all changes in the world as changes in
motion of the atoms, or changes in the way that they were packed together. His
philosophy contains an early form of the conservation of energy. His system was
purely deterministic so he could not admit freedom of choice to individuals. ~ To
Democritus freedom of choice was an illusion since we are unaware of all the
causes for a decision.

8 If a horse cover a mare the third day before the full Moon a male foal will be conceived.
I a Horse cover a Mare the third day before the Full Moon, —a male foal will be conceived.
0 Gaius Plinius Secundus, called Pliny the Elder, circa 23 -79 CE, is known for his
one surviving work, the monumental Natural History (c.77), a source of much
ancient scientific and technical lore. An encyclopedia devoted to  the earth and
planetary sciences, it deals with zoology, anthropology, psychology, pharmacology,
and metallurgy. Pliny's scientific curiosity led to his death by asphyxiation when he
approached too close to Mount Vesuvius on its eruption in 79. He claimed  that
elephant was the nearest to man in intelligence. ~ According to Pliny it understood
“the language of its country, obeys orders, remembers duties it has learned, likes
affection and honours - more, it has virtues rare in man - honesty, wisdom, justice,
and respect for the stars and reverence for the sun and the moon”.

! The third day after the full Moon a female, foal born at the time of the eclipse, or change of
the Moon, live not long, and why.

2 Those born at the time of an Eclipse or Change of the Moon, live not long, and why.

3 Fountain of life.
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his light; and in the defect of the Moon, of convenient moisture to mitigate
and to temper the heat, and so also in her Change, &c.

Moreover, there is no Herb nor fruit, that is either set or sown in the
wane of the Moon, but the taste thereof is neither so good as naturally the
fruit is, nor so kindly, except Peas only, (which you have already heard)
being set or sown in the increase of the Moon, will still bloom and blossom.

So also that Vines may not spread and grow too fast, and be too
forward, they are pruned and cut in the Wane; and such Timber or Wood
which we desire to keep long un-worm-eaten, we cut in the wane, for that
then the Moons light being abated, so is the sap and humidity of the Tree,
which causes corruption being once lopped; thus much concerning what
we would not have grow; but as touching such Vegetables as we would
have increase, it is but observing the Moon contrariwise, and we shall soon
accomplish our desires therein; as if we be desired any thing should grown
up in height, we take care she be at the time of setting or sowing thereof
increasing in light and motion, and in an airy sign; but contrariwise, if to
take deep root and to grow downwards, we place her in an earthy sign, &c.
And it is reported of the **Pomegranate (which is a thing worthy the
noting) that it will not grow longer then so many years as the Moon was
days old when it was first set; and this is most credibly reported by Lucius
Bellantius®® in that Treatise of his in answer to Picus Mirandula™". But Pliny
and others will at large testify of the admirable power and influence of the
Planets and stars over Vegetables; wherefore what has been already said is
sufficient to evince any man (who has not wholly given himself over to
obstinacy) of the verity and certainty thereof; for since you have already
heard how evident and clear it is, that the Heavens have Dominion of, and
show their effects on sensitive things, I suppose there is none will render
themselves so weak and ignorant (after a serious consideration thereof) as
to deny (contrary to the opinions and testimonies of all learned Philosophers)
the Heavens and Planets to have influence over Herbs, Corn, Plants, and all
Vegetables; for if the vegetative faculty be comprehended and included in
the sensitive; (as there is none so stupid as to deny) then as a Triangle is

»* A remarkable thing of the Pomegranite.

5 Bellantius took on the defence of astrology against Mirandola in  Senensis physici
liber de astrologica veritate et in disputationes loannis Pici aduersus astrologi  cos
responsiones , published in 1498.

¢ Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Italian philosopher and scholar, born 24 February
1463; died 17 November 1494. He devoted himself to the study of philosophy and
theology, and spent seven years wandering through the chi ef universities of Italy
and France, studying also Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic. He was a
believer in the Kabbala and used it extensively in his philosophical theories. His
aim was to conciliate religion and philosophy. In 1486 he undertook to  maintain
900 theses on all possible subjects. One of his detractors maintained that Kabbala
was the name of an impious writer against Christ.. Despite all efforts Pico was
condemned, and he decided to travel. He destroyed his poetical works, gave up
profane science, and determined to devote his old age to a defence of Christianity
against Jews, Moslems and astrologers. His chief target was Guido Bonatti, whose
works he seems to take as representative. A portion of this work was published
after his death (" Disputationes adversus astrologiam divinatricem ", Bologna, 1495).
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contained in a quadrangle, so is this most certain and consequently an
assured truth.

And thus much shall suffice at this time for the manifestation and
clearing, that the Moon has influence over as well men, bruit-beasts™,
sensitives, and vegetables, plants, herbs, &c. as over things without life; viz.
of the sea, causing (as has been said) its ebbing and flowing, humours in
men and women, diseases, critical-days, &c. I might here, but for
tediousness, deliver unto you the fivefold government of the month by the
Moon, viz. of the latitude of the Moon, apparition, synodical, periodical and
medicinal; but of these (God willing) I may hereafter say somewhat, and
that at large, God sparing me life and opportunity, &c. In the interim, I say,
let what has been said suffice as to the proving the influence of the Sun and

Moon, and now let us hear what we are taught by Saturn.

**Not to insist long then on the Planets, since their influence is not
(by the rational) in the least denied, and we are anon to handle their effects
at large, we shall therefore be as brief as with convenience may be; in my
Lux Veritatis, chap. 1. Sect.6.P.35. [ have declared how that *’Climacterical
years happen, and are caused by the protection of the Planets, and first
house to the Square and Opposition of their places in Nativities, being more
especially occasioned by the motion of Saturn, he having as much power in
the decree several of years, as the Sun has in *’months, or the Moon in days;
he coming every seven years, to the Square or Opposition of his place in the
Radix of any mans Nativity. Again, there is no skilful Physician that is
acquainted and versed thoroughly in his Art (as Galen and Hippocrates say
none are, but who are skilled and acquainted with and in Astrology) but
knows that he after the Revolution of the Sun becomes chief ruler and
orderer of the Disease and critical days; and many times by his
configurations with the Moon hinders the Crisis in acute and sharp Diseases;
and, observation as has been said, and the manner taught, will clearly
evince all the ignorant, that Saturn is cold and Melancholy, as the Sun is hot
and inclining to mirth; for as he is opposite to the Sun in nature, so is he
opposite in relation to the signs and mansions of the Heaven he rules, and
therefore inclines always to cold, and the © does to heat; whence the © in
~2 being the house of & and opposite to §) his own house; the weather
inclines more to cold. And by reason the light, and so consequently the
influence of the Sun and the Moon is most manifest and apparent unto our
sense: yet I say, though the other stars by reason of their obscurity and
remote distance from us cannot so easily be discerned, a short time spent in
the observation thereof will soon clear the truth of their several influences
and inclinations. But to speak more plainly, and home to the matter,do we
not at every Conjunction, Square and Opposition of the Luminaries with
him, find all inclination of the Air to moisture and cold? and that it never
fails, but at the Square, Opposition or Conjunction of the Sun and him
(except the body of Jupiter or Mars interpose, or some of their Aspects;) cold

»7 Noisy beasts.

8 The influence of Saturn provided.
*° The cause of Climaterical years.
0 The power of Saturn in diseases.
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Air and wet weather is thereby produced, according to the season of the
year, notwithstanding the natural inclination of the Sun to heat and
dryness: and this since so manifest, and that even in the heat of Summer,
we may well conclude he is of a cold nature, especially since by often
experience we so find its effects.

®'Moreover there is none born that has either the Sun, Moon,
Mercury, or the Lord of the Ascendant disposed of by Saturn, and he located
in the ascendant, or in square or opposition thereunto, or to Sol, Luna, or
Mercury; or the Lord of the Ascendant (as has been said) but the native will
be much addicted to melancholy, and surly chumpish dispositions; and in
configuration of Mercury (as I can justify by many testimonies for truth) the
native shall be of slow and ill utterance, of a dull and hard wit and capacity.

And thus much of Saturn; and we are next in order to descend to
Jupiter, and so hasten to proceed, since this point is so clear; viz. That the
Planets have influence on sublunary and elementary bodies and things: and that
by our monthly and yearly prognostication made apparent to every**
vulgar notion and capacity; so that for the further justification and
confirmation thereof, I shall not need to desire any better testimony then
my Vox Stellarum, and the writings of some of those seen in this heavenly
Art, published for the last year, and the two ensuing years, viz. till the latter
end of 1654, provided they are guided by the rules of Art

For instance, since as touching my Vox Stellarum, now I have so fit
an opportunity, First, from page 19, to 21, and from page 105 to 107, you
may see I positively concluded we should have war the year 1652, and yet
by all judicious men it seemed very improbable both at the time of my
penning and publishing that book, it being wrote in August 1651, and
Printed in October following, at which time we were in a very seeming
settled condition; yet we can all now experimentally testify, that by the time
the Summer quarter was well began, we were at slashing and pelting with
the Hollanders, and they with us, and at sword drawing in the Spring
quarter.

Secondly, in the thirty third page (though I durst not speak plain
English then, yet I hope it will be no offence now it is past to mention it) I
declared in Latin that those signified by the sign wherein Saturn was,
should have the better; Saturn was then in Cancer, under which sign is
Holland and Scotland; and I need not ask either our Army in the one, and
Fleet against the other, of the verity thereof; and it is further to be noted,
that both these were acted about one and the same time.

Thirdly, in the 134th page, I showed the inclination of those in
Authority to Taxations; and what man is there that looks into his purse, but

1 The inclination of anyone who has in their Nativity Saturn Signifi cator.

2 The Authors appeal to what he himself has delivered in his Vox Stellarum for the
justification of the validity and certainty of Astrology, and for the proving the Stars and
Planets to have influence over sublunary bodies.
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can aver that in that very Winter-quarter, the Tax was raised 30000 . pounds

per mensem”, above what it was before?

Fourthly, in the 103rd page you may see I mentioned mischief to
men by Thunder and Lightning; and how fatal this proved, even to the
astonishment of us all, is well known to all England, especially to those in
Leighton in Cheshire, in which Town on the 20 of June 1652 being Sunday,
there was in the Sermon time eleven slain in the Church by Thunder and
Lightning, and many hurt.

To be short, let the Merchants, and such as make long Voyages
(hinted at in the 16th and 17th pages, and other places of my Book) testify,
whether they have not received many crosses, losses and miseries, and the
people in general; and whether many have not sustained losses by thieves,
and hurts or wounds the year 1652. Also whether there was not an unusual
dryness in the Summer, a scarcity of Fruits, insolency in the Commons,
fraud and deceit amongst most men, treachery and such like evils,
abundantly mentioned in many places of that Treatise; and many more,
which at this time I forbear to particularise.

Only for a farther testimony of the verity and admirable excellency
of this Science, let me entreat you to make particular observation of what I
have predicted by the Eclipse of the 29th of March, 1652°*** treated of also in
that same vox Stellarum, and Lux Veritatis, whose effect will operate till
towards the latter end of the year 1654 and tell me then what you think
thereof, when you shall see what is here mentioned come so punctually
true; as also, excess of heat in Summer, and diverse maladies and
infirmities, afflicting men in general.

Wherefore let the weakest capacity judge then, what reason or sense
there is in such men as shall traduce so worthy and incomparable an Art as
this, which they never broke sleep to understand, but content themselves
(being altogether ignorant) with a bold facing down the unspeakable
validity, worth and excellency thereof, which of all Arts and Sciences is both
the most noble (and so deserving the study of the more refined and
heavenly Spirits) and also the chief and most delectable of all the liberal
Sciences.

Wherefore what has been said, shall suffice at this time, for the
confirmation of the influence of Jupiter and the rest, since I desire not to be
more tedious then I needs must; and since this will be cleared more fully

3 Per month.

** The day of the eclipse was known as “Black Monday”. Nicholas Culpepper
predicted, “All the evils of the sword, sedition, famine and pestilence can do for
Europe may be expected from this eclipse”. William Lilly in his book, —Annus
Tenebrosus, commented * ... it design s or predicts an absolute falling out or breach
of friendship betwixt us and the Dutch... famine in Ireland, mortality and poverty
in Scotland... of a plague, a death of men in England, Ireland and Scotland.” In
May 1652 war broke out between the English and t he Dutch. Charles II fled
Scotland for France after the last Royalist stronghold, Dunettar Castle, collapsed in
May of 1652.
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anon when we come to treat of Eclipses, Comets, Great Conjunctions and
Blazing—star5265, where we shall show and teach their nature and influence
over all earthly things whatsoever; I shall for this consideration, as also for
that we are here in this place still to treat of the influence of the Heavens,
and then to speak a word or two of that Discourse late published in
pretence of a Reply to by Lux veritatis, least this Treatise grow too big, crave

your pardon till anon.

CHAP VIII: Showing the Influence of the Heavens on Inferior and
Elementary Bodies.

**In this place then we are to treat of the Influence of the Heavens; you
have already heard how for matter of plenty or scarcity they are the
immediate causes next under God, and that proved and warranted both by
Scripture and the Learned in former Ages; for, then that Eclipses,
Revolutions of the World, Comets, Blazing-stars, and great Conjunctions
treat of the Accidents general of all Nations, Kingdoms and Languages,
there is nothing more true; viz. plenty, scarcity, health, plague, wars, peace,
alteration of Air, and mutations in the Laws, Customs, Rights and Privileges
of Nations, and to be short, of things appertaining to the life of man in a
Natural way, &c.

*’And if we have regard to Ptolomy, lib.2.cap.2. & 3. de Quadr. we
shall find that he does not only refer the Nature and Custom of Nations
unto the general Inclination and Nature of the Triplicity they are under, but
the inclinations of their mind particularly, as well as the shape and form of
their bodies; as also their manners and kind of life; as those who are
inhabitants of the Torrid Zone (as has been said) are black, having also black
and crisped hair, of a mean stature, and of a hot constitution, and of a fierce
and cruel spirit, propter longam & assiduam solis moram in eorum regionibus, by
reason of the long and constant stay of the Sun in that Region or Climate: &
nigra sunt corpora eorum quia Sol per Zenith suorum capitum currit eosque
comburit; they are black over all their body, by reason the Sun constantly
transits the Zenith, and so scorches them, that they are of that hue.

**And these Inhabitants of the South to be of a better and quicker
wit, and more ingenious and apter to learning, especially the study of the
Stars, Propter circuli signorum & stellarum erraticarum loco Zenith eorum capitum
propinquitatem™’, because their vertigal point is near the Zodiac in which the
signs are, and under which the Planets move. He also farther teaches, that

5 Synonym for comet, It is unclear how Ramesey differentiates between the two
terms.

¢ All general accidents whatsoever are and may  be known by revolutions of the World,
Eclipses, Comets, great Conjunctions and Blazing Stars in a natural way.

7 Of those who live in the Torrid Zone.

8 Of the inhabitants of the South.

*? On account of the closeness of their Zenith to the circles of the s igns and the
wandering planets.
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those that live further North are of stronger *’body, but of ruder manners
and conditions, because their vertigal point being far removed from the
Suns course, they more abound in cold and moisture, which for that it
yields plenty of nourishment, is not by the heat of those places at all
exhausted, or but very little: from whence it follows, that they are of
complexion fair, long and smooth hair, their stature tall, and manners fierce
and rude.

But it may be some cavillers”! and envious carpers at the truth, will
object and say, That custom and good discipline, we see, does alter this
general inclination. But I answer, That though oftentimes, through the force
of good discipline and custom (which is according to the opinion of
Philosophers, secunda Natura, a second Nature) I must confess this is, or may
be much altered; yet we see it hardly so removed, but that some, and those
most evident marks thereof, will still remain in force; and this is evident in
most or all Nations under the Sun, which might, but for brevities sake, be at
large proved and cleared; but we shall here content ourselves with the
testimony of Bodin®?, who in his 5. Book of his Method of Histories, chap. 5.
(though I might show you what Galen, Hippocrates, Tacitus, Aristotle and
others hereon say) says, and reports of the Germans, that in Religion they
might equal or compare with the **Hebrews; in Astrology, to match the
Chaldeans; in Philosophy, to strive with the Grecians; in Geometry, to equal the
Egyptians; and in Arithmetic, to exceed the very Phoenicians themselves: and
yet there is no Historiographer worth a pins-head, but knows they formerly
were a most savage and rude people, without either civility or humanity (as
a man may say) so that they did far, in savage and rude behaviour, pass our
wild Irish: and if we farther look to their ingenuity and sharpness of wit,
what Nation is there under the Sun, to be found able to match them in
Handicraft and Mechanic Arts?

Yet, I say, notwithstanding all this, we shall find, that neither time,
custom, nor education has been able to extinguish their old and ancient
fashions, which is by the genius and nature of their Country hereditary unto
them; if we but look into their form and stature of body, their immoderate
inclination to tippling and homely diet, their continency, simplicity,
severity, exercises and aptness to War; for notwithstanding all their other
excellent endowments, we shall still find in them a smack of these, which is
unto them Natural.

There is not man that ever dived into the cause of men’s inclinations
and dispositions, especially of the several customs and manners of Nations

0 Of the inhabitants of the North.

! Complainers.

2 Jean Bodin born Angers, 1520, probably of Jewish origin: died at Laon, 1596. He
studied and taught law at Toulouse, where in 1559 he pronounced his  Oratio de
instituenda i n republica juventute , on the public instruction of youth. His Methodus ad
facilem historiarum cognitionem (1566) laid the foundation of the philosophy of
history, and set forth his theory of the effect of climate on society and government.
He also wrote a work (La Démonomanie des Sorciers ) to demonstrate the existence of
sorcerers and the legality of their condemnation, on the basis of "experience".

7 An example in the Germans.
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(which is the main scope of Philosophers labours; who are never contented
to know this thing is of such and such an inclination, temper and nature,
but the reason thereof) but knows the truth of this point: wherefore I shall
render my self most weak longer hereon to insist, since not only the
Learned, but also every ordinary Reader of Histories (if with diligence he
has observed what he has read) can testify the same.

I might also here show you what the same Ptolemy says of the
Inhabitants of the East and West, but then I fear I should too much
transgress my bounds; as also how the whole earth is divided into parts,
and how governed by the fiery, earthy , airy, and watery triplicities; and the
reasons of the several inclinations, customs, laws, manners, and tempers of
all Nations, Kingdoms, Countries and Provinces; but I shall here, for
brevities sake, refer you to the aforesaid second and third chapter of his
second Book of his Quadripartice.

“*For there he does not only show you under what sign of the
Zodiac ever Nation and Country is: but also, that those who are under the
fiery triplicity, viz. Europe, are (by reason of the triplicity they are under,
being in the North-west part of the earth, and by reason of the Planets
ruling the triplicity) of magnanimous spirits, given to exploits and feats of
War (and truly no disparagement to other Nations, this our Land of Brittany
may compare with the greatest Conquerors, if not far transcend them)
Anglia Ariese & Marte assimulantur, ideoque bellicose: England is under Aries
and Mars, and therefore are the Inhabitants and Natives thereof addicted to
be expert in War or feats of Arms. I omit here to insist on every particular
Region in this part of the world, as he there declares it, particularly naming
every Region under each sign of the Zodiac, but refer you thereunto; only in
this place we desire but to satisfy our Reader with some particulars, that he
may be assured of the verity of the strong influences and manifest
operations of the Celestial Signs, Stars and Planets over all Kingdoms,
Nations, &c.

“>Again, in the second part of the World, viz. Southern, which he
nominates to be Asia the greater, being under the earthy triplicity, he shows
that (among the rest of the Regions and places subject to that triplicity)
those who are governed by Taurus (being the house of Venus) are generally
effeminate and delicate; given to their pleasure, especially to the games and
sports of Venus; wherefore they go still open breasted: likewise those under
the sign Virgo (being the house, exaltation and joy of Mercury) are exquisite
in all kinds of good learning, and observers of the motions of the Stars: and
those ruled by Capricorn (being the proper house of Saturn) are of form and
shape commonly deformed, of condition sordid, and of inclination fierce;
but this I conceive, by reason it is the exaltation of Mars.

And if we have regard to the third part of the World, viz. Northern,
or betwixt the North and East, assigned to the Airy Triplicity; as also to that
part under the watery; we shall abundantly be satisfied of the undeniable

7% Of the inhabitants of Europe, or those under the fiery trigon.
5 Of the inhab itants of Asia the greater and the reason of their several inclinations.
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truth of the influence of the Celestial Planets and Constellations in the signs;
wherefore in this place, because (as I have often said) I desire not to be too
tedious, I shall refer you to that learned Ptolemy himself, and now proceed.

CHAP IX: Showing that the Influences of the Heavens and
redominancy of the stars in every Climate, is the cause of the several
Laws and Customs of the People therein.

Vain and weak then are they who object and imagine (since it is clear that
the stars have influence, and that as well general as particular) that
Countries and Kingdoms and Nations are ruled by Laws and Customs only,
and not by the power of the influence of the triangle or triplicity they are
under, which Ptolemy, in the aforesaid place, abundantly shows to the
contrary, and also confirms be reason; look Ptol. lib.2. cap.3. whither I shall
(at this time) refer you; since natural reason will show us, that through
diversity of Manners, which is caused through the diversity of situations of
the places or parts of the World, diverse Laws and Customs according to
the Natural inclination of the Constellations they are under, are apparent in
each Nation, being far different from others; otherways I would fain know,
why all Nations do not, or cannot subject themselves to one Law or manner
of Custom. I could out of Levy, Pliny and others, show you the Authority of
some Nations in these matters; but for that I desire to draw to an end, I shall
here content myself with this one testimony of Bodin (before mentioned)
who in his fifth Book de Repub. affirms, that the Low-Countries shook off the
Government of the King of Spain, by reason their manners are so far
different from theirs, insomuch that hardly can there be any thing more; for
Laws, all Rational men know, ought to be agreeable, and be applied to the
manners of a Nation, and not the inclinations and manners to the Laws; for
what is repugnant to the Natural inclination of the People, cannot be of any
long continuance.

”°And here I may also affirm, that by reason of the Antipathyr
between the sign ruling England, and that under which Scotland is, the
English out of this consideration, together with some others, as &c. have
shaken off the Government of Monarchy, being before under Scottish Kings
for above forty years; the reason is, because Aries (the proper Ascendant of
England) is hot and dry, and Cancer (the Ascendant of Scotland) is cold and
moist; again Aries is a fiery sign, and of the fiery trigon; Cancer is a sign
watery, and of the watery trigon: so that since there is as much difference
between the natural inclinations of those two, as there is between fire and
water; so is it as much impossible to unite them and make them of one
inclination and mind, as to make the water and fire so agree, as that the one
being thrown into the other, they shall so unite, as not to make a noise or
thundering bustle; for they are Nations that do naturally abhor and detest

7 The English have shaken off the Monarchical governments by reason or the mutual
antipathy between their inclinations and the Scots, and the reason of thei contraiety in
Nature.
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each other; and this I can aver, by what I have by observation found in their
inclinations &c.

But if any say, this is not the reason, and affirm that the English do
absolutely detest the Monarchical Government, and therefore have settled
another kind of rule; I answer, that for the removing this Objection, I shall
not say anything but this, that the stars Agunt sed non cogunt, they incline,
but compel not, as to enforce the will of man, (this is more cleared anon;)
besides, all rational and knowing men can tell, that a desperate disease
must have a desperate cure; verbum sapienti sat est, or erit, since I am not
permitted to speak all I either could or would; but thus much I shall affirm,
that the natural inclination of the people of England, (according to the
influences of the Heavens and constellations they are under,) are inclined to
be subject to Monarchy; from whence I do positively affirm, that before
many years be expired, there will be a Catastrophe mundi””’; we must be
content, and not repine at the hand and will of God; who (according to his
divine pleasure,) has ordered all things, so as to work according to his will,
even from the first creation, till the subversion of all Kingdoms and Nations,
and the earth it self, nay and those celestial constellations who then shall
fall from heaven, as being longer of no use.

Wherefore, I say that not only vain and silly are they who object and
talk of the custom of Countries, and yet refer all things to mans own
Consultation and opinion: but also most weak and childish; as if any
Discipline, Law or Custom were sufficient, without respect to the natural
disposition of the people depending on the constellation of the Heaven
under which they live, or that (since they would have it to depend on their
own inclination) any people will constitute Laws contrary to their own
nature; for we have Laws here against Adultery and Incest; and Diodorus
and others testify that the Persians and the rulers of Africa do not only
maintain Incest, but also whole Legions of **Concubines: it had been most
preposterous therefore for these people to have created laws against what
they are so naturally inclined to. The reason why they are so addicted to
Venery, Ptolemy in the aforesaid 2. de Quadri. cap.3. will show you who says,
in coeundo superabundant, ita quod eorum conjugia sunt vi atq; rapina; multoties
etiam eorum rex cum alienis sponsis, priusquam earum sSponsi, venereos actus
exercet; & quorundam eorum sunt uxores communes inter ipsos; ipsi quoque
picturas & ornatus concupiscunt, & se more fceminino adornant propter,
Venerem.”” They exceed and abound in venery, so that their marriages are
by force, and their Kings use oftener to accompany, or covet more other
men’s wives then their own; many have their wives common for one
another, and for the most part they delight in pictures, and go dressed

7 World catastrophe.

78 The laws are ordered and constituted according to the inclinations of the people that make
them, is hereby further proved.

 Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos I1.3, section 70. “'they are very frequent and enthusiastic in
coupling, so much so that their marriages are done by force or by rape; many times
their king will take his sexual pleasure with someone else's wife before her husband
does, and sometimes they have wives in common among themselves. They also
love decoration and ornament, and dress themselves in the feminine fashion on
account of Venus.”
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much after the fashion of women; and all this by reason they are ruled and
governed by Venus.

This point might be further amplified by many more examples; but
since to the judicious and rational it is so clear, it were vain longer to insist
thereon. Thus then have you heard how the Heavens are rulers and disposers of
Kingdoms, Nations, and Countries; and that by their influence, they do dier from
each other, both in nature and temper; and so consequently the inhabitants, as much
vary in their natural inclinations and conditions, Laws, Customs, and manners, as
each Climate does in its herbs, beasts, and Birds; wherefore now it rests, that we
show you the influence of the Heavens on the earth; causing health,
sicknesses, plagues, plenty, scarcity, mutations of the Air, inundations,
wars, peace and all general and particular accidents in the whole world; but
since we shall have occasion to treat of this more anon, when we come to
handle the rules of the Ancients touching the judgements of Eclipses,
Comets, Blazing-Stars, Revolutions, and great Conjunctions in the fourth
book, I shall here desist; since by all the learned it is an approved truth, that
by the diverse motions, aspects, and conjunctions of the stars and Planets, all
particular and general events are signified and known; which caused
Origen and all other good and learned writers, who have anywise had
occasion in their works to speak of them, to compare the Heavens to a book
in which God has as it were writ all that should according to his pleasure
come to pass in this world, even to the subversion thereof as also the
actions of men, though some have exempted that; wherefore Origen for the
confirmation thereof alleges the Narration of Joseph, which was in his time
extant and in great esteem; affirming therein, that Jacob told his sons, the
twelve Patriarchs, that he had read in the Tables of Heaven whatsoever should for
the future befall them and their children: and there is none I am certain so
stupid as to deny that the Sun is the cause of generation, life, motion,
nutrition, growing and perfection of all visible and, sensible bodies. Nihil
enim visibile est, quod ille non penetret excellenti lucis. sue magnitudine: sed ad
ipsam quogq; generationem sensibilem corporum confert, ipseq; ad vitam movet, &
nutrit, & agit, & perficit, piurgatq; & renovat.”

And now this does give me here a fit opportunity to prove unto you
by the sacred word of God that the stars are both signs and causes: but (as
has been already said) since we are anon to clear that, when we come to
answer what the pretended Replier to my Lux veritatis, has or can say
against it, we shall not in this place touch thereon; but refer you thereunto.

*'Wherefore now all this being considered which has been said, let
the most malicious against Astrology stand up and say if the study of the
stars be unlawful, or anywise in the least derogating from the Word of God
or Religion; nay whether it be not a great means of drawing men to
acknowledge a God, who if they saw him not in his creatures, perhaps
would deny him; for what hinders but a man may as safely study the

Y For nothing is visible, that he does not pierce with his excellent light by his own
power; he, too, gives sensation and generation to bodies; he brings them to life,
feeds them, drives them, comple tes and purges them - and renews.

1 Astrology lawful and the best of studies.
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natural influences and motions of the stars without offence to God, as the
use of Herbs, Drugs, and Minerals for Physic, or the cure of such and such
diseases, which at the first was by the influence of the Celestial bodies (by
which they are ruled) found out; for if it be a sin tostudy and know nature,
there is no study lawful; and if not, Astrology must then not only be
accounted lawful and good, but the most beneficial) and best of all studies.

Yet does the rashness and ignorance of some men so abound, that
they are not only (contrary to any sense or reason) averse thereunto, but
also together with Sextus Empericus®?, Heminga™, and others, not knowing
what to say against it, or what it is indeed they so desire to cry down, they
raise idle and foolish questions, making Objections more worthy the
laughing at then the answering, or rehearsing; yet by reason of late, some of
the same have been by the Ignorant objected to me, I shall in this place
touch or hint at one or two of them for the satisfaction of the welkwillers to
Astrology, that they may not by the idle and shallow brains of these men be

discouraged from their study in this most divine and heavenly Science.

CHAP X: Containing the resolution of the main Objections against this
divine Science.

Do we but seriously consider the vanity of these Objections, it will be
sufficient to testify unto us they have no reason for their high words.

First then they object, that a man and beast being born at the same
time, must according to the judgement of Astrologers, have one and the
same fortune, But who knows not that of all Objections, this is the most
weak? since as the influence of the stars comes to us by many means, so
they reject not other causes and circumstances; for there is none acquainted
with learning, but knows that a man and a beast are more then membra
dividentia®, in that they differ the whole kind: and since we are taught by
God himself in his holy Word, that he created ever thing in his own kind,
and imbued man with a rational soul, thereby to bear rule and dominion
over all creatures who are not reasonable creatures: wherefore these
objectors and cavillers do render themselves most ignorant and impious,
endeavouring thus by their envy to Astrology, to take away Gods Ordinance
in the generation and conservation of all creatures here beneath, by the
subtle virtue of his second causes; viz. those heavenly lights the stars. Yet if

#2 Sextus Empericus (4th century BCE) was a Greek philosopher and atheist. Sextus
wrote about atheists before him. He wrote works opposing astrology. Sextus
Empericus has given hi s name to empiricism, but it is not entirely an accurate label.
He was a" pyrrhonist” i.e. an extreme sceptic, and in the same work he "disproves"
mathematics and geometry.

3 Nicholas Hemingius, a Lutheran professor at Copenhagen. It was said of him
that he caused harm to one of his pupils when by way of a diversion he recited a
spell.

4 All the parts of the division warranted by the Word of God.
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one were disposed to be as ridiculous in answering, *°as some men are in
questioning, it might be averred for ought they can say to the contrary, that
the good constellations at the entrance of some horses into the world,
makes them to be tended, rubbed, kept well and delicately with little or no
toil, and labour, or stripes; and again, the malevolent constellations do
cause some again to be kept in perpetual slavery hard usage and stripes;
but thus to compare horses with men, is but to render our selves worse then
Asses, or the brutest of creatures; since you see they were from the first
creation; destined to the use of man, and to be subordinate to his dominion,
and will which is indeterminate, and so consequently out of the verge of
Astrology, as you may see at the latter end of this Treatise.

*°Again, some demand whether or no Dogs, Chickens, and such
like, must needs have one and the same end and life, or whether otherways
Astrology be of any validity or certainty, &c. Truly I fear I do toy in
recording these vain Objections, and answering thereunto digress more
from the ordinary bounds of Reason, then the Authors thereof; when still
what has been said in the former objection, may and is sufficient to refell
this also; besides it remains, that these Objectors prove all the Chickens
they speak of, to be hatched at one and the same moment of time, and the
Dogs to be all whelped together (which is impossible) or else they render
themselves very currish and snappish against Astrology. But whoso desires
to be further satisfied, because I hold it not either credit or discretion to
insist long hereon, let him peruse Peucerus® his Tract of Astrological
Predictions, and he shall amongst others there find the vanity and
childishness of these foolish cavils silenced, by the example of three whelps
(not being worthy to be refuted by learned reasons) which being whelped
in an Eclipse of the lesser Luminary, being grown to some bigness, fulfilled
the effects and significations of the eclipse by their several deaths; one of
them being torn in pieces with Hounds; the second, first by a fall from an
high place broke his Thighs, and then the second time his Neck, and the
third was burnt.

A third kind of cavillers we are now to speak of, who not observing
and warily searching into the order of causes in Nature, nor the
government thereof, are dazzled and puzzled with the contemplation of
the marvellous and admirable works of God, and so by reason of the
diversity and dissimilitude of events and effects in diverse matters and
subjects, rashly and most inconsiderately deny the powers and virtues of
the causes themselves.

25 T would have no man be so ridiculous as to mistake me in this manner, in catching before
they read to a full stop, as of late the ignorant have done and so rendered himself a dolt to
prosperity.

%6 Answer. the Objectiontouching the various ends of Chickens, Dogs, and the like; untidy
brought to gainsay the validity of Astrology.

7 Caspar or Gasper Peucerus or Peuce r was a Saxonian Humanist, 1525 -1602. He
studied medicine and theology in Wittenberg, becoming a professor of

mathematics there. He is primarily remembered for his works on divination, in
which he dealt with dreams and their interpretation, medical prognos tications,
oracles, theomancy, magic, meteorology and weather prediction, physiognomy and
astrology. Freud knew his studies on the interpretation of dreams.
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Their cavil is, that we see many born at one and the same time, and
in one and the same latitude, and the one perhaps is a King, and the other a
beggar, the third a Gentleman and the like. But this, (were I disposed to
vindicate Nativities,) I might say, is the gross mistake and ignorance of
these Carpers at what they know not, that causes them thus to render
themselves ridiculous, for there is no Astrologer but does especially regard in
any mans Nativity, the time, place, Parents, and the seed, for the better
enabling him in his judgement therein: for he is most shallow and weak,
that thinks it not material to consider whether the Native be born the child
of a King, or of a poor and mean parentage: or that it imports not whether
all the causes (the presence of whose help is **necessary to the constitution
of an effect) do concur: or that some only be present, or that knows not that
the force of the general does prevail over the particular: and of those that
are universal, that the first cause does excel the rest, which it sustains. I say
he that thinks not these things to be most material, and worthy the
consideration, is not only shallow and weak, but most ignorant in the Art,
or at least wilfully obstinate. For there is nothing more certain then that
Astrologers which are true Artists indeed, do warily consider these inferior
causes, according as their Rules in Art do prescribe, and admonish to have
respect (as I have but now said) to the situation of the Climate or Place,
Parents, Laws and Customs, &c.

*For it were a vain thing for any man to pronounce that such a
constellation as gives beauty here in England, should have the same effect in
Ethiopia; or that he that is the son of a beggar, should (because born at the
same time the son of the King was) be a King, or the like; but he the beggars
son shall as far transcend the degree of his Parents at that time the Kings
Son does come to the Crown of his Fathers, or enlarge his Territories (which
is the only was a King can be honoured or raised to dignity) as the Kings
son does his (they being both born under one and the same fortunate
constellation;) and thus is the beggars son extolled and raised, in
comparison of his degree, as much as the Kings son in relation to his; he
being perhaps made some Tradesman, or one in good repute, and well to
live among his Neighbours; which his Predecessors were not able to do; For
you must know that the general fate does over-rule the particular; for it is
neither agreeable to reason or policy that two Kings or more, should be in
one Country, &c. This, I say, were I disposed to vindicate the practise of
some men in judging of Nativities, I might speak in their behalf, and to the
silence of the Objectors, who know not how in the least to reply.

Moreover, others I have heard also question, nay affirm positively,
(and those too which seemed to be of some judgement in other matters; but
truly in this rendered themselves the most void thereof that can be
imagined) that a figure of Heaven, which Astrologers *do use to set for the

28 The quality of the Native, constitution of the Climate, Laws, Customs and other causes
necessary to be observed in every man’s Nativity.

* The influence of a Kings son and a Beggars both born at one very minute (if such were
known) of no validity against Astrology.

* What a figure of heaven is.
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groundwork of their business, is Conjuration, and illegal, nay Diabolical;
when at the worst it is but thus, The form and shape of the Heavens, or rather the
picture thereof, by which the Astrologer is made acquainted with the positions
and several situations of the Planets and Stars in every sign in the Heavens,
as we see in a Map the several situations of Countries, Provinces and Cities:
and if it be illegal, *'diabolical and a Magical trick to set or make such a
figure of the Heavens in a piece of Paper, I know not what is Lawful; but
this may suffice for the silencing of such simpletons; for let them be
demanded what a figure is they thus condemn, and you shall soon find
they have not a word to answer, nor cannot tell how to give any definition
thereof, which is sufficient then to satisfy any rational man of their
stupidity, who thus rashly and ignorantly go about to condemn that as
illegal and Diabolical, which they are ignorant of, and is no more hurt, then
to draw®” a mans figure or picture; for knew they what it were, they would
never thus falsely conclude, having no ground for their words but
ridiculous tradition: for indeed, it was a most rare and fine invention, and
of great use; for I can show any man thereby, the whole use of the Globe,
and the rising, setting and culminating of every Star and Planet in the
whole Heavens. So then you clearly see the harmlessness of setting a Figure
of Heaven, and the envy of the Antagonists; as also their extreme
ignorance, thus to traduce so noble, so worthy, so excellent, so delectable, so
satisfying, so Lawful, so true, so transcendent, and so incomparable and
innocent an Art.

I but say they again (or others) though the Art in it self be Lawful,
being a contemplation only and study of Nature and its causes; and though
the setting of a Figure of Heaven be so far from any illegal or diabolical
practise, as that nothing can be more innocent, yet is the study unlawful, by
reason the Devil oft times brings things to pass in a secret way, according to
the prognostications of the Astrologer, on purpose to cause the heart to be
assured of the inevitable truth thereof, and so brings, by degrees, the
Student into the labyrinth of believing a fatality, and so consequently, to
deny or distrust the Providence of God.

**But as touching this confidence, there is none that knows that God
is the first cause of all causes, (to whom all other must, and do give
obedience, and are subordinate) but knows there is no fatality on any
inevitable decree in the Heavens; but that He the God of all the whole
Universe that created them all, can and may according to his good pleasure
alter their several decrees; this there is no Christian, or any who is not
indeed an absolute Atheist, but will acknowledge: but this is sufficiently
cleared by what has been already, and what is anon to be said.

Now say some again, if it be so, there is no verity or validity in
Astrology, worthy any mans trust or belief; and therefore not fitting for any

»! That there is no harm in a Figure of heaven is manife st.

*2 That there is no harm in setting of a Figure of heaven is manifest.

*3 Answer in part. It is confessed by all but Aetheists that God the first and chief cause of all
causes can alter and frustrate the power of the stars.
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man to spend his precious time on such trifles, which when they are
attained, are but a bundle of uncertainties.

**To answer this vain Objection, I shall not need long to insist in this
place, since all rational men know, that though God the omnipotent Creator
of those glorious Creatures the stars, can at his good pleasure alter, divert,
prevent and annihilate whatsoever is effected by them: yet hereupon it
follows not that he does so; for God works ordinately, and not
preposterously; for as he has made the Heavens for the ordinary
administration of Nature, so he can whensoever it is his good pleasure, as in
the days of Joshuah, Hezekiah, and at the death of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
alter their course; but since these were miracles, and thus to do were
miraculous, and that we read but of these three times he thus did work
since the Creation; it is not therefore to be ordinarily or frequently seen,
neither ought it then to be objected, since as long as God does continue the
order of Nature, it must needs follow that the effects of the Stars, by which
nature is upheld, have very much of certainty and truth, and so
consequently the study thereof, and that more then any other study
whatsoever, and that for the most part they never fail; but if at any time the
Artists fail, it is their ignorance; and likewise theirs that conclude thereupon
that the Art is faulty.

**Thus far then to clear the latter part of this grand Objection, and
the dangers supposed to be brought or caused thereby; but as touching the
Objection it self, viz. That the Devil brings the predictions of Astrologers to pass,
&c. Now it is evident that the Devil knows not things to come, and
therefore is not able to bring these things about according to his pleasure,
ergo; to be confessed he cannot thus delude the Astrologer, and cause his
heart so to err, as to run himself over head and ears into the belief of a
fatality, and so consequently, not caused thereby to deny the providence of God,
which is the main thing these puny Adversaries drive at in this their cavil.

*®For if the Devil knew things to come, he had never tempted and
egged on the Jews to crucify our Saviour, when his death was the utter
confusion of his Diabolical Kingdom and Government; neither had he
attempted to tempt our Saviour in the wilderness, had he known he should
have had such a repulse: or would he be so busy about the elect in their
temptations, did he assuredly know that they would not be subordinate to
his will. Wherefore then since this Devil, they talk of, is such a simple fool,
who indeed for knowledge of future events they may well shake hands
with, it is evident their cavil is alike weak, if not most ridiculous. For is we
will admit that the Devil does know assuredly things to come, what
difference is there between the Angels that are not fallen and them?
besides, there is no man will be so vain as to imagine the Devil knows any
mans thought or heart, and therefore cannot tell whether his bringing a
purpose to pass will a whit advantage his desire, by making the Astrologer

** Though God can alter and ann ihilate effects of the Stars, it follows not that he does, or
that therefore the Art is uncertain.

5 The vanity of this objection.

2% That the Devil knows not future events is clear.
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believe a fatality. But this is so clear, that I will not dwell longer hereon, but
now proceed, &c.

Again, others have this fling at this most heavenly study of the stars,
and the Students thereof; that the Art is illegal, and the practice thereof
altogether to be shunned, because Astrologers therein do busy themselves,
and pry into the secrets of God, &c.

To which there needs no more answer then this, that they are most
falsely and scandalously abused, I mean Astrologers, when thus impeached,
since the very word of God does testify, that the secrets of the Almighty are past
finding out: thus much for the clearing of the Students thereof, whose
practise and study is altogether legal, being only natural: for how is it
possible that that study should be so illegal and diabolical (as they call it)
that extends it self to nature only, and the causes thereof?

*’And as touching the Art it self, you have it defined here beneath,
whither at this time I shall refer you; for the study thereof is merely natural;
and if to know that, be to search into Gods hidden secrets, let the weakest
capacity judge; when that is only to be accounted a secret which
immediately depends on the secret will of the Almighty; wherefore what is
manifest and clear to us in nature then, must consequently be no such
thing; for there is none, I am confident, that has any reason or
understanding! and is compos mends, that will say it is a diving and searching
into the secrets of God, and so consequently illegal, to foretell any mutation
of the Air, or other accident by the causes thereof, which is manifest by the
stars to our sense; when the word of God tells us, that our Saviour himself
confesses, the Pharisees were able to discern the weather by the face of the
Sky: and since you have already heard that the Heavens are the secondary
causes of all generation and corruption, and cause of all mutations on and
in Elementary bodies, causing health, sickness, plenty, scarcity, wars, peace,
&ec. If any Astrological Philosopher (which of all Philosophers is the chief ) do
foretell any or all of these a thousand years to come, as plain as if they were
to happen to morrow, or were present, which they may do, if God so long
continue the ordinary course of Nature, shall any one render himself so
ridiculous as to imagine this man to pry and dive into the secrets of God,
when he sees plainly the events by the causes? truly is there be any such,
they should be by my consent begged for.

*®So that then hereby you do clearly see that the influences of the
stars do not according to the vain opinions of some weak heads, take away
God’s Government; for if we will believe the God works daily new things
according as we see them procreated, and brought forth by Nature, we shall
run our selves into a gross error; when we are taught that he finished his
work in six days, Gen. 1**. Exod. 20.11°*. Ergo, he works now no more, but

*7 That the study of the Stars or Astrology meddles not with the secrets of ~ God.

8 The influences of the heavens take not away God's government.

#?31. “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”
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(according to his inevitable decree by his Providence) upholds all things by
the same power of his word by which they were first made, and leaves the
effecting of all things to the influence of the Heavens and Stars, which you
have already heard, by the word of God has been proved to be next under
him the sole cause of all mutations and blessings here on earth, and in
elementary bodies.

What shall I say then, for the farther clearing of this point? I shall
not say much more, since who so desires to be further satisfied how far
casual events may be referred to the influences of the stars, and yet the
government of God and Angels no wise diminished or denied, let him
peruse Lucius Bellatius his answer to Picus Mirandula, lib.4. cap.2.&3. Yet
one thing as touching Nativities I must here needs clear, which oftentimes
the Artist may be deceived in, if he have not special respect to the general
fate of the place, occasioned by the general influence of Eclipses, Comets,
Blazing-stars, great Conjunctions, and Revolutions of the World, &c. For
ofttimes though the Nativity of any man promise health or long life, yet by
reason of the affinity he has with the place of his birth his health may be
much impaired, and life shortened, by wars, general diseases and the like;
but more especially if the Topical stars of that place be in the Horoscope or
medium Coeli, viz. the ascendant or first house, or tenth or mid-heaven in the
Nativity, and if so, this does rather give him a fate still subject to general
accidents. There are many other ways which may alter the Nativity of any
person, but they would be here too tedious to relate, since I have an earnest
desire to be no tediouser then I needs must, and for that I fear before I have
delivered what I am yet to say, I shall far exceed my bounds; yet are not
these so intricate, but by a skilful and ingenious Artist they may be found
out &c.

But here, it may be, some will say, that I do attribute too much to the
influence of the stars and Celestial bodies; wherefore I think good for the
clearing of all what has been already said (least some may be stumbled
thereat) to deliver my mind as touching their influence thus.

*'That who so thinks by what in any point or part of what has been
already said or to be said, I do detract from the Government of God or
Angels, in my tenets, and scope, is altogether mistaken; for I do not so
attribute all the actions of men to the Heavens as they consist of Bodies
elementary, and so subject them to the heavenly influences; but I
acknowledge them also subject to Angels rule and government, as being
imbued with understanding; and to the Government of God, as using will;
Astra igitur nisi agunt, the Heavens but incline; and we (being induced by
passion) incline either to anger, love, pleasure or the like: but in these the
Angels may so illuminate the understandings of our minds, that by some
intelligible consideration we are therefrom delivered; and God directs the
will far beyond that wherewith we are inclined to by the Heavens or

%0 “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, th e sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.”

% How far the Author holds or causal events.
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disposed to by the Angels;, for by how much God and Angels exceed the
Heavens, being of a Corporal essence, and they of a Spiritual, by so much the
more does that whereunto we are carried by the illumination of Angels, and
the direction of God, exceed those inclinations, to which we are by the
influence of the Heavens and Stars disposed. Let men therefore apply their
study to the knowledge of the chief part of the Art; viz. that which teaches
general accidents; for all this being considered, the judging of the fate of
any man by the time of his birth must needs be uncertain, and therefore not
maintained by me, being not of very much moment.

*“Wherefore then, let not ignorance and stupidity carry you beyond
the bounds of reason and discretion, to condemn or censure what you
understands not; for it is naught but ignorance which is the cause of all
those open mouths which have of late so furiously barked at this most
heavenly, delectable, and most Lawful study; for did they understand it,
they would be more hot against the gainsayers thereof, then Astrologers are
with them, or they with the Art; for you shall find their discourses fraught
with naught but ignorant mistakes, as to think the Art Witchcraft,
Diabolical, Illegal, and the like, barely because thereby we declare things to
come, not considering that we do it by no other means then the influence of
the Heavens; which is altogether natural: when they might even as well
say, it is Witchcraft for any man to say or affirm, that such an herb, drug, or
composition is good and *"available to the expelling of such or such an
infirmity, before he applies the medicine, when all knowing men know
such imaginers to be most ridiculous, since they are infallibly known to be
of such and such a nature and temper, and so consequently available for
such and such infirmities or diseases; for no more then this, is Astrology
unlawful; nay, it is more then this to be esteemed and to be allowed of and
desired, *since without it, the other is of no use or certainty; for Hippocrates,
Galen, Avicen™ and Paracelsus, the main pillars on which the fabric of Physic
Medicinal is built, found out the uses of herbs, drugs, minerals, stones, and
other medicines, by the influences of the Heavens, as they were known and
found by them to be under such and such a constellation, and so concluded
by them to be of such and such a nature, and then consequently a remedy
for such and such a disease. Hence it was that Hippocrates said, that that
Physician which is ignorant in Astrology, cannot perfectly be knowing in his
Art, being never able without Astrology to give Physic safely, viz. when to
purge by evacuation, or vomit, or phlebotomies, or for what humours, or in
what quantity, neither can he know or come to the true understanding of

2 Ignorance the only cause of mens ill conceit of this most lawful and heavenly Art.

3 Astrology as lawful as the use of herbs, or any other thing.

% More to be defined by Physicians than any other study.

%% Avicen or Avicenna (Abu Ali Sina ) or Ibn Sina (980-1037 CE). He was a Persian
physician and philosopher. He was born near Bukhara then cap ital of the Samanid
dynasty. By the time he was 10 years old he had learned the Koran as well as
Arabic grammar and literature. By the age of 16 he had mastered not only natural
science and rudimentary metaphysics but also medical theory. Abu Ali Sina was
one of the main interpreters of Aristotle and was the author of almost two hundred
books on science, religion and philosophy. Avicenna's two most important works
are: Shifa (The Book of Healing) and Al Qanun fi Tibb (The Canon of Medicine).
Avicenna died i n 1037 in Hamadan, Iran.
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the chief pillar of his Art, viz. the true cause of the malady, without it; neither
with it *(if well learned therein) can he err, And Galen accounts that man
rather a fool then a Physician, that is not an Astrologer; and he farther says,
that Physic given at unseasonable times, does not only little avail or help,
but oftentimes prove very hurtful, even to the endangering of the life of the
Patient; and that these times are only to be known and judged by thestars.

CHAP XI: Containing an Introduction to the Vindication of my Lux
Veritatis, from the aspersions of Doctor Homes and his second, with the
first Reason why I account neither of them worth our of my notice.

Even amongst us, notwithstanding all this, there are some that labour all
they can to eclipse the radiant splendour of this most heavenly Science,
being blinded with ignorance and malice, as has been said; for Ars non habet
inimicum praeter ignorantem, Art has no enemy but an ignorant man;
Ignorance converts all the desires and inclinations of a man to
*7wretchedness, and takes away the fight of the mind and intellect, that he
is herein as blind as a man is externally that has lost his eyes, of which the
former is a great deal the greater curse: for knowledge does distinguish us
from bruit beasts; and by how much we excel in knowledge and
understanding, by so much we transcend the inferior **Creatures; for it is
(in my opinion) better not to live, then to live in ignorance; for an ignorant
man is not indeed worthy to live or the earth to bear him; the consideration
of which, caused the Ancients to say, That every ignorant man was evil, &c.

Wherefore then since it is so, of necessity there must much
inconveniency and mischief come thereby, both to the ignorant themselves
and others; I forbar here (for brevity sake) to show you the prodigious and
woeful effects of ignorance in some of former ages as well as in this wherein
we live; this is already clear to all judicious and ingenious souls: wherefore
to our purpose, I say there are in this perverse age, many sticklers (or so in
pretence) against this Liberal and most divine Science, one whereof (for the
undeceiving of my Reader, having published a pretended Reply to my
Answer to Doctor Homes) I shall (craving pardon for my tediousness) here
take notice of, although he be not worthy of the same, as you yourself shall
judge, when you have perused what follows; for, both his quality, and
variety of professions, as also rural behaviour and disposition, in whose
name it is published, speaks him not worthy the naming or answering, as I
would have done had it been otherwise and better fathered, that the errors
and absurdities of that railing Pamphlet might have been divulged to the
world. This may be the first reason why the Author holds not the pretended
Reply to his defence of Astrology worthy the answering.

%% Look my Lux Veriititas ch.1 Sect. 6 p.32.

7 The wretched estate of an ignorant man.

% What distinguishes us from brute beasts.

5 For I am informed he is an Haymaker, Plaster maker, Surgeon, Quack salver and Tub
Preacher, or at le ast he has been all these, he aims as the Preaching of the Gospel but I will
advise him first to get a good and true tongue in his head.
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CHAP XII: Comprehending three Reasons more why that Rabble of
theirs was not worthy the answering.

Thus have you one reason whereby I am induced to slight it, yet have I
these five more for my further inducement thereunto; first for that there is
nothing in it but what has been long since answered by Bellantius,
Goclenius™’, Marasealertes™, Pirovanus’”?, and Sir Christopher Heyden’,
though in the Title page there be sophistically promised an answer
thereunto; which the penner thereof is as much able to do, as toremove St.

Pauls Church.

Secondly, for that by the Author himself it was not thought worthy
of his name in the Frontispiece thereof, or else his name was not worth the
inserting.

Thirdly, for that it was not worthy of the Authors owning, or else he
was ashamed of it, or he had never sent it abroad in another mans name;
for let whose name will be at the end of the Epistle to the Reader, it is well
known by Mr. Daniel the Printer in Paternoster-row, and the then Composers
and Press-men, that Doctor Homes was the Author of it, and not only paid
for the printing, but also Corrected every day at the Press; and let him deny
if he can his peevishness with the Presss-men, when they were angry he

31 Rudolph Goclenius Goclenius (1572 -1621) was a respected physician with
considerable astrological and chiromantical ab ility. He was strongly influenced by
the work and writings of Paracelsus. He was at one time awarded a post at the
University of Wittenberg where he is known to have lectured on chiromancy. He
wrote his first text on chiromancy, Aphorismorum Chiromanticoru m Tractatus', at the
age of twenty and produced at least two further works on the hand published at
various times throughout the seventeenth century. The first of these was
Uranoscopia, Chiroscopia & Metoposcopia, published in 1608 at Frankfurt and later
included in Physiognomica et Chiromantia Specialia , published at Marpurgi in 1621.
The first section of this work is a treatise on astrology, delineating the natal charts

of individuals and giving judgements and interpretations, and there is also a

section on the interpretation of the lines on the forehead (metoposcopy) as part of
his more general physiognomical observations.

1 Unknown.

312 Gabriel Pirovanus or Piravano a physician from Milan published — De astronomice
veritate dialogus absolutissimus and Defen sio astronomiee habita per (A Defence of
Astrology) in 1507. It was again published in 1554 together with the  Defence of
Astrology against Pico della Mirnadola by Lucius Bellntius. Piravano died in 1512.

3 Gir Christopher Heydon, the eldest son of Sir Will iam Heydon of Norfolk. After
studying at Cambridge from 1558 he was a Member of Parliament. He was
knighted at the sacking of Cadiz in 1596 by the Earl of Essex. Along with his
brother, he was suspected of complicity in Essex's conspiracy but was pardoned  in
1601. He was twice married His book A Defence of Judiciall Astrologie 1603,. was
published in response to John Chamber's (1564 -1604) book published in 1601 - A
Treatise Against Judicial Astrologie . He also wrote An Astrological discourse with
mathemati cal demonstrations proving the powerful and harmoniocal influence of the planets
and fixed stars upon elementary bodies, in justification of the Validity of Astrology. — Together
with an astrological judgement upon the great conjunction of Saturn & Jupiter,  1603.
Published by N. Fiske. pp. 111. J. Macock for N. Brooks: London, September 19th,
1650.
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came not to Correct, and made them all that afternoon stand idle. For it is
not likely that a Hay-maker (as it is very well known the owner thereof, or
he under whose name it was published, was but two or three years since)
should be able to hold an Argument against one of the Liberal Sciences,
although his ignorance might condemn it.

But truly I cannot but comment the policy of the Doctor herein, who
knowing the insufficiency of his brat to refell the Arguments in my Answer
to his first discourse, being loath to be seen baffled the second time in Print,
for a piece of money knew how to make another father it; and truly therein
he also did a very charitable deed; for of all sneaks that ever I saw in my life
(that pretended to any thing) was this poor fellow he got to be the father of
this Rabble; for hearing he lay at the Bell in Carter-lane, I went purposely to
confer with him touching some passages of that book which went under his
name, but could not meet with him, whereupon I left a note, desiring him
to do me the favour if it were he that owned such a book (for I was
unacquainted with him) to let me know, (or whether it might be some other
of his name) and he should oblige me therein, and for an answer thereunto,
I would be there again the next day at eleven of the clock, &c.

To this purpose (I say) I writ a note and leftit with the Chamberlain
of the aforesaid Inn, and desired that he would importune him for an
answer; he promised me he would, and so for that time I departed, came
the next day according to promise, inquired for the Chamberlain,
demanded an answer, who had no more for me then this, that he had
delivered my note, and importuned an answer, but could receive none;
then I acquainted the Chamberlain with the business, that there was a Book
published in the name of such a one, and being informed it was him that
lay there, that owned it, and therefore I desired him in my note to let me
receive that favour from him to know whether he was the man, or some
other of his name, and so wished him to acquaint him again with my being
there at the time appointed, and wondered he would refuse to do so small a
favour as to resolve me in such a question, I or no; which he again promised
me he would.

But what courtesy could I expect from so mean a spirit, which was
never either acquainted with courtesy, civility, or manners, who would
refuse to answer me, who wrote unto him in so indifferent a manner? for
had I known it had been him, which at last I found it was, I should have
saved that pains I put my self to, and had never expected other then I
found at his hand. For what can one have of a beggar but a louse? but thinking it
might be some other of his name, was the cause of this my oversight; but to
return again to our business, I told the Chamberlain (after he had promised
me (I say) to acquaint him with my further desire) I would call again the
next day at two of the clock in the afternoon, and if he were the man, I
should be very glad to converse with him, if his occasions could permit; but
when I came at the aforesaid hour, his answer was, he acquainted him to
the full with all my desire, but could not persuade him to stay within to
speak with me, but bid him tell me, he scorned to deny anything he owned;
whereupon I answered, I did no wise question that, if he were a man that
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had any spark of honour dwelling in his breast, and this was all I could
understand.

The which rugged, preposterous and uncivil answer, caused me
presently to believe him to be whom I found him at the last; for I knew one
of that name and no other, but could never imagine it was he that should
show himself to be Author of such a Discourse, though for the simplicity
thereof he might very fitly have served: so then I inquired of the
Chamberlain what manner of a man he was, and upon his ill favoured
description, I immediately resolved my self of my former question; and
then I was very urgent to know when I might meet with him; he told me
about noon any day, but he knew he was resolved not to speak with me,
and so indeed I perceived by a friend of mine, as soon as I was parted from
thence, whom I met, and in some discourse, I acquainting him with what I
had been about, he told me that the other day he was chid by this rural
Rufus Rolandus, or Orlando Furioso;’™ Persuading him that he and none
other had acquainted me with his lodging; and then also I was assured and
confirmed, that it was him of that name which I knew, that was the Author
(or at least so in pretence) of that Pamphlet.

After this, being very desirous to meet with him, that I might show
him some of his absurdities and abuses towards me, whom for matter of
acquaintance he was a stranger to, I went twice or thrice about noon,
thinking I might meet with him, but could not; till the 22 day of January
1651. I accidentally rancountred® him, it were here both superfluous, and
too tedious to relate what discourse we had, he not being able to speak one
word without anger and choler, as if his heart were also on fire as well as
his head, but amongst other passages, I fell into a very great laughter, the
which he not seeming to take notice of, I asked him if he wondered not at
this my sudden passion, who answered, yes; I told him then, I could not
possibly forbear laughing to see so young a man as he was, pretend to be
the Author of that Book wherein I am termed but a boy, and he not above
three of four years (at the most) older then myself, and therefore I told him
I rather expected to see some grave fellow, whose Beard was at least as long
as his waist, and not one whose Beard was hardly so long as his teeth.

But both he and the Ancient Doctor his Master, and Author of that
wise word (who confessed (to a friend of mine) nothing vexed him, but that he
was answered by so young a man) must know that neither wisdom, learning,
knowledge, nor grace is to be measured by the Beard or age, and therefore
but a most weak evasion in his Arguments, of the validity and verity of
Astrology; neither is it any extraordinary witty quibble, since he cannot as
yet confute with all his manhood, what a boy has affirmed; and if he

31 From the poem Rufus Rolandus, or Orlando Furioso. At the beginning of the 16th
century, Lodovico Ariosto represented the Italian people in his masterpiece,
L'Orlando Furioso (The Crazy Orlando ). This epic poem is about knights and crusades
in which characters are true human beings, rather than idealised. The poem talks of
the love of the knight Orlando for Angelica, on the settings of an imaginary war of
Charles the Great to defend Paris from the Mores.

*® Bumped into.
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thought I would take acceptations at this, with the rest of his silly jeers and
affronts, railings and abuses, wherewith his Pamphlet is fraught, and
therefore thought it fit to make it proceed from one so near my own age, he
must needs think it worthy of much more notice, to procure laughter only,
but no otherwise; perhaps out of a tender respect to my health he did it,
knowing me to be a melancholy man: for I know he is also a Doctor of
Physic; testis Bredstreet; nihil amplius dico,’™ for the which good receipt,
before the closure of this Book, (if I forget not) I shall requite him with a
double Fee, for I abhor to be in his debt; but therein he did very ill to send
me this medicine by so unworthy an Apothecaries boy, or man (I crave your
pardon) if he intended I should ever have taken notice of it, otherwise he
had been repaid long ere now; I must confess I am not able to compare
Beards with the Doctor; for mine is not by at least two inches so long as a
Goats, yet it was full and long as his (though no so hoary) the Sunday after
the Eclipse of the Sun in March last, when he beat down Astrology which

Phreneticus®, and such like Frenzies; and therefore in this he shall have the

preheminency for senex bis puer’, and so being now in his dotage, I will
give him leave to reckon up as many Boys of 26 years of age as he pleases,
and make himself more ridiculous then already if possible, it being no
unusual thing with him to speak repugnancies to both Reason and Sense,
as will appear to any that shall peruse his Book, and therefore I shall not

need here further to enlarge.

CHAP XIII: Containing the fourth Reason, and Vindication from some
of their abuses, and untruths.

Having thus entered, let us proceed to a fourth Reason.

Fourthly, for that it is a discourse patched up with nothing but
evasions, as not disputing ad idem’”, and scurrilous railing language and
abuses towards me; amongst hundreds of which, I shall here only trouble

you with these three.

“OFirst, that a godly scholar reported unto him, 1 was assisted in the
penning of my defence of Astrology, Page 33 of his discourse; the which he
heathenishly, simply, and ignorantly (I will not say foolishly) terms
unchristianlike; I would he had not been thus hypocritical, but had named
his godly scholars name (if any such there were) and not have left his Reader
and indifferent men thus in doubt; nor so diabolically wicked as thus to
invent untruths, rather then he will not disgrace and disparage me, which I
shall prove; and also that he is as I here term him, and so consequently not
worthy the taking notice of, crediting, and that first affirmatively and then
negatively.

311l say no more.

317 Excessively agitated, transported with rage.

3% An old man is twice a boy or “Senex enters his second childhood."
3 To the same thing or to the same result.

3 That he is most d iabolically wicked, and inventer of untruths.
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First affirmatively, that since it is granted that no godly man will lie,
he could not by any one be informed of any such thing, since I never in the
least was assisted, or enlightened in any part of the Art, by any man or
party living or dead, much less in penning of that Book, which none ever
saw till it was finished and brought to be Licensed; besides, I do here
declare to all the world, I am not familiarly acquainted with any man living
upon the face of the earth, that is a student in this most Noble Science, and
therefore defy that man whosoever he be, that shall herein so grossly abuse
me; for I desire any one (be it whom it will) that can herein disprove me, to
publish it to the world, and I shall be content to subscribe my self no other
(and then I am sure I shall be bad enough) then this most malicious and
unworthy Orlando would persuade the world of me.

But he had done well for the prevention of this my Answer, to have
acquainted his Reader (as I have said) both with the name of his godly
scholar, and the names of those that I borrowed aid of; wherefore to any
rational man, what has been already said, is sufficient to conclude him not
worthy my Answer to every particular of his Rabble, and that he is as I have
affirmed him. And therefore I refer him to Rev. 21.8%*'. to receive his portion
with such as are there expressed.

*2Secondly negatively, that he is neither Godly nor Religious; for
since there is nothing more certain, then that a godly man will not lie: so
(by the rule of contraries) is there anything more affirmative, then that that
man that does lie, is nowise godly or religious; & that he erred in this
particular is clear; Ergo, Not Religious nor godly himself, although **such a
pretender. And for the assurance thereof, let him but make it yet appear to the
world that he was by any (whether godly or no) informed of any such matter, and
the names of those should give me any assistance, that there be any in the world that
will justify it, and I do here promise (though if overcome, I shall gain thereby no
credit) I will honour him so far, as to let posterity know he was worthy of RAM E
SEY S Answer.

And such is his malice, he cannot be content with this; but upon my
expression of the Blessed stone of the Philosophers which was but brought in
by the way, he quibbles on it, (leaving the matter still in question, and his
Reader unsatisfied) and that with invective, malicious, slanderous speeches
against my father, inferring by his rabble in the 39 page thereof, that my
father was not only ruined by his study in that matter, but also lay in prison
thereby, which is most notoriously false, as all that are of his acquaintance
can justify, for that he neither is in prison or ever was upon any suchscore;
there is nothing more certain. It is true, much he has expended in trying
conclusions that way, but I defy any man living to say he put him to a
penny charges therein; but so intolerable is his further abuse herein, that I

321 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and

whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: wh ich is the second death.”
%2 That he is not Godly or religious.

3 Upon the closing of his words the Author promises him that honour as to answer him,
which otherwise he holds him not worthy of.
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cannot but deliver it to the world, both for the clearing of my father and
manifesting this Furioso's maliciousness; in the same place he has these
words, persisting thus in his wicked slanders; and truly for this had he his
due, his ears should be cropped to teach him to keep his tongue within
compass; after he had mentioned most falsely and unworthily, he was in
prison thereby, he says, though the late King bore with his defeating him of his
expectations, and of **scores of pounds, yet other men will not, cannot bear such
wrongs; intimating as will soon appear to the judicious Reader, that he had
money from the King for his charges in those works, but to his great
damage brought naught to pass, which of all mischiefs and envies, is the
greatest; for there is none who had any acquaintance with the King, but can
acquaint the world, he was ever averse to such a belief, and had many times
dissuaded him from such expensive courses (this truly is a pretty world
when such fellows as he shall speak of kings actions and expectations) and
so far was he from lending him money, that he owed him in arrear when he
died, £5500 as is testified under the hands of Sir Robert Pye’”, Sir William
Vuidale™, Sir David Cunningham®”, Cap. Falkonbridge’, Auditor Collins and
others: but certainly he that will presume in print thus to affirm untruths,
and those so scandalous, will not stick to say any thing, right or wrong, so
he may but advantage himself sixpence.

Wherefore what he says in derision of that most sublime Revelation
and heavenly secret, which men vulgarly call the Philosophers Stone, but in
effect the soul of the world, and that whereby all things both Celestial and
Terrestrial that are creatures, subsist, increase, and next under God himself,
have their being; I say whatever he or any such Animal to whom God has
not bestowed so much mercy, as to believe such a thing to be in rerum
natura, or in posse®, says against it, is not much material; for my part, if [
should see such kind of creatures believe and discourse thereon, I should
(had I never before heard thereof) have concluded it to be mere foolery,
and madness, as these mad kind of people do;*" "but if I should ask him
what he thinks of Coining, I believe he would conclude that a great deal the
better Trade; but I shall pass by that, for he knows well enough what I mean, I'1
warrant you, he thinks his a more blessed thing a great deal.

Again secondly, in his 43 page he says, [ was set on by my Brethren the
Astrologers (being one of the silly weak ones) to confute Doctor Homes; and in
divers places he informs and assures his Reader, I study and practice the Art
in a mercenary way, and gain money by resolving questions; whereby you may
plainly see how his envy runs him into an absurdity, and instead of

524 Upon the clearing of his words, the Author promises him that  honour, as to answer him,
which otherwise he holds him not worthy of.

% Gir Robert Pye (1585-1662) was auditor of the Exchequer, and a staunch Royalist.
326 Unkown.

¥ David Cuningham of Bartenholm, laird of Robertland, Ayreshire, Scotland (died
circa 1566).

3% Lord Falconbridge married Mary Cromwell, third daughter of Oliver Cromwell
in 1657. He became alienated from Cromwell and refused to cooperate with him.
* In the nature of things.

* Having strength or power, being able.

31 A good jest, were it not too te dious to relate.
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speaking sense, he commits nonsense, and renders himself ridiculous by
this his Bull, that I being one of the silliest & weakest Students in Astrology
was chosen out of all the other to confute the Doctor and vindicate the Art;
Ha, ha, he! by this, the Doctor and he are both very much credited that their
strong Arguments should be refelled by the weakest Astrologer, and that all
that they can do cannot silence him, nor vindicate themselves in the least
point, save with railing, quibbling, and evading with quillets™ nothing
appertaining to the business in hand; for if high words and abuses are of
sufficient force to maintain an Argument, I will get an
Opyster-Belins-gate-wench™ shall confute them both in any Argument they
dare mention; and as touching my practising Astrology in a mercenary way,
I shall appeal to all my acquaintance; for I practice no such thing; my
practice publicly is Physic, and with it I privately consult with Astrology, and
all such Sciences as conduce to the knowledge of Nature, of which I prefer
Astrology; for without it (as you have sufficiently heard before) there is no
Physician able to be perfect in this Art, let them say what they will, and
colour their ignorance over as they please; I have both Hippocrates, Galen,
Avicen and Paracelsus for it, which I am sure were better and more expert
Physicians then any nowadays which are against it.

Thirdly, whereas he says, and that most impiously and falsely, that I
hold and maintain a necessity and fatality in the stars, both that very Lux
Veritatis, which these malicious wretches so endeavour to rail down, and
my Vox stellarum will witness for me; and as for my Vox stellarum, there is
hardly three leaves can be read together, wherein a clear manifestation of
my denying fatality may not be had; therefore I shall not need to
particularize any part thereof, only refer you to the perusal at your best
leisure; but as concerning my Lux Veritatis, which they so pleno ore
endeavour to cry down, it being thus under the censure, I shall here give
you its language.

First, In the Epistle to the Reader it has these words, Astrology, or the
influence of the stars has no fatality, except some contingency be mixed therewith;
for this were to deny the Providence of God: and again, in the 97. page of the
Book (being the first Sect. fo the 4. chap:) it says thus (and so forward)
Supiens dominabitur aftris, a wise man may rule the stars (but this is **Solomon’s
wise man that is here understood) and Astra resunt bemines, sed regit astra
Deus, the stars rule men, but God rules the stars; not meaning when was say, Astra
regunt homines, any fatal necessity to be attributed to the influence of those
heavenly bodies, nor to have power over men farther then such men are guided only
by sense as bruit beasts, and not by reason, and farther that they Agunt, non
cogunt, they act or incline, but no wise compel; but where grace or reason supports a

%32 Quibbles.

 An oyster girl from Billingsgate market, London, by this time a fish market. One
who uses coarse, abusive language.

%3 The Religious, and such as are thoroughly regenerate and born again by water and fire:

on such must confes s, none but the Son of the righteousness, and the lesser stars of his graces
and blessings have influence or power; but so long as they continue to be born only according
to the flesh, and the natural course and order of the world, Astra requnt bomines, &c . Both
in the Dr. and his man by their own words convinced of the badness of their cause, and
therefore other testimonies are needless, &e.
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man, there, or on such a man the stars have no power: And in the 52. page
thereof, thus, The stars of their own wills (as if they were living souls) decree not
future events, nor necessarily usurp power over our minds, but only to signify the
inclinations of the elements, and of all things compounded of them.

All this you may clearly see in my Lux Veritatis; and but for
tediousness, I might rehearse yet some other passages in Page 65 line 15
page 70.1.17. p.75.1.11. p.85.1.17. p.97.1.28. p.94. p.96.1.29. &c. But by what
has been already said, you may see their palpable malice and envy, as also
their intolerable abuses and untruths; for you see they care not what they
say or affirm, so it may be but to their advantage, or what they rail out so to
the disparagement of those that please them not. Wherefore now Reader do
you judge, and tell me (all this being considered) whether by their own
words (It is to prudent men the sign of a bad cause, that needs to be defended by
bad words) their cause be to be judged or accounted good, who have so often
been guilty thereof, and that most maliciously, in both inventing and
affirming detracting and most abusive speeches and stories: and whether
their cause then be not only bad, but the baddest and worst of causes, who
in all that rabble of their pretended Reply have hardly one page wherein
there is not some abuse, foul language or an untruth.

Now as touching their evasions, I shall briefly run over two or three
of them that so they may be known for Sophisters™, and then proceed; for
it would be folly in me to take notice of more. In the first page of my
discourse I show the Reader, the Doctor in all his Book declares not what
Astrology is he so strives to beat down; and therefore for their better
understanding of what we so pro and con maintain, I there delivered a
definition thereof, which I gathered from the 1. chap. and 1. book of
Ptolemys Quadripartite, the which, say they, is not in that place, nor any
other set down by him, after they had as you have heard, gone on in their
invective railings and abuses to make me odious, and then by this their
weak evasion they endeavour to give an inlet to all their absurdities, which
indeed must needs consequently follow, if this be admitted.

**But admit that definition was never recorded by him or any other
Astrologer, yet are they never the nearer to their purpose; for, if I may (that
am to vindicate the Art) have liberty to tell them what it is that I stand for
and maintain, since they have not, nor cannot show what it is they
condemn; why then, I say, I define Astrology to be that Art, which be the
constant motions, configurations, and Influences of the Stars and Planets, teaches
how to judge of the Natural effects and mutations to come in elements, and in and
on elementary bodies; the which I say again, although not in ipsissimis verbis, is
to be found in the aforesaid place; yet would rational men have found the
same in effect, which might and does very well serve turn, which they know
well enough, though they endeavour by this their weak assertion to evade,
giving any answer thereunto, which indeed they are not able to do
otherwise; wherefore what in all this their Galimaufry they condemn and
argue against, deviating from this my definition, they neither speak nor

% Those who maintain by sophistry, or by a fallacious argument.
3% The definition of Astrology.
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argue to what I have said; Ergo, against what they know not, nor are
capable, in saying they write against Astrology; for what is more then I have
here expressed, I deny to be Astrology in its purity; but if they will not
admit me to tell them what it is I hold to be Lawful or maintain, I must
confess they may easily convince me; but to this definition I stand, upon
which as I in the 100. page of that Book in answer to the Doctor say, so here
again I dare undertake the vindication of the validity and legality of the Art,
against not only what he has said, but all the Divines and men in the World
put together in one can or will say against it: for I am certain he that can
find fault herewith, is not Compos mentis; and therefore I shall appeal to the
learned and indifferent Judges that are judicious, whether my Arguments,
that are grounded hereon, are not in full force, and remain as yet by them
unshaken, notwithstanding all their simple quirks, whimsical tricks and
quillets’”, and ridiculous quibbles like themselves, which soon vanish, not
being worthy of any wise mans notice, they no wise disputingad idem.

But this is not all; Who so shall but take the pains to compare my
discourse with their pretended Reply (although they pretend to the Reader
they set down my chapters and sections verbatim) will soon find their
Sophistical juggles, and the Reader deceived; for they not only omit here
and there somewhat, which makes absolutely against them, but also in
most sections and chapters there is some very considerable points escaped
their notice, for that they had disparaged themselves to have expressed
them, knowing they could not give any solid or sober Reply thereunto, I
shall here only mention one whole section they have omitted, referring the
rest to your own search at your leisure; for it were an intricate and too
tedious a thing in this Book to particularise every one, and the reasons why
they omitted them; since, I say they have been herein so generally guilty,
and not only so, but also in many places of what they have set down you
wilt find they have clearly wrested the sense and meaning of my words,
and made them conformable to their own intentions, the better to have
liberty for their bald jeers, abuses and sophistications; wherefore should I
take notice of such shufflers so as to trouble my self to return them an
answer, according to that of the wise man, Prov. 26.4’”. [ should render my
self more ridiculous (if possible) then they are already.

But (as I said) if you have regard to the 104. page of their ridiculous
pamphlet, you will soon find (not knowing how to give any satisfactory
Reply) they have omitted my whole 6. Section of my 3. Chapter, being an
answer to the 2. of Dan. the 1,2,3,4. and 5*. verses, alleged by Doctor Homes

7 Wisecracks.

% “ Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.”

% 11] And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.
[2] Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the
sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and
stood before the king.

[3] And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dre am. [4] Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack,
O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation. [ 5] The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone
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to condemn Astrology; pretending to their Reader there is nothing therein
contained, but what was left to me by Sir Christopher Heydon, and therefore
not worthy the setting down; and this the impudent Penner endeavours to
prove by these words, As I dare be judged by the Learned in his own judgements,
and if so, I am sure he will be condemned both for his false assertion and
his impudence thus to appeal to the Learned, in my judgement, in so
untrue a thing, which his own conscience accuses him of, and must needs
fly in his face for this, as for many other his abuses and untruths; for Sir
Christopher in no part of his Discourse so much as mentions that passage; for
indeed, it came not at all in his way, not being alleged by Mr. Chambers**
whom he wrote against; and therefore, before a friend of the pretended
Repliers in the aforesaid Inn where he lodged, the 22 day of Jan. 1651. I
offered him 10.1. to show me any one passage in all that Section in Sir
Christopher Heydon, or so much as that passage of Scripture mentioned by
Mr. Chambers: wherefore what reason the Reader has to credit him in his
other assertions and allegations through out all that Book, that dare thus
peremptorily say and affirm any thing, though never so false, let him judge;
but the truth is, he could not (though he stood upon Doctor Homes his
shoulder, who had formerly wrested that text, thinking no body
understood the Scripture but himself, because he is a timeserving Divine)
answer, or give any sufficient reply to my Arguments in that sixth Section,
and therefore omits it, that his Reader might not know what was therein,
and so comes sneakingly off, with telling him it was not worth the setting
down, being left to me from Sir Christopher Heydon,; the which if it had been
true, being a passage of Scripture, and brought by the Doctor to condemn
Astrology, and again his affirmation refelled, it had not only been worth
setting down, but also answering (if he had been able) had he had any
desire to give his Reader any satisfaction in the thing in question.

But alas poor fellow, he never looks to that, knowing he cannot well
lose his credit more then he has already; so he might have money for the
fathering of it, what cared he what was in it, good or bad, sense or
nonsense, tis all alike to him. And thus much shall suffice for my fourth
Reason, why I hold not that pretended Reply worthy my Answer.

CHAP X1V: Containing the Authors fourth Reason, and the Scripture
proofs alleged for Astrology in his Lux Veritatis, proved to remain
unshaken.

Reason 5. Fifthly, For that it is not an answer to my Discourse, which the
learned and judicious will soon find; I mean the Penners thereof have no
ways answered to those passages of mine they have expressed and pretend
to refell. I might here set down many passages of that rabbling Discourse

from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

* John Chambers who published A Treatise Against Judicial Astrologie . He argued
that astrology was inconsistent with Christianity. He also wro te a reply to Heydon
which was never published.
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for the manifestation thereof; but least I should make this Book too large,
and trouble you with the rehearsal of such unworthy stuff, I shall here only
clear some places of mine, wherein I show Astrology not impugned by
Scripture, but rather upheld thereby and allowed by that Divine Writ, and
that thereby also the Stars are proved both signs and causes,
notwithstanding what these Punies have or can say against it; now these
being the considerablest points, and all others depending thereon, we shall
in this place touch on no other: but for your farther satisfaction, refer you to
the discourse it self.

In my 2nd Section and 1st Chapter, being about to undeceive my
Reader, that the Divine Writ allowed not of Astrology, and that it was not
everywhere therein condemned, as was wisely affirmed by Doctor Homes,
who when all came to all could produce but six places against it, and those
but imaginary neither, as may appear by the third chapter of *'my Lux
Veritatis; 1 use these words, being penned by that glorious King David, who
was a great Prophet, and had a large measure of the Spirit of God, beinga
man after Gods own heart: The heavens declared the glory of God, Psal. 19.1. The
language of the stars is heard over all the earth, or the uttermost parts thereof, Psal.
19.3. As if he had said (say I there) there is no part free from the power of their
influences; for their power has a general extint over all Nations, Kingdoms,
Countries, Provinces and Languages; 1 pray who can restrain the sweet Influences
of the Pleiades? Job 38.31 And did not the stars in their courses fight against
Sisera? Judg. 5.20. One of these places had been enough to have convinced him of
great Wickedness, in denying the Scripture does anywhere allow of Astrology, &c.

To all which they reply thus. To that of Psal.19.1 they say those
words show only that the Heavens were framed by the Word and power of God
the Creator, which if no other meaning were in these words to be
understood, the Prophet might as well have said, a Dog, Cat, or any other
Creature declares the wonderful works and glory of the Almighty; but the
meaning thereof is, that he effects thereby and works, and herein are his
wonderful works the more manifest, and to be admired. I thought the
Doctor and the other now of late pretending to be a Minister of the word,
had been better versed in the sense and meaning of that Scripture; but his
by the way.

*And as touching Psal.19.3. in their 22. page, where they should
have proved it no ways available to my Argument or purpose, disputants
like, alas, they tell their Reader, my interpretation must give place to the
Apostles, Rom. 10.18. viz. preaching of the Gospel, not of Astrology,; and for the
Pleiades in Job, say they, they are answered after; and for the fighting of the stars
against Sisera, compare Josh. 10.11. Exod. 9.23. but name the words of none
of these places; for that would discover their wickedness in wresting the
Scripture by affirming what is not; as also their ignorance and weakness in
not knowing how otherwise to answer the business, but by quoting the like
number of Texts, and pretending to their Reader, therein he shall receive

! That the stars have influence is here proved by the Divine Scripture.
2 But some of his other old Trades do better become him: for whether his humour, nor
natural inclinationdo Anywaise suit with it.

104




clear satisfaction, never regarding whether they were any thing or not to
the purpose.

But since you are so cunning, I will be as cunning as you; and since
the point is so considerable, as that the legality of the Art, and the warrant
thereof from Divine Scripture depends thereon, I shall show you (because
you have thus played the Sophisters with your Reader in this as in all other)
what those passages you quote speak, and then let any that has but half an
eye to discern between light and darkness, good and bad, truth and
falsehood, judge of the business.

But first, let me show you what they have unawares confessed
touching that of Judges, thinking it will confirm that ridiculous assertion of
theirs, That the meaning of that Text is, the storms, Tempest, Wind and rain fought
against Sisera: Ha, ha, he! I never knew in my life (nor (I am confident) the
ancientest and wisest Philosopher that ever was) any star that had the
name of storm, tempest, wind, rain or hail; the Divine Writ expressly tells
us, that the stars in their courses fought, &e. and yet these -, what shall I call
them, render it storms, tempests, wind, &c. and therein themselves both
envious and ridiculous, having no better a come off; if all their learning
cannot distinguish betwixt stars and storms, they are not so fit to hold or
maintain an Argument, as to go to school to learn to spell better; for
although they are so ancient, nunguam sera est, &c. for (not disparagement
to them) I have known wiser, nay and far more solid and discreet at 18.
years of age; but perhaps this their error proceeded not from any defect of
Judgement, but of old Age and wanting their spectacles mistook & read
storms for stars, as their quondam brother read greek-bay-horse for bay-tree;
wherefore since they are in their dotage, or at least since these and such like
mistakes are usual with them, I shall not farther take notice of such animals;
but return to show you what a rod they have given me to whip themselves,
which they had very well deserved, had they been thus tardy at School

**In the same 22. page of their Pamphlet, they confess (but certainly
unawares, as | said before) that those storms, tempests, winds, &c. were
accounted by Junius to be caused by the Influence of the stars and heavenly bodies;
whereby you may clearly see how much they know what they write
against, when the influence of the stars is confessed by them to be the cause
of those storms, tempests, &c. that discomfited Siseras Army (this is an
much as I desire) and yet in their very next words they deny that that
passage of Scripture makes any thing for Astrology; wherefore since you have at
large already heard, and now here again by their own Arguments and
words I have fully proved and warranted that the stars have influence on
elementary things, I need not here spend time to show you farther what
might be understood, and is indeed to be collected affirmatively out of that
text for this our purpose; but hasten to show that (notwithstanding what
they have said) the stars are by the same testimony, viz. the word of God,
proved to be both signs and causes; yet first let me show you their

* That the stars have influence is clear from their own Arquments and words.
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impudence, wresting of Scriptures, and concealedness, touching whom the
wisest of men, (Solomon) Prov. 26.12**, testifies.

CHAP XV: Showing that the Text in Psal. 19.v.3. alleged by the Author
to prove the stars have influence, is no wise refelled.

**As touching the first, viz. Rom. 10.18. Which they say is rather to be taken then
my interpretation, merely hereby to deceive their Reader, not being indeed
able otherwise to give any solid answer thereunto (as has been said.) The
words are (the Apostle having before spoken of the difference of that
righteousness which comes of the Law, and that of Faith in the foregoing
verse, Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, and then he
says) but have they not heard? (meaning the People or Nations) yes verily; their
sound Went into all the earth, and their Words unto the end of the World; being
about to show that both Jews and Gentiles shall hear the word preached
unto them; but hereby they prove not (to any rational man) that because
these Texts agree and come near to one another in words, therefore they
are one and the same in sense; for that were to render themselves both void
of sense and reason; for we see clearly the Apostle here promises in a
Prophetic way the Universal preaching of the word, or at least that it should
shine in the dark corners of the Gentiles, who were then unbelievers; but
not one word or mention either in this Text, or to be gathered out of all the
Chapter, of the stars or their influence: but in that 19. Psalm and the third
verse we see clearly, there is no speech nor language, where their voice is not
heard;, meaning the voice of the stars, viz. their influence; having (as you
have heard) in the preceding words said, The Heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament shows his handy work, and in the subsequent words, viz.
vers. 4, 5, 6. their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the World: in them has he set a Tabernacle for the Sun, which as a Bridegroom
cometh out of his chamber, and rejoices as a strong man to run a race; his going
forth is from the end of the heaven and his circuit unto the ends of it, and there is
nothing hid from the heat thereof, By which you may plainly see that David
there speaks of all the Heavens in general; the heavens declare, &c. and stars
therein, when he mentions their voice, and particularly the Zodiac, which he
calls a Tabernacle for the Sun; moreover, you are quite put out of doubt,
that he before spake of all these, and the influence of the stars by his
mentioning this more particularly, the Sun, Qus est Rex astrorum™’, and his
heat, and so comprehending all under him being the chief of them;
intimating also that his influence is universal throughout the whole earth
from the East unto the West, the which course he rejoices to run as a strong
man to run a race; so that from hence here can nothing in the least be
gathered for the uniting those two Texts in sense being as different as the
North is from the South, or as Heaven is from Earth, and altogether as
impossible to be united, as it is to join the East with the West, or the Pole

3 “Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of

him.”
* This reply to Psalm 19 3 proved not insufficient and weak for their purpose.
# Who is king of t he stars.
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Artic with the Antarctic; for it was merely the marginal notes in some of our
Bibles, which led these two learned Teachers of the Word of God out of the
way, and into this weak business, serving no whit at all to their purpose;
which they knew well enough; and therefore it was they delivered not the
words of the Text they quoted, persuading themselves that their telling the
Reader it was St. Pauls interpretation of the Psalm agreeing somewhat in
words, would be sufficient; and truly so it is for the making them
ridiculous, but for nothing else; for sure I am St. Paul, never made either an
interpretation or exposition of the Psalms, or the marginal Notes in our
Bibles; but me thinks they should have taken the 4, 5, and 6. verses before
mentioned with them, and have made all concur, they depending so
unanimously one upon the other, but this is clear, let us now to then
answer to that in Job by me alleged, and so.

CHAP XVI: Proving their Reply to Job 38.31. showing the stars to have
influence, to be frivolous and of no effect.

Mark how as touching this point, they tell their Reader it is answered after,
but they tell him not in what manner; for if they had, they had been
unwise; for all the answer that I could find in all their Galimaufry was only
this, that what I said was false, according to the old saying, in a word you lies; a
pure way to confute an Argument, and very easy! But whoso shall peruse
St. Augustine upon Job, which here would be too tedious to discuss, and in a
manner (being so clear, and that by the testimony of so good an Author)
superfluous; I say no more on this matter, only desiring you also to peruse
but the preceding and subsequent words of that passage of St Augustine
which they bring, seeming to make for them, and you shall find therein also
their juggling tricks to deceive their Reader: just as they brought Ptolemy to
condemn Astrology, which I hinted at in the beginning of this Book; for it is
very strange that Ptolemy should speak against that which he taught to the
World in four Books in Folio; but if the sense and meaning of the Author be
not regarded, it is an easy matter even in the best of Writings to find out
some seeming contradictions.

But I dare positively affirm and maintain that St. Augustine does in no
place of all his works condemn, and positively disallow of Christian Judicial
Astrology in its purity, and not abused; and this may sufficiently be
manifested by those five opinions I have set down in my Lux Veritatis,
chap.2 sect.3 which he records in libro de Civitate Dei, lib.5. cap.l. for though
the superstitious abuses thereof be by him condemned, it argues not
therefore the natural uses are to be abolished; and therefore though before
his conversion he followed the Heresies of the Manichees, who maintained
the stars to be adored and prayed unto, and afterwards wrote against them,
yet can it not be made apparent, that he utterly condemned this liberal
Science, as will appear by these words of his libro 5.cap.6. de Civitate Dei; Non
usque quaque absurde dici possit ad solas corporum differentias, afflatus quosdam
valere sidereos, sicut in solaribus accessibus, & recessibus; videmus etiam ipsius
anni tempora variari, & lunaribus incrementis & decrementis augeri & minui
quadam genera retum, sicut echinos & conchas, & mirabiles asius oceani, non autem

107




& animi voiuntates positionsbus syderum subdi**”*: whereby we see nothing

exempted from subjection to the stars that is bodily, but only our spiritual
part; neither does he ascribe this power to the stars in general, as that their
specifical virtues are not possible to be known by man; for in his Book De
gen lib.2. cap.5. he agrees with Astrologers that Saturn is cold.

Again shall we admit that St. Augustine, and with him all the Fathers
unanimously are against Astrology; yet may we not hence make our selves
so ridiculous as to conclude Astrology of no validity or efficacy, they being
but men, and therefore subject to error; and since it is nowise condemned
by the word of God (which should be the touchstone of all men’s writings)
further then that men should not give the power of the Creator to the
creature, nor impose a fatal necessity and trust therein; and therefore St.
Augustine in the aforesaid fifth Book, and first chap. of his City of God,
delivering five opinions (as I said) concerning destiny, in his first shows,
that by destiny is understood The providence, will, and power of God; and
therefore he warns Astrologers that they continue their opinions, but correct
their tongues; for that through custom of speech the vulgar commonly
understood nothing by the word fate, or destiny, but the inevitable power of the
stars; and so becomes a means to draw them from a true trust and
confidence in God and his word.

And truly were it not for fear of making this Treatise too great, I
could show you that every part of Astrology, nay even monthly
Prognostications (which some men think are condemned by the word of
God) being grounded upon observation deduced from causes in nature,
have ever been permitted and suffered in all well ordered and Christian
Commonwealths; and that not only the Fathers and latter Divines, but even
Mr. Calvin®” himself in his admonition, with others (that attribute as little to
this Art as they may) do allow thereof, so far forth as it extends to the state of
the weather, of health, sickness, plenty, dearth, and to the direction of the Physician
when to purge by Pill, when by Potion, when by letting of blood; this being as far
as I maintain the Art, and make my study therein proceed, as shall be
cleared before the closure of this Treatise; but let us here proceed.

* This is a quotation from Augustine's City of God, Book V, Chapter 6. Augustine
allows the planets to have an effect on the physical world, such as tides and
seasons, but not on the human soul. “It is not entirely absurd to say that certain
influences from the stars do have an effect, but only on certain bodies, as when
with the approach and recession of the sun we see the seasons of the year itself
vary, and with the waxing and waning of the moon certain sorts of things such as
sea-urchins and s hellfish and the marvellous tides of the ocean; yet not that the
wishes of the spirit are also subject to the positions of the stars.”

¥ Lib 5 chap 4 and lib 20 chap 6. contra Fausum Mancheum.

* John Calvin born Noyon in Picardy, France, 10 July 1509 died at Geneva, 27 May
1564. Christian reformer. His theology has been greatly influential in many
Protestant denominations. The primary tenets of Calvinism include a belief in the
primacy of the scripture as an authority for doctrinal decisions, a belief in
predestination, a belief in salvation wholly accomplished by grace with no
influence from works, and a rejection of the episcopacy. Wrote a treatise exposing
judicial astrology
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CHAP XVII: Proving their Reply to Judges 5.20. weak, and nowise
available to their intent or purpose.

Enter we now on the last Text, viz. That in Judges, with which they bid us
compare Josh. 10.11. Exod. 9.23. the which you shall see makes altogether as
little for their turn as all the rest have in the other, and therefore it was they
durst not deliver the words, which are these, Josh. 10.11. And it came to pass
as they fled from before Israel (meaning the hosts of the 5. Kings) and were in
the going down to Bethoren, that the Lord cast down great stones from Heaven
upon them unto Azekah; they were more which died with hail-stones, then they
which the children of Israel slew with the sword: in all which, we see only the
vengeance of God executed on those people that Joshuah was ordained to
drive out from before the children of Israel: how does this prove that the
stars in their courses fought not against Sisera, in the fifth of Judges? or that
they did not indeed fight also against these 5. Kings? for by their own
confession, the storms, hail, wind, and tempests that discomfited Siseras
Army, were occasioned by the influence of the stars; and therefore I know
no reason to the contrary, but that they were also occasioners of these
hail-stones, so that they have gained little by this their first place to be
therewith compared.

As touching the second, it is this, Exod.9.23. The words are, And
Moses stretched forth his Rod towards Heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hale,
and the fire run along upon the ground, and the Lord rained hail upon the Land of
Egypt; a strong argument truly, that the stars in their courses fought not
against Sisera! what would they have it to be, or their Reader to understand
by these their weak come-offs? would they have it the hand of God? I say
the same; would they have it hail-storms? I say so to; what would they have
it to be? Can they show me in either, or both these their texts, that the stars
in their courses sought not against Sisera? or can the show that thereby we
are taught and shown to read that place otherwise? but they must know
this, that though in neither of them there is a word to be found or mention
made of any stars, yet in that of Judges there is both mention of them, and
express testimony they sought against Sisera, The stars in their courses fought
against Sisera.

So that you see clearly my Arguments, proving Astrology to be
warranted by the word of God, do remain yet unshaken, and that
notwithstanding all that they have or can say; no solid Reply can be by
them produced to the contrary; wherefore it matters not (should we make
no more words) what either of them both or all the men in the World that
are either ignorantly or obstinately or traditionally against it, do say against
it; for as I end that 2. sect. of my 2. chap. where I prove the stars to be both
signs and causes, I may here, you see, again triumphantly sing, Et si
Scriptura, & ipse Deus nobiscum quis contra nos? If the Scripture and God
himself be with us, who can be against us?

Wherefore you see now what great cause the Penner of the rabble

had to say after these evasions and juggles, Thus with a touch it appears the
Mr. Ramesey is deceived in his conclusion to the said proofs, that one of them were
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enough to convince any man the stars have influences; for nor one, nor all, nor an
hundred such, are in any show sufficient to convince a prudent man of this, &e.

Thus you see he denies the very testimony of the word of God, nay
although it were affirmed by an hundred places, and yet with all his wit he
cannot refell the least of these, save with his facing down with a bold
forehead, which to the judicious will be but a laughing stock; for now it is
most manifest, that whereas he said, I was then in a dream, he is in such a
dream that he knows not where he is, nor how to beturn or betake himself
for refuge, but by railing and spitting his venom Viper-like against me and
that wherewith I have wounded him to the quick: for it is most apparent,
that (although he says thus with a touch, &c.) he has so slightly touched my
Arguments that they yet stand unshaken, and had he not said thus with a
touch, we had not known whether he had touched them or no. Wherefore
now lets see how my Arguments also by the word of God that the stars are
both signs and causes, are still left also unrefelled, and so hasten to a
conclusion.

CHAP XVIII: That the stars are proved both signs and causes by the
word of God; and the Art lawful, notwithstanding all their malice.

*¥So in my Lux Veritatis, chap.2. Sect.2. From these Texts you will find I
prove that the stars are both signs and causes, Gen. 1.14. Hos. 2.21. and Deut.
33.14. the which because it would here be too tedious to rehearse, I refer
unto you to peruse at your own leisure; to all which you shall find no other
reply returned then this at the latter end of the 73. page. The Doctor denies
not that the stars are causes, and this I believe is granted me, because they
knew no other reply, without rendering themselves ridiculous to the
World; but if so, and (as it is farther granted) that he allows of Natural
Astrology, and so consequently that the stars are also signs; let me ask any
rational man what they argue against then, if the stars be confessed signs
and causes of wind, hale, storms, tempests and alteration of weather? or
how is it then unlawful, Diabolical, or a doctrine of Devils, to practise or
prognosticate thereby of these accidents? as Doctor Homes most wisely and
discreetly terms it: And thus hast you briefly been shown the utmost of that
discourse for the refelling of mine, by which you see, notwithstanding,
Astrology to remain in full force; that the stars have influence, and are both
signs and causes warranted by the Divine Word of God. It rests therefore
now, I only add this one place more in the 4.sect. of the 1 chap. of my
Discourse, wherein I prove that the Art of Astrology is not prohibited by the
word of God, nor the study thereof by God himself, but rather by him
allowed, and then shall conclude with a Relation of the power and subject
of Astrology, and how far it is by me defended or maintained, and pass over
all the residue of that rabbling, railing reply as not worth my notice.

In that fourth Sect. (I say) proving the legality of Astrology, and that
God does not prohibit the study thereof, as is clear by that testimony of the

0 That the stars are both signs and cuases proved and cleared.

110




Holy Ghost by St. Stephen in the 7. of the Acts ver.22. speaking in the
commendation of Moses, he gives him over and above the commendation
aforesaid in that same 7. chap. this praise, That he was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. which (I say in that
place) is clear to any rational man, "That if it had been anywise cc sinful,
Diabolical or odious in the sight of God, Moses would not have applied his
study thereunto, or at "least it would never have been recorded in his
praise: I might instance here Daniel, Solomon and others; "but this is so clear
that to insist longer hereon, were but vain; thus far I insisted in that place
above quoted.

Now as touching a Reply thereunto, they have none in the world,
but a bold Assertion of an untruth in these words, pag.38. of that Pamphlet,
The Doctor has fully answered that these Saints were not judicial Astrologers. But
in what place, the Reader is left to seek, which right Disputants are never
guilty of; but catch either the Doctor or this Rufus, without an evasion or
juggle, - and you may do what you will with them.

So also when I prove further, that Astrology is a lawful Art, being
not prohibited by the Word of God, their Reply is, it is only my passing my
word for it; but I would fain see them pass any sound word or Argument
against it, and not content themselves with these silly and weak come-offs.

Again, in that 4.Sect. I come further to show that, "We see by
experience, that God does (so far is he "from disallowing and prohibiting
the practice of Astrology) absolutely allow of both the Art and Artists, "in his
showing of blazing-stars to them only that study Astrology (not to the
vulgar and proficient in "other Arts) to forewarn his people of the danger
and punishment to come; and if it were not so, he might "as well show
signs of his future pleasure to the Illiterate by common vulgar things, as in
heaven, to the "learned Astrologer who can only judge of their effect.

Now but warily observe their Reply, and you will have fit matter of
laughter; for in the 38 page, they say that my alleging that God shows
blazing-stars only to Astrologers, is a gross untruth, Confessed by thousands of the
vulgar yet alive in England, who saw the blazing-star many nights that appeared
afore the Swedish wars in Germany; for what hinders but shepherds, sailors,
watch-men, and Illiterates should perceive that which is obvious to the common eyes
of man-kind, and distinguish a Comet from a star by his nearness, motion, and his
feather or long tail?

And truly herein they have told us a long tale to no purpose; for
should I deny that such things can be discerned that are obvious to the
common sense of seeing, I should indeed render my self as ridiculous as
they have in not apprehending my words, who deny not in the least, but
that they may plainly be seen of Sailors, Watchmen, Shepherd, illiterate
Hay makers, also dolts, and Asses if they be not blind or asleep, which is
nothing at all to my Argument; for I was to let my Reader know that God
more especially (allowing of the study and contemplation of his heavenly
creatures in his servants) shows such things as are Comets and Blazing-stars
to Astrologers only; I say because they only of all other men, are the ablest
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to judge of their effects and portences, that the people might be forewarned
of the misery and the like; for otherwise he might show his wonders in
common vulgar things.

*But if we observe, it is wonderful to see how learnedly these
zealous blades by this their Reply prove that God (contrary to what I have
alleged) does not in the least allow of Astrology, or the Students thereof, by
this his showing of Comets or Blazing-stars; and that this my Argument
conduced not to the validity of the Art or Artists, and not to come off so
blewly to argue on what was never affirmed; but poor men they are to be
excused; come once to talk to them of Comets and Blazing-stars, and you
put them quite out of their Sphere: therefore I shall only propound this
question to them, and look for an Answer when they are able to understand
English; they say I am shamefully out in my Latin, because I interpret not
the words of the Bachharen Council verbatim®? but deliver the sense of them.
I thought I had writ to men, which would have been content with the
sense, and not to children that must have it word by word expounded; but
however, this must needs be a Bull to affirm that therefore I was out in my
Latin; but they cannot deny they are in this place out in their English,
which is far greater fault, and deserves both the ferula®™ and flagellum®,
and therefore I say I shall only ask them this question, because they
understand neither English, sense nor honesty, for perhaps thereby they
may come to understand what I said; viz. whether it was the Astrologer I
spoke of, or the Shepheard, Sailor, Watchmen, and Illiterates they speak of,
that told them the Comet in 1618. foreshowed the Swedish wars in Germany,
that they talk of?

CHAP XIX: Proving Astrology to be warranted by Councils, in spite of
their Rabble.

Even in that same 4. Sect. having thus (as you have heard) showed the
legality of Astrology, and validity of the study thereof, not being prohibited
by God, &c. I conclude then, that whatever Doctor Homes alleges was the
Law of the Romans against it, was of no validity; since of necessity (if
warranted by the Word of God) it must be allowed by the Councils,
especially the godlier sort of Councils, whose Acts and determinations will
be grounded on piety and the Word of God; and if otherwise, I value not
what their censure is; for they are but men and (guided by their own
reasons and opinions) frail, subject to infirmities and errors; humanum est

errare®.

1 Neither the Doc tor nor Rufus understand English or Sense.

%2 Word for word.

%3 The plant asafoetida, also known as devils dung owing to its fetid smell and
nauseating taste. In the Middle Ages, a small piece of the gum was worn around
the neck to ward off disease.

% A type of whip used to inflict punishment.

%5 To err is human.
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To which in their 39th page they Reply, that as I prove Astrology not to
be condemned by the Word of God, just so (and ....wiselier) do I prove it not
impugned by Councels, namely by bare facing it down with a bold forehead.

Now I desire no better proof that it is not condemned by Councels
then this; for is their wisdoms will admit this to be proved as wisely, and
just as I have the other, which all their wit you see, could not the least and
weakest point silence, my Argument will be good and firm enough, and
evident to the Reader, that they remain as yet by them unshaken, and that
they have no other refuge but barely to face it down with a bold and impudent
forehead, especially being in the former so shamefully baffled.

Wherefore now it rests I show you the full power and subject of
Astrology, and how far I maintain or allow of the Art, and here desist,
referring you for further satisfaction to that discourse of mine, which is able
to justify these my words, since for all that the Repliers thereunto can say,
the Art remains still unshaken, and it unanswered; wherefore they had but
small reason to title that weak piece, Judicial Astrology Judicially condemned,
when alas there is hardly a judicious sentence to be found between the
beginning and end thereof, unless borrowed of some other Author, neither
are they or it able to show their faces before the judicious and impartial
Judges of the matter, without suffering condign **condemnation
themselves.

CHAP XX: Containing the power and subject of Astrology, and how far
the Author vindicates it.

*’You are now to receive, "The power and subject of Astrology, which by all
what you have heard, "deals with such things as are performed by Art and
Nature, with the will of man indirectly and "accidentally, and his
inclinations, temperature, and dispositions; as also with his affections and
body, and "with natural and secondary causes, and general accidents and
contingencies: But not with rare "contingencies or such as have an
indifferent respect to the opposites, as depending upon unknown and
"indeterminate causes, which may happen one way or other; neither with
mans will does Astrology "meddle, but accidentally, so far as the Soul with
the faculties thereof follows the temperature of the body; "neither with the
Providence of God: or show a cause of miracles; or with the secrets of God;
for they "are (says the Scripture) past finding out. Ergo, Astrologers, that are
men that contemplate but natural "causes, are falsely and most scandalously
"abused when thus impeached, neither has the influence of the stars any
fatality as inevitable, except "some contingency be mixed therewith; for this
were to deny the Providence of God.

%% Fitting or deserved, usually referring to punishment.
%7 How the Author sets down the power and subject of Astrology.
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“*Now as touching the parts of Astrology, 1 shall here according to
Ptolemy, in the beginning of his second Book of his Quadripartite, chap. 1. divide
into two, the first and chief part being general, as having relation to Countries,
Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities, alterations of Kingdoms, Laws, Customs, death,
plenty, wars, peace, health, sickness, and mutations in the Air, &e. The second
particular, viz. To mens Nativities, as to know the particular constitution,
temperature and natural inclination of any man or woman, but not other accidents,
as whether a man shall live long, the time when he shall die, and what manner of
death, whether he shall be rich, and how attain it, &e. which are, as also Horary
questions depending thereon, not certain.

The first is judged by the position of the Heavens and the Planets, and their
Natures and significations at the time of any Revolution of the years of the World,
the appearance of Eclipses, Comets, Blazing-stars, or great Conjunctions; The latter,
at the time of the parties birth: and so far and no farther do I any wise allow of the
Art; for, What is called Astrology more then this, is not ASTROLOGY, but the
mere abuse of the Art; I meand Character-Astrology, and other superstitions of the
Arabians, and Chaldeans, also horary questions, and elections, if not depending or
grounded on the Radix of the partys Nativity, or rather on that part which teaches of
the general accidents of the World, are neither countenanced or vindicated by me in
the least; for I have studied and know sufficiently the experience thereof, neither do I
wholly rely on the setting of any mans Nativity, though it has been approved of by
some of the learned; for, since the stars have no power on such as are ruled either by
Reason or Grace, (as 359y0u have heard where I say, Astra agunt, non cogunt, and
sapiens dominabitur astris®) to what end then is it for a man to busy his head
about such uncertainties, when except the native be a man merely natural, no
Prediction shall fall out true, as to accidents and dispositions? sure it is worse then
madness then, to spend time on this part of the Art.

" Wherefore it must needs follow then, that the resolution of questions and
elections thereon depending, are more uncertain; yet 1 must confess the Astrologer
may undertake in some sense to answer the demands of the Querent by his Art,
without regard to the Radix or ought else, since he may be confidently assured that
such inquirers are nowise either rational or religious, and so consequently are easily
carried on to the temptations and delusions of the devil, or according to the natural
inclination and influence of the Heavens.

¥ How far the Author maintains or justifies Astrology.

% The Authors opinion touc hing Nativities.

30 A wise man can rule the stars. This famous tag is continually quoted. Cf. Tomkis'
Albumazar (acted at Cambridge, March, 1615), I, 7, where Albumazar says: “ Indeed
th' Egyptian Ptolemy, the wise, Pronounc'd it as an oracle of truth, Sap iens
dominabitur astris.” Sir Sampson Legend in Congreve's  Love for Love , was produced
at Lincoln's Inn Fields, 30 April, 1695, 11, I, Foresight, who loudly acclaims the
influence of the stars, says: “I tell you I am wise; and sapiens dominabitur astrust;
there's Latin for you to prove it.” According to W. Aldis Wright's note on Bacon's
Advancement of Learning , II, xxiii, 12: “Mr. Ellis says this sentence is ascribed to
Prolemy by Cognatus.” Its actual origin is unknown.

%! Touching Horary questions and Ele ctions.
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Yet know, that Elections touching the administration of Physic,
Phlebotomy™, using of Husbandry and Navigation, I do allow of, as also all other
elections if they depend on this matter; but what is more then this, does (in my
opinion) subject mans will to the power of the stars, and all his voluntary actions;
Which to affirm, were most ridiculous.

" And thus far is the glory of God made clearly manifest in his creatures;
and to deny this which is indeed the pure Art of Astrology, is to deny the most
heavenly and chief study (next to Divinity) under the Sun, and also that which of
all studies else most conduces to the praise and glory of the omnipotent and
omniscient creator, for which they and all things else were first created; and then
consequently must the traducers thereof be most impious and ignorant.

Reader, I shall here for conclusion say no more then this, that you
first seek your Creator and serve him, before you apply your mind unto this
subsequent or any other study, for that so you shall be made the more
excellent and perfect therein; yet particularly as for this heavenly
contemplation, let me tell you, were you an Heathen before you were seen
therein, yet will you clearly be made thereby (when you are acquainted
therewith) to see your Creator and his unspeakable wisdom therein® ;
wherefore in all they study give him the whole praise and glory, who has
disposed and ordered all things according to his divine will and inevitable
decree; and that you may be the better enabled thereunto, you shall never
want my prayers nor service.

Die f 31.Januarii 1651. FINIS.

2 The direct cutting of a vein to release blood. It was often done with a knife and
then later the spring loaded lancet , which is basically a spring loaded kn ife.

3 Needs must be most impious and ignorant that traduces Astrology.

% Ergo, far from making men Atheists (as some have affirmed) except they believe a fatality,
which in this study is to be wholly denied, and by me ever was.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE JUDGEMENT OF
THE STARS WHEREIN THE WHOLE ART OF
ASTROLOGY

Is plainly taught, and the Ground-work or
Reasons thereof for the benefit of the Students
therein delivered, the better to confirm them in every
point thereof; as also to satisfy such who
shall either enviously or ignorantly traduce
or cavil against it.

Book 2

By WILLIAM RAMESEY, Gent.
Student in Astrology, Physic, and the most Heavenly and Sublime Sciences.

Job 38.31,32,33.

An constringes delicias Pleiadum? aut lora Orionis dissolves?
induces ne remotiora signa, quodque tempore su?7 aut Arcturum
cum, filiis suis duces? An cognoscis de statutis Coeli & an disponere
poles dominium ejus in terra? &e.>”

LONDON,
Printed for R. W. 1653

35 Job 38, verses 31-3. “Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose
the bands of Orion? 32: Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst
thou guide Arcturus with his sons? 33: Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven?

canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?”
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE AND Truly Noble both for Learning

and Parts, William Seymour, 366

Marquis and Earl of HARTFORD, Lord SEYMOUR and BEAUCHAM, &c.
Right Honourable,

Should I have the least hope of merit from your Honour by this my
Dedication, Having never had tle happiness to appear in your Honour’s
presence, I should render my self both weak and presumptuous; but my
comfort is, I write to a Person of Honour, Learning and Parts, who is of that
Magnanimity, that he will not despise the smallest gift or the meanesof
the Giver, or the first for the unworthiness of the last;Artaxerxes King of
Persia disdained not the water a poor man, as he saw him pass by, brought
from a River in his hand and gave him, but received it with a smiling
countenance, not measuring thegrace of the Gift according to the value of
the Present, but according to the good Will and intent of the Giver,
accounting it no less an act of Magnanimity and Kingly bounty to take small
Presents in good part, then to give greater. And truly, though thisny mite
may seem small, proceeding from so mean a hand as my own: Yet let me
say thus much of this Science,*”which is the chief of these we call Liberal,
together with ASTRONOMY, PHYSICS, and NATURAL PHILOSOPHY
which make up all but one entire Science, ard of themselves are but parts
thereof, as witnesses **Aristotle Lib.2. Cap.2. Phis. as also further in his
Metaphis. 6. and 12. and 1. Pol. Cap.7. and in his 2De Ccelo, Text 17. and Lib.
De Proprietat. Element. & lib. de Mundo, cap.9. and in his 4. De Generatione
Animimalium Cap.10. using in all his Writings indifferently the Name of
ASTROLOGER and ASTRONOMER, and ASTROLOGER and
PHILOSOPHER for one and the same; for the Contemplators of Nature in
and by this Science, are of all Philosophers the chief; andthis Antiquity
makes plain unto us, as testifies the most Ancientest Historiographers, who
Record that the Priests and Kings amongst the EGYPTIANS, the
CHALDEANS among the BABYLONIANS, the GYMNOSOPHYSTS”
among the INDIANS, the MAGICIANS among the PERSIANS, the chief
PHILOSOPHERS of GREECE and ITALY, and the DRUIDS of FRANCE
were all ASTROLOGERS; and esteemed by these Nations as the wisest men.
And therefore I say, as it is a part of the chief of the Liberal Sciences, so bath
it been still in high esteem amagst the Nobler and Graver sort of People,
and the more refined Souls in all Ages, especially amongst the&Chaldeans,
Egyptians, Assyrians, Lacedemonians’, Sydonians™, Indians, Persian, Greeks

% William Seymour 1 September 1587 -24 October 1660 s econd Duke of Somerset.
7 And not only Aristotle but also all other Ancient and Authentic Writers, as do more
appear in the first Book of this Volume.

% And not only Aristotle but also all other Ancient and Authentic Writers as do more
appear in the first Book of this Volume.

3 Members of a sect of ascetics in ancient India who went naked and practiced
meditation.

% The inhabitants of Sparta or Lacedaemon with whom the Jews claimed some
kinship and formed alliances.
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and Arabians; for amongst the Eqyptians, it was not Lawful for any man to
take the Function of Priesthood on him, except he were an ASTROLOGER;
neither could any be chosen King, except he were of the College of the
Priest: And Rodiginus” reports, that for the prevention of Treason, the
Nativities of all Infants born therein was brought to the King to be judged
on; and Dion’” records the same to be practised by the Emperor Tiberius;
and in the Prophecy of Daniel, we may see that the Monarchs of Babylon
attempted nothing of importance without first asking Council of the
Chaldeans;, And the Kings of Lacedemonia suffered none to sit in their
Councils, but who were Astrologers; And amongst the Persians none was
admitted to the Crown, but who were excellently skilled in ASTROLOGY.

Wherefore (my LORD) since this is an ART that has ever been
esteemed amongst the Nobler, Wiser, Greater, Ingeniouser and the most
refined Spirits of the World from Age to Age, and chiefly Studied,
Maintained, and Upheld by them, I humbly presumed to Dedicate this
Introductory Part unto you Honour, since all these Properties are Naturally
Inherent in your Noble Self; for true Nobility is the fittest Patron for such
Noble SCIENCES, neither are they fit to be offered to any but who are really
such, it surpassing the reach of the ordinary capacity of the World; so that
(my LORD) my hope is, that if not for the Well-wishes and Honour the
Presenter thereof bears to your Lordship, nor the Antiquity and Excellency
of the Thing presented; yet your Honour will accept thereof out of the
Munificence of your own Innate Magnanimity, it being sufficient honour
for me to acknowledge my self.

MY LORD,

YOUR HONOUR’S
Most Humble Servant,

William Ramesey

! Those from a city in Crete.

32 Celio Rodigino (humanist, 1469 -1525)

% Dion of Syracuse, 409? -354? BCE, Sicilian Greek political leader, brother -in-law
of Dionysius the Elder, tyrant of Syracuse. He became interested in philosoph y
through his acquaintance with Plato. Dion endeavoured to set up a moderate
system of government with Dionysius the Younger as the model prince. In 367,
Dion had the idea of bringing Plato to Syracuse as tutor to Dionysius. He became
unwelcome at court an d retired (366 BCE) to Athens. Learning that Dionysius had
taken measures against him, Dion assembled an armed force and sailed to Sicily.
He was well received by the people and in 357 BCE defeated Dionysius in battle. A
rival, Heracleides, procured Dion's exile, but Dion was recalled, and assumed
control. He was murdered by an Athenian, a former companion.
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To the Reader.

Having before in the First Book sufficiently proved, and shown the validity,
excellency, certainty and legality of this Noble Science, and vindicated it
from all its aspersions; it rests now I show you the grounds and reasons of
the Art, viz. the Number of the Signs, their Names and Natures, the
Dignities, Number and Names of the Planets, and the Reasons of all these,
and what is else most expedient and necessary to be known, that you may
not be to seek, but be sufficiently enabled to answer all opposers and
gainsayers thereof; in which you hast also a plain and easy Introduction to
the whole Art; wherefore you oughtest to be very well skilled and perfect in
every point and part contained in this Book, before you venture to proceed
to the two other subsequent Treatises; for otherwise you shall never be able
to apprehend them; the which (contrariwise, if you art perfect in this) will
prove very easy unto you; wherefore that it might be so, I have in this place
prefixed it: Let the benefit be yours or no, I am sure the Pains and Labour
has been mine; yet now I rest.

Your Loving Friend,

William Ramesey.

119




AN Introduction To The Judgement of the
Stars.

CHAP I: Of the Names, and Number of the Planets, with their several
Characters, and of the significations and nature of Saturn

*WE are to know first, There are Planets in number seven, viz. Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus, Mercury and the Moon; and according to the usual
custom of the most learned, they are thus Charactered; Saturn f_, Jupiter &,
Mars 07, Sol © , Venus @ , Mercury ¥, Luna or the Moon ), there are also
other Characters which you will meet with in this Treatise, and others of
this nature, and those are §& Dragons head, ¥Dragons tail, ® part of
fortune. Every of which Planets have their several significations and
influences on Sublunary and Elementary bodies; viz.

7 Saturn is the highest of all the Planets, which is the reason the
Ancients begin with him, both when they relate their names, and declare
their natures and qualities; he is masculine and cold, he is not of a bright
splendent colour, as are Jupiter and Venus, neither is he so big to our vulgar
sight, but as a star of the third magnitude; yet according to Tycho, his Orb
exceeds the Orb or Globe of the earth 22 times. *°Albotegnius®” says 79
times, and Alfraganus™ 91 times, (their reasons for these their opinions,

% The Number of the Planets. Their names and Characters.

% The nature of Saturn.

3¢ The Globe of Saturn.

7 Al-Battani (850-929) is sometimes known by a Latinised version of his name,
variants being Albategnius, Albategni or Albatenius. His full name was Abu
Abdallah Mohammad ibn Jabir ibn Sinan al -Raqqi al-Harrani al-Sabi al-Battani. He
was an Arab astronomer who got an extremely accurate length of the ye ar,
determined the time of the equinoxes and calculated the inclination of the earth’s
equator to its orbital plane. Based on his own observations his work gave improved
details of planetary motion. He also wrote on astrology, including a commentary
on Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos.

8 Achmed Ibn Ketir [Alfraganus] (? - ca. 840) also known as: Alfragan, Alfergan ,
Alfragan, Alfraganus, Achmed Ibn Ketir, al Farghani [al Fargani], Muhammed Ebn
Ketir. Alfraganus was born in Fergana Transoxania (present day Pakistan),i n the
10th century and died in Egypt. He worked as Astronomer for the Kalif Al Mamun
and supervised for the Abbasid Caliph Al Mutawakkil the erection of a Nilometer at
Fustat. His most important work, written between 833 and 857,is  Elements of
Astronomy (Kitab fi al-Harakat al-Samawiya wa Jawami Ilm al -Nujum), a non
mathematical summary of Ptolemaic astronomy and it was translated into Latin in
1135 A. D. by John of Seville and Gerard of Cremona. It was republished in Latin six
times between 1493 and 1669, it contained thirty chapters. The book was widely
studied in Europe from the 12th to the 17th cent. Regiomontanus was highly
influenced by his work. He accepted Ptolemy's theory and value of the precession,
but thought that it affected not only the stars but also the planets. He determined
the diameter of the earth to be 6,500 miles, and. found the greatest distances and
also the diameters of the planets. Al -Farghani's activities extended to engineering.
According to Ibn Tughri Birdi, he supervised the con struction of the Great
Nilometer at al -Fustat (old Cairo). It was completed in 861, the year in which the
Caliph al-Mutawakkil, who ordered the construction, died. It was from  The
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were too tedious here to relate, I refer therefore the curious therein, to their
works) he is easily known, he never twinkles, (neither indeed do any of the
Planets) he is of a pale wan *’leaden colour; slow in motion, not finishing
his course through the twelve signs of the Zodiac in less then 29 years 156
days; for he seldom goes above three or four minutes in a day, but six
minutes is his swiftest motion; this is in relation to us by reason of his
distance; which according to the former Tycho, is 10550. semi diameters of
the earth, Albotegnius and Alfraganus say 15800 semi diameters; the semi
diameter, or half thickness of the earth, is, 860 miles.

*Saturn well fortified, and Lord of the year in any annual
revolution, signifies, that the people shall that year, or during that
revolution, build and erect houses; shall make many alterations in Fabrics,
and shall abound in all things: the earth shall be fruitful, and the people
shall be in esteem and honour with all their neighbours; the husband-man
shall exceedingly increase his store and wealth, and be successful in all his
labours.

*But if Saturn be Lord of the year and weak, there shall be much
cold during that Revolution, great and grievous infirmities, and men shall
sustain much sorrow, losses and crosses, and great damage by storms, wind
and rain (but this must warily be considered, if other significators of
weather concur, and then may you be the more assured thereof) ancient
and old men and women shall die; and these things shall chiefly happen to
those Places, Cities and Regions under Saturn his Dominion, and the
Dominion of the sign which he does then possess.

*0f Humours, he is author of Melancholy. And such men if they
take to love any one, let them be man or woman (which happens but very
seldom) they love most constantly and entirely; and if they hate (as most
commonly they do) they hate to the death, and with a perpetual hatred,
hardly to be removed.

*If he be fortunate, of professions and Mastery, he denotes such as
are profound and occult, antiquities, things and callings belonging to
labour, care and rarities, and such as belong or have any relation unto
water, or near water; Sailors, Tankard-bearers, Plumbers, Ship-Carpenters,
and the like; and such as belong to the earth, as Curriers™, Broom-men®?,

Bearers of dead corpses, Hostlers™, Brick-makers, Plough-men, Scavengers,

Elements (in Gherard's translation) that Dante derived the astronomical know ledge
displayed in the Vita nuova and in the Convivio. Other works covered sundials and
the usage of astrolabes.

3 Colour. Revolution. Diurnal motion. Distance from the earth.

30 A semidiameter of the earth. (The text also includes a note to Jupiter well fo rtified, clearly
a printers error.)

1 When weak.

2 Humours.

3 Profession or mastery when well fortified.

3% Those who finish and dress leather after it has been tanned.

3 Sweeper.

% Stableman, especially at an inn.
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Colliers, Ditchers, Garters®, Chandlers™, Gardeners, Herdsmen, Dyers of
black cloth, Shepherds, Coach-men and Cow-herds, Brick-layers, &c.

*When unfortunate, he denotes generally labourers, emptiers of
Jakes™, Diggers of Cole-pits, and the like sordid and base occupations.

*"He is cold, dry, Melancholic, author of solitariness.

*?Corporature or shape of the body, he gives a middle stature, pale,
swarthy, or muddy, small black eyes, looking downward, a broad forehead,
black or very dark hair, and it rugged or harsh, great ears, lowering
eye-brows, thick lips, and Nose, thin beard, a lumpish heavy countenance,
large shoulders, stooping, and many times crooked, a short land belly, thin
thighs, indecent feet, shuffling against one another.

**Oriental, the stature is more short, but decent and well composed.
As touching this and other terms of Art, have recourse to the 43rd chapter.

¥Occidental, more black, and lean, less hair.

*If he want latitude, he is more fat; if it be Meridional, but quick in
motion, fat and fleshly, and so of the rest of the Planets.

*If the latitude be North, hairy and much flesh; his greatest North
latitude is two degrees, 48 minutes.

*’His South latitude is two degrees, 49 minutes, and more he has
not.

38In his first station, a little fat.

¥In his second station, subtle-favoured bodies and weak; observe
this in all the other Celestial bodies.

““Quality of men in general, he signifies fathers, grand-fathers, old
men, day-labourers, Beggars, Clowns*', Husbandmen*”, Monks, Jesuits, &c.

%7 Person charged with maintenance of a gar th, a dam used to catch fish. Owner or
worker of a fish trap

3 Maker or seller of candles.

3 Profession when weak.

0 Cesspits.

*1 Nature.

2 Corporature or shape of the body.
* Oriental.

#* Occidental.

* Without latitude. Meridional.

%% North latitude.

*7 South latitude.

% 1. Station.

2. Station.

“0 Quality of men.
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“®Savours, bitter, sour, sharp.
““In man he rules the spleen.

“®Herbs, Hemlock, Starwort*®, Bears-foot*”, Wolf-bane, Fern, white
and black Hellebore*”®, Henbane*”, Burdock, Dragon*’, Parsnip, Poppy,
Pulse, Mandrake*!, Vervain*? Nightshade*”, Moss, Angelica**, Box*”,
Tutsan*®, Orage*’, Sage, Bithwind*®, Spinach, Cumin, Fumitory*”,
Shepherds-purse*, Horse-tail*!, Tamarisk*?, Capers, Polipody*®, Sene**,
Hemp, Savin**, Rue*®, Willow-tree, Pine-tree, Yew-tree, Cyprus-tree.

“1 Fools, country bumpkins.

2 Tenant farmer.

% Savours.

“* In man.

“5 Herbs, plants and trees.

# Unicorn root.

“7 Black hellebore.

“% Known as Christmas rose, a poisonous plant used as a purgative, in t he
treatment of dropsy and as an abortifacient.

“° Hyoscyamus niger, poisonous plant used to relieve pain and induce sleep.

1 Snapdragon, Antirrhinum magus, used as a preservative against witchcraft.

I A low plant (Mandragora officinarum) of the Nightshade family, having a fleshy
root, often forked, and supposed to resemble a man. It was therefore supposed to
have animal life, and to cry out when pulled up. All parts of the plant are strongly
narcotic.

2 Verbena hybrida. Used as a tonic for the digestive sy stem.

3 A common name of many species of the genus Solanum, given esp. to the
Solanum nigrum, or black nightshade, a low, branching weed with small white
flowers and black berries reputed to be poisonous. Deadly nightshade. Same as
Belladonna.

#* Angelica A rchangelica, used as flavouring in confectionary and to purify the
blood.

5 A tree or shrub, flourishing in different parts of the world. The common box
(Buxus sempervirens) has two varieties, one of which, the dwarf box
(B.suffruticosa), is much used for borders in gardens. The wood of the tree varieties,
being very hard and smooth, is extensively used in the arts, as by turners,
engravers, mathematical instrument makers, etc.

416 A plant of the genus Hypericum (H. Androscemum), from which a healing
ointment is prepared.

7 Atriplex. Today known as orache. Also called mountain spinach.

8 Bindweed.

1 The common name of several species of the genus Fumaria, annual herbs with
finely dissected leaves and small flowers in dense racemes or spikes. F. officinalis is
a common species, and was formerly used as an antiscorbutic.

" An annual cruciferous plant (Capsella Bursapastoris) bearing small white flowers
and pouchlike pods.

“1 Equisetum arvense and Equiseti hiemalis used to treat kidney and bladder
troubles, arthri tis, bleeding ulcers, and tuberculosis. Said to stop the bleeding of
wounds and promote rapid healing. Diuretic.

#22 Fraxinus ornus, species of ash used as a laxative.

2 Anise, used as a flavouring,.

“* Thorn bush, used in treating stomach disorders.

5 A coniferous shrub (Juniperus Sabina). It is a compact bush, with dark coloured
foliage, and produces small berries having a glaucous bloom. Its bitter, acrid tops
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“’Crow, Owl, Crane, Thrush, Ostrich, Lapwing, Peacock, Bat,
Black-bird, Cuckoo.

“Stones subject to him are the Sapphire, Lapis Lazuli, or that stone
of which Azure is made, unpolished black and bluish stones.

“’Minerals, he governs Lead, the Load-stone the dross of all Metals.
*9Fishes, the Tortoise, Eel, and shell-fish.

“'Beasts, the Ass, Cat, Hare, Mouse, Mole, Dog, Wolf, Bear,
Elephant, Basilisk*?, Crocodile, Scorpion, Serpent, Adder, Toad, Hog, all
manner of creeping creatures breeding of putrefaction.

“*Places, he delights in deserts, woods, obscure valleys, dens, caves,
holes, sepulchres; Church-yards, ruinous buildings, coal-pits, sinks, muddy
dirty stinking places, wells, and houses of offices.

“*Weather, cloudy, dark, obscure Air, cold and hurtful, thick, black
and condense clouds, this is but generally; his particular and immediate
alteration of weather is to be known from his several positions and aspects
with other Planets, Fortitudes and Debilities, &c. of the which more
hereafter, according as I have leisure.

“*He delights in the East quarter of Heaven, and causes Eastern
winds.

““In gathering of his herbs, turn your face towards the East, in his
hour when he is in an Angle, and well fortified essentially, and no wise

accidentally impedited, and let Luna apply by a Sextile or Trine to him.

Observe this method in the rest of the Planets, mutatis mutandis.*’

are sometimes used in medicine for gout, amenorrhecea, and it was a popular
abortifacient .

6 Rue (ruta graveolens) is a perennial that grows to two feet. It is a symbol of
sorrow and repentance, sometimes called the Herb of Grace. It has been used to
improve eyesight and nerves and to treat insect bite, gout, worms, rheumatism,
and hysteria. In the Middle Ages, it was used to ward off plague and as a defence
against witches. One of its prime uses was as an abortifacient and emmenagogue

7 Birds.

428 Stones.

 Minerals.

* Fishes.

1 Beasts.

2 A fabulous serpent, or dragon. The ancients alleged that its hissing ~ would drive
away all other serpents, and that its breath, and even its look, was fatal.

3 Places.

“* Weather.

3 Winds.

¢ Gathering of herbs.

7 That having been changed that had to be changed, with the necessary changes.
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“®Of the signs, he rules Capricorn by night, and Aquarius by day, and
the airy triplicity by day.
“0Old Age.

“’His Angel is Cassiel.
“'His Friends are Jupiter, Sol, and Mercury.
*“2Hjis Enemies are Mars, Venus, and Luna.

“*He rules Saturday, beginning the first hour after Sun rising, and
that night we commonly call Tuesday night.

“Regions, he rules Bavaria, Saxony, Stiria*®, Romandiola,*® Ravenna*”,
Constantia™®, Ingolstad*”.

“'His orb is 9 degrees before and after any Aspect; which is to say,
his influence begins to operate, when either he applies to any Aspect of any
Planet, or they to him, and is within nine degrees of the perfect aspect, and
continues in force until he is fully separate nine degrees from the aspect
Partil. What a Partil aspect is, you shall have anon in the 28th chapter; but
note this in all the rest of the Planets.

®In generation, he rules the first and eighth months after
conception.

“’His greatest years he signifies are 465
His greater 57

His mean 43 and a half.

His least 30

8 Signs triplicity.

439 A ge'

“0 Angel.

“! Friends.

“2 Enemies.

“3 Day of the week.

4 Regions.

> Austria.

¢ South west Italy.

*7 Capital of Ravenna province, in Emilia -Romagna, north central Italy, near the
Adpriatic Sea (with which it is connected by a canal).

“3 Either Tartus West Syria. A port on the Mediterranean Sea. Tartus occupies the
ancient site of Antaradus. In AD 346 it was rebuilt by Constantine and came to be
known, for a time, as Constantia. Or Constance, Baden-Wiirttemberg, SW
Germany, on the Rhine River at the western end of Lake Constan ce (Bodensee),
and near the Swiss border. The second appears most likely.

49 City in Bavaria, south central Germany, on the Danube River.

“°Orb.

1 Conception.

2 Years.

125




The meaning hereof, is no more but this; If a Kingdom, City, Town,
Family, or the like, have its beginning when Saturn is essentially and
accidentally well fortified its probable the Monarchy, City, Building, &c.
may continue firm, and in good condition, as at the first, 465 years; and so
of the rest, &c.

“’In long journeys, when he is Significator, he portends long and
laborious travel, perilous dangers and imprisonments.

“Diseases caused by Saturn, are, the Falling-sickness*®, Phlegmatic
humours, Deflections, Melancholy, Leprosy, Fistulas, Morphew*’, Aches
and Colds in the joints, Deafness, Toothache, pains in the bones, in the
bladder, all cold diseases, the Gout, Scab, Palsy, Consumptions,
Black-jaundice®, Quartan®® Agues,® the Iliac-passion*, Dropsy,*"
Chin-cough, Catarrhs, &c.

“’He is Stationary before Retrogradation five days, and five days
before direction.

“’He is Retrograde 140 days.

CHAP I1: Of the Significations and Nature of Jupiter

“*IN the next place we are to proceed to Jupiter, who is in height next unto
him; he is masculine and temperate, the greater fortune, bright, shining and
clear; the biggest star in magnitude (as to our sight) except “*Venus; yet
according to Tycho he exceeds the globe of the earth in bigness 14. times.
Albotegnius says 81 times, Alfraganus 95 times, yet many of late hold him to
be equal in bigness with Saturn.

2 Journeys.

“* Diseases.

> Epilepsy.

¢ A scurfy eruption.

*7 Black jaundice is a common term for Wiel's Disease. It is quite common near
mines, farms and sewage and floats about in water. It is caused by a microorganism
and is a bacterial infection (of the liver) and not a virus. It is carried by rats and
secreted in their urine. It is rapidly fa tal to dogs and cats, which can eventually gain
a resistance, but can pass it on.

8 (Of a fever), occurring every three or four days.

*’ Malarial type fever with successive stages of fever and chills.

40 Peritonitis . Pertaining to, or in the region of, the i leum, or dorsal bone of the
pelvis; as, the iliac artery.

%! An earlier name for oedema, an abnormal accumulation of fluid in the tissues or
in a body cavity.

2 Stationary.

43 Retrograde.

“* The nature and complexion of 4.

%5 The globe of 4.
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“He is swifter in motion then Saturn, (as to us) his middle motion is
4m 59s his diurnal motion is 8, 10, 12 or 14.m.

“’He finishes his course through the twelve signs of the Zodiac in 12
years.

“*His distance from the earth is according to Tycho 3990 semi
diameters; yet Albotegnius and Atfi-aganus say 10423 semi diameters of the
earth.

““Tupiter when he is Lord of the year and well dignified, the King
shall do Justice, and it shall be happy for those that are Noblemen, Judges,
Councillors of the Law; and men of all sorts of Religious Orders shall be in a
successful, happy, pleasant and good condition, and shall live pleasantly
and contentedly, in honour, and also great esteem; and the people also
shall be in a good and prosperous condition, and shall receive good from
their King and Superiors, and they from the people, and the year shall be
heal your, plentiful and good, a temperate Air, rain, fair weather, and frost
in due season, &c.

“"But if Jupiter be weak, judge the contrary, according to the
strength of the affliction wherewith he is afflicted and impedited.

“10f Humours, he is author of the Sanguine or best complexion,
moist, temperate, sound, healthful &c.

“?Quality of men; in general this is to be understood, as indeed most
of the qualities and attributions aforesaid: he signifies Judges, Councillors,
all Ecclesiastical men both Priests and Levites”?, Chancellors, Lawyers, or
those that follow the Law from the highest to the lowest, all Scholars and
Students in general, Clothiers, Woollen-Drapers.

75

“*When he is weak, he signifies Mountebanks*”?, Quack-salvers”,

Empirics”’, Cheaters, Takers of Bribes, &c.

“*He is author of sobriety and temperance.

%6 Mean and diurnal motion.

#7 Revolution.

8 Distance from the earth.

469 & when well fortified and Lord of the year.

0 When weak.

! Humours.

72 Quality of men when well placed.

473 Parson.

“* Quality of men when weak.

“? An itinerant charlatan doctor, one who dispenses medicine fro m a table.

46 Quack, charlatan doctor.

*7 One who foll ows an empirica method one who relies upon padica experience one
who confines himself to applying the results of mere experience or his own olservation;
espedally, in medicine, one who ceviates from the rules of science andregular pradice an
ignarant and uricensed pretender; a quadk; a charlatan.

78 Nature.
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“’He gives an upright straight tall stature, brown ruddy and lovely
complexion, an oval visage, plump, high forehead, soft hair, large grey eyes,
brown hair, and it thick, and a strong well set body, a short neck, and
usually a kind of a black spot between his two fore-teeth, and indeed
throughout a handsome complete body, sober and grave in discourse, and
of a most noble disposition.

““If he be Oriental, the skin is usually more clear, sanguine, great
eyes, a more fleshy body, &c.

“IIf Occidental, a pure complexion, yet a more short stature, a
browner hair, smooth, not curling, &c.

“’His greatest North latitude, is 1 d.38.m.
“*His greatest South latitude, is 1 d.40.m.
“He signifies Religious men, Church men &c.
“Sweet, delicious pleasant favours.

“He rules the ash-colour, green blew, purple, green and a mixed
yellow.

*In man he rules the Liver.

489

“Gilly-flowers™, Nutmegs, Sugar, Mace, Cloves, Strawberries, Flax
and Bitony*”, Balm, Fumitory®', Lungwort*?, Walwort*®, Wild Marjoram,
494

Sweet Marjoram or Organy**, Pimpernel, Rhubarb, Alheal*®, Wheat, Basil,

7% Corperature or type of body.

0 Oriental.

1 Occidental.

2 North latitude.

3 South latitude.

** Qual. Of men.

> Savours.

¢ Colours.

7 In man.

8 Spice, herbs and drugs.

“ Wallflower.

“ Wood betony, Stachys Betonica, known as bishopswort, highly popular cure all
though especially used for headaches.

“! Fumaria officinalis.

2 Sticta pulmonaria, also known as Jerusalem cowslip, a member of the borage
tribe, it’s leaves are used for coughs and catarrh.

% Root of fern of the polypody family.

“* Oregano.

5 Prunella vulgaris/ lanceolata. Also known as woundwort. Low growing,
perennial, purple flowered herb common in open woods, lawns, roadsides,
grasslands and streambanks. Used to treat throat conditions and internal bleeding.
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Bugloss*®, Borage”, St. Johns-wort, Laskwort*®, Peony, Liquorice, Violets,
Pomegranates, Mint, Mastix*’, Saffron, Daisy and Feverfew’”, and all such
herbs as are helpful to obstructions of the Liver, &c.

*"The Almond-tree, Hazel, Fig-tree, Olive-tree, Oak, Cherry-tree,
Ash, Gooseberry-tree, Pinetree, Coral-tree®”, Pear-tree, Birch-tree, Ivy, Vine,
Mulberry-tree, &c.

*®Of Birds, he rules the Eagle, Peacock, Pheasant, Partridge,
Stock-dove, Snipe, Stork, Lark, Bees &c.

*“The Topaz, Amethyst, Marble, Emerald, Crystal, Sapphire,
Hyacinth®”, Bezoar™”, Free-stone™” &c.

% Echium vulgare. Also known as blueweed. A showy plant covered with prickly
hairs. Diuretic, demulcent and pectoral. The leaves, especially those growing near
the root, make a cordi al on infusion, which operates by perspiration and alleviates
fevers, headaches and nervous complaints, relieving inflammatory pains.

*7 Borago officinalis. Grown freely in kitchen gardens, both for its uses as a herb
and for the sake of its flowers, which yield excellent honey. The leaves were often
eaten in salads and the flowers preserved in sugar as a sweet. Used to dispel
melancholy and also against fever, the venom of serpents, jaundice, consumption,
sore throat, and rheumatism.

*® Carnation.

*? Pistacia lentiscus. An evergreen tree, mainly found in Mediterranean areas,
including the tree which bears the pistachio.

%0 Chrysanthemum Parthenium. Also known as featherfew, featherfoil, flirtwort,
bachelor's buttons. A hedgerow growing plant with yellow, daisy  like flowers. Used
as an emmenagogue. Was also employed in hysterical complaints, nervousness and
lowness of spirits, and as a general tonic. With sugar or honey added, it was used
for coughs, wheezing and difficult breathing. The herb, bruised and heated , or
fried with a little wine and oil, was used as a warm external application for wind
and colic. A tincture made from Feverfew and applied locally immediately relieves
the pain and swelling caused by bites of insects and vermin. Planted round
dwellings, it is said to purify the atmosphere and ward off disease.

! Trees.

2 Any of various mostly deciduous trees or shrubs of the genus Erythrina in the
pea family, native to and widely cultivated in warm regions, having trifoliolate
leaves, showy red or orange flowers, and pods containing often brightly coloured
seeds. Cultivated as an ornamental.

° Birds.

*% Stones.

%> Also known as Jacinth. A stone that saves one from the plague and lightening,
strengthens the heart, brings wealth, honour, prudence and wisdom.

%% Bezoar is a red stone, which is suppose to be precious in possessing magical
properties, and is found in bodies of certain animals. It is formed from hair or
vegetable fibre that occurs in the stomachs of cud chewing animals such as goats.
Once these sto nes fetched ten times their weight in gold, being used as a remedy
against poison and contagion; and for this purpose they were both taken internally
and worn about the neck. It is said that there are nine varieties of bezoar, differing
greatly in composit ion; but they may be generally divided into those that mainly
consist of mineral and those that consist of organic matter. Early naturalists
assigned a strange origin to this stone. It is said that the oriental stags when
oppressed with years fed upon serp ents, which renewed their youth. In order to
counteract the poison that was absorbed into their system, they plunged into a
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S®Tin, Pewter &c.
*®The Whale, Serpent, Dolphin &c.

*"The Sheep, Unicorn®, Doe, Hart, Stag, Ox, Elephant, and all such
beasts as are beneficial and useful to mankind.

*?Churches, neat and curious places, Gardens, Synods, Courts of
Justice, Wardrobes, Palaces, sweet places, Oratories.

*®He commonly causes pleasant healthful weather, serenity,
temperate Air &c.

S*He rules the North and North-east winds.

*He rules of the Celestial signs, Sagittarius and Pisces, Sagittarius by
day, and Pisces by night; the meaning thereof is, that if Jupiter be significator

running stream keeping their heads above water. This caused the viscous fluid to
be distilled from their eyes, which was solidified by the heat and sun, and formed
the bezoar.

%7 Stone of good quality used in architecture for mouldings, tracery and other work
required to be worked with the chisel.

*® Minerals.

*% Fishes.

*1% Beasts.

*!! The unicorn is a mythical animal that has changed in app earance over the many
thousands of years of it first being recorded. It first was described as kid or small
goat and then the popular description of the white horse with a one long spiralled
horn jutting out from its forehead. It is believed to have lived in India. In the
Middle Ages it was thought of as being a strong and fierce animal associated with
chastity and virginity (and could only be captured by a virgin) and also with
Christ’s love of mankind. The unicorn is said to have leaped into the virgin's  lap,
and she suckles it and leads it to the king’s palace. Medieval writers thus likened
the unicorn to Christ, who raised up a horn of salvation for mankind and dwelt in
the womb of the Virgin Mary. Other well -known legends tell of the unicorn’s
combat wi th the elephant, which it spears to death with its horn. Its horn was
supposed to reveal the presence of poison in food or drink. The horn was
reputedly made into cups but were actually made from the rhinoceros horn were
highly valued by important people i n the Middle Ages as a protection against
poison drinks. The union of England and Scotland in 1707 demanded a new royal
coat of arms combining those of England, which were supported by two lions, and
Scotland, whose shield was carried by two Unicorns. The obvious compromise was
one Lion and one Unicorn. The unicorn is commonly accepted as a lunar symbol,
the natural enemy to, and compliment of, the lion, a solar symbol. In alchemy it
represented the life spirit that leads the way to resurrection. Up until t he start of
the French Revolution, in 1789, the unicorn s horn was still used to detect poison in
royal dinners. At the time Ramesey wrote it was a very real animal.

> Places.

*1 Weather.

1 Winds.

*1 Signs.
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in the Revolution of any year, being by day, and in Sagittarius, he is so
much the more fortified; in Pisces in a Nocturnal Revolution &c.

*®He rules the fiery triplicity by night; so that if Jupiter be in the 20th
d of Aries, or the 10th deg of Leo in any Diurnal Revolution, he shall be
accounted peregrine, as not having any dignity there, not being in his
house, exaltation, term, triplicity or face; in a Nocturnal Revolution he had
not been peregrine; for then he has triplicity in these signs.

’He is exalted in the 15th d of Cancer.

*®He suffers detriment in Gemini and Virgo; for that they are signs
that are opposite to his Houses. This you must observe in all the other Planets.

*He is in his fall in the 15th d of Capricorn, for that it is opposite to
the sign of his exaltation; so also note that all the Planets are in their fall in
that sign which is opposite to their exaltations.

*Middle age or years of most perfect judgement and discretion.

*'His Angel is Zadkiel.

*?His Friends are Saturn, Sol, Venus, Mercury and Luna.

**His Enemy Mars only.

#0f the days of the week, he rules Thursday, and of the nights, that
which we call Sunday night.

*®Spain, Hungaria, Babylon, Cullen®® and Persia.
*’His Orb is 9.d. before and after any of his Aspects.
*®In generation, he rules the second and ninth month.

*®His greatest years he gives are 428

*® Triplicity.

*V7 Exaltation.

*® Detriment.

51 Fall.

520 A ge'

2 Angel.

*2 Friends.

° Enemies.

%% Days of the week.

*® Regions.

%% The Royal Burgh of Cullen is a town located in the North East of Scotland
between Buckie and Portsoy.
7 Orb.

*® Generation.

*® Years.
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His greater years are 79
His mean years are 45
His least years are 12

**In journeys, when he is significator, he denotes pleasant travel,
good success, safety, health and mirth.

*Infirmities of the Liver, Obstructions, Pleurisies, Apoplexies’?,
inflammation of the lungs, infirmities in the left ear, palpitation of the heart,
cramps, pains in the back, all infirmities of the reins, or proceeding from
corruption of blood and putrefactions therein, Squincies”™, windiness,
Fevers proceeding from abundance of blood; all griefs in the head, pulse,

seed, arteries; convulsions, prickings and shootings in the body, &c.

**He is Stationary five days before retrogradation, and four days
before direction.

**He is Retrograde 120 days.

CHAP III: Of the Nature and Significations of MARS.

**Likewise after Jupiter, or next under him, is located Mars, of whom we are
now to treat; he is of a fiery shining bloody colour, or as you see the *fire
burning in its strength: to our ordinary sight he is somewhat bigger then
Saturn, yet not so big as Jupiter, but as a star of the first magnitude (he is
masculine and nocturnal) or somewhat less, and according unto Tycho, he is
13 times less then the earth; Albotegnius says he is (in comparison of the
earth) as seven is to six; and Alfraganus says, **he is bigger then the earth by
one half, and distant 4584 semi diameters of the earth; yet Tycho says but
1745.

*’His mean motion is 31d 27m.
His Diurnal motion is sometimes 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44m a day.

*He finishes his course through the 12. signs of the Zodiac in one
year 321 days, or thereabouts.

0 Journeys.

! Diseases.

%2 A stroke or sudden loss of co nsciousness caused by the restriction of a blood
vessel in the brain.

> Swelling of the throat.

%% Stationary.

*® Retrograde.

*% The nature and complexion of O
7 Globe of O”

> Distance from the earth.

%% Mean and diurnal motion.

>0 Revolution.
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*'When he is Lord of the year, strong and well placed, all such as
belong to arms, as soldiers, and the like, shall be fortunate and in good
condition, and shall overcome their enemies; there shall be also, during that
Revolution, sufficient and plenty of rain, and at such times (and no other)
as is convenient and requisite; and the people shall be prosperous and
happy; but if he be weak, judge the contrary, and that **the good or evil by
him portended, shall be chiefly incident to those Places and Regions subject
to the sign wherein he is.

**He is author of anger, haste, choler, and rules these dispositions in
man; hot, fiery and dry.

*Conquerors, Usurpers, Tyrants, Generals of Armies, and all
Soldiers in general, Physicians, Apothecaries, Surgeons, Alchemists,
Marshals, Butchers, Gunners, Watch-makers, Barbers, Armourers, and all
such as use Iron tools, Curriers, Tanners, Gamesters, Dyers, Carpenters,
Cooks, Cutlers®, Tailors, Smiths, Bakers, &c.

**When he is ill placed and not strong, he denotes hangmen,
thieves, bailiffs, sergeants, cutters by the high-way, murderers, jailers, and
all cut-throat people.

*He is author of passion, extravagancy, heat and choler.

*®Red-haired, a red face and round, a fiery sparkling eye, yet
tending to a saffronish colour; of stature, neither high nor low, but between
both; I have still observed that a right Martialist does seldom exceed in height; or to
be at the most above a yard and a half high: a bold confident countenance, and it
most commonly very harsh, strong and big-boned, seldom fat.

**When Oriental, he is somewhat above the middle size, and
hairy-bodied, and a purer complexion then has been already rehearsed.

*"When Occidental, he is ruddy, and not so tall, a little head, and
not so hairy-bodied, yellowish hair, and of a drier constitution.

! His greatest North latitude is 4d 31m

2 His South latitude is 6 deg and47m.

1 o when well fortified.

*2 When ill placed.

* Humours.

** Qualities of men when well placed.
> Knife seller or sharpener.
> When ill placed.

> Nature.

> Corperature or shape of body.
> When oriental.

0 When occidental.

' North latitude.
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*? Sharp, bitter, and unpleasant.

** Red, yellow, or saffron colour.
**He rules the back, veins, gall.

*®All such herbs as are hot and dry, and such as have sharp-pointed
leaves, and are red, they usually grow on dry places and such as are barren
and hard stony places; the thistle, Devilsmilk®, brambles, briars, nettles,
cammock®™, onions, lingwort, radish, arsmart™”, mustard-seed, ginger,
pepper, garlic, hemlock, red sanders™, tamarinds™, castoreum®?, Carduus
benedictus or the blessed Thistle®, horehound®*, leeks.

*®All Trees that are thorny or prickly.

**The Hawk, Kite, Raven, Vulture, Owl, Cormorant, Crow, Magpie,
and all ravenous birds or birds or prey, &c.

%2 South latitude.

>3 Savours.

%% Colours.

** In man.

%% Herbs and spice.

57 Dandelion or wartweed. Dandelion is a blood purifier. The root has digestive
enzymes. Dandelion is a laxative. It promote s liver function. Dandelion leaves are
a powerful diuretic. It was used for liver complaints.

*®* Ononis arvensis. Wild Liquorice, stinking tommy, ground furze, land whin. A
weed, with a root that affords a sweet, viscid juice. Common in arable land. It is a
favourite food of the donkey. A tradition exists that this was the plant from which
the crown of thorns was plaited for the Crucifixion. The young shoots were much
used at one time as a vegetable, being boiled, eaten in salad or pickled. In medicine
it was used for stone in the bladder and to subdue delirium.

* Water pepper ( Polygonum hydropiper). It was so called as it would be laid in bed
linen to repel fleas and would sting or make smart any bare flesh that came in
contact with it. Also called Culrage. The juice was used against colds, swellings, and
bruises.

* Sandalwood. A heavy, dark red dyewood, being the heartwood of two
leguminous trees of India. P rized for cabinetwork.

%! Tamarindus indica. The tamarind is native to tropical Africa and grows wild
throughout the Sudan. It was introduced into India so long ago, it has often been
reported as indigenous there also. It is extensively cultivated in tropical areas of the
world. It is the only important spice of African origin. Today it is best knownint he
west as the main ingredient in Worcester sauce.

%2 A peculiar bitter orange brown substance, with strong, penetrating odour, found
in two sacs between the anus and external genitals of the beaver; castor; used in
medicine as an antispasmodic, and by perf umers.

*?* Any one of several prickly composite plants. The name is often also applied to
other prickly plants. It was so named because it was formerly considered an
antidote to the bite of venomous creatures.

%% Marrubium vulgare. White Horehound is a perenn  ial herbaceous plant, found all
over Europe and indigenous to Britain. It flourishes in waste places and by
roadsides. It is cultivated for making tea and candy for use in coughs and colds. It
has long been noted for its efficacy in lung troubles and cough .

% Trees.
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*’Blood-stone, Load-stone, Jasper, Touch-stone®®, Adamant™, the

Amethyst of diverse colours. Iron, Steel, Arsenic, Antimony””, Brimstone™"

and red Vermillion®2.

*”The Shark, Pike, Barbel”*, Fork-fish™, all stinging Water-Serpents,
and hurtful Fish.

**The Mastiff, Wolf, Tiger, Cockatrice”, Panther, and all such beasts
as are ravenous and bold.

**Thunder, lightning, fiery-meteors, pestilential Air, and in it
strange apparitions, &c.

PAll places that are appertaining to fire and blood, as
slaughter-houses, Furnaces, Smiths shops, &c.

%He rules, and causes Western winds.
*10f the Celestial signs, he rules Aries and Scorpio.

*?He has Triplicity or Rule over the watery Triplicity or Trigon, viz.
these signs, which are Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces; he has absolute dominion

% Birds.

%7 Stones.

%8 Lydian stone; basanite; -- so called because used to test the purity of gold and
silver by the streak which is left upon the stone when it is rubbed by the metal. see
basanite. any test or criterion by which the qualities of a thing are tried.

% A stone once believed to be impenetrable in its hardness. An extremely hard
substance. Also used in Old English to mean magnet. As the name of any stone of
impenetrable hardness it is often the name given to the diamond.

5% A blue-white metal. Yellow and black antimony are unstable non -metals. Used
in flame -proofing, paints, ceramics and enamels.

1 Sulphur - one of the few minerals that burn.

%2 Vermillion was an alchemical mixture from the 9th century AD. Combining
sulphur and mercur y may have been an attempt to produce the philosopher's
stone. The resulting bright, opaque red was a delight to painters for a thousand
years.

*” Fishes.

*"* The Barbel lives predominantly on the bed of fast flowing rivers feeding on
various bottom dwelling creatures; larger fish also catch crayfish, molluscs and
small fish.

*” Stingray.

*° Beasts.

*7 A dragon's form, but with a rooster's head. Sometimes described as having red to
black eyes. Said to be from a rooster's egg, hatched by a serpent or a toad. Its  look
or breath is said to be poison. Can be killed by a weasel or by the sound of a rooster
crowing.

*% Weather.

> Places.

% Winds.

1 Signs.

%2 Triplicity.
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therein both night and day, yet some of the Ancients do join with him the
Moon, &e.

**He has exaltation is Capricorn in the 28th deg.

**He suffers detriment in Libra and Taurus.

*®He is in his Fall in the 28.deg. of Cancer.

*From 22 till 45.

*Samael.

**His Enemy is the Moon only.

**His Friends are Saturn, Jupiter, Sol, Venus and Mercury.

*P0f the days of the week, he rules Tuesday; and of the nights, that
night we vulgarly call Friday night.

erusalem, the Roman Empire, even to the West, &c.
*?His Orb is seven degrees before and after any Aspect.

His greatest years are 214.
His greater years are 66.
His mean years are 40.
His least years are 15.

**In journeys, he portends thieving, sacking, robbing, slaying, much
danger or hurts, viz. to the Traveller, if Mars be significator, and weak, and
ill-placed, &c. of the which more hereafter, in our Treatise of Elections.

*Fevers, and those burning, contagious and pestilential; Megrims,
overflowing of the Gall, Frenzies, the Plague, distempers through the whole
body, Shingles, Fistulas, Stone in the reins™, yellow Jaundice, and all such
diseases as proceed from excess of Choler, Passion and Anger; all diseases

proceeding from the Gall, Putrefaction of blood, &c.

53 Exaltation.

54 Detriment.

55 Fall.

586 A ge.

7 Angel.

588 Enemies.

5 Friends.

> Day of the week.
! Regions.

%2 Orb.

*? Journeys.

% Diseases.

%% Kidney stones.
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**He is Stationary two or three days before Retrogradation, and two
days before direction.

*’He is Retrograde 80 days.

CHAP 1V: Of the Nature and Significations of the SUN.

**Let us descend now unto the Sun. We are by Gods blessing come now to
the Sun, which is successively next to be treated on; he is under Mars,
placed in the midst of all the Planets, being the chief light and president of
them all, sitting as a Judge or King amongst his Nobles; for as Saturn, Jupiter,
and Mars is placed above his Sphere, so are Venus, Mercury and Luna
beneath him; wherefore some of the Ancients have ascribed to him chief
rule, and made him, as it were, an Emperor amongst the Stars.

Saturn is his Viceroy, for that all Planets give unto him their light, or
do homage and reverence unto him, by reason of his slowness.

Jupiter has assigned him chief rule and dominion in the Realm, for
that he is of a temperate, sober, good, honest and religious inclination.

Mars is his chief Captain, or General of all his Forces.

Venus is Receiver, or Master-Controller of his house, by reason she is
nearer Sol then any other.

Mercury has assigned him chief Secretary of State, by reason when
the King goes any Progress or Journey, he goes; and when the King stays,
so does also Mercury, for he is never far from his beck™.

Luna is his Standard-bearer, being furthest from him; she is also, as I
may say, Ambassador, Messenger, &c. to do his business.

The fixed Stars of several magnitudes, are Officers and
Commanders under these; I mean those especially of the first, second and
third magnitude; the other are only subjects, as it were, to the
above-named, or equivalent to common people.

Wherefore then upon the meetings of these Superiors, are
concluded, the rise, subversion, confirmation, alteration, prosperity,
scarcity, plenty, poverty, beginning and subversion of States, Kingdoms,
Empires, Commonwealths, and what not? nay and the whole government

%% Stationary.

7 Retrograde.

*® The order of the planets.

% Summons, as in “beck and call”.
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of the Elements and this Elementary World, and all things and causes
external and internal in them, as in a Council or Senate, &c.

*“The Sun is so vulgarly known, that here to insist on his colour,
complexion or light, were but vain; he is masculine, Diurnal, the fountain of
life, &c.

®"He exceeds the earth in bigness according to Tycho 140 times,
Ptolemy says 166 times, and Copernicus 162.

*’He is by the estimation of Tycho distant from the earth, 1150 Semi
diameters of the earth. Ptolemy says, 1165 semi diameters; and Copernicus
says, 1142 semi diameters of the earth.

%3Hjis mean motion is 59m 8sec.

**His Diurnal motion is sometimes 57 m 16 s never exceeding 59 m 8
sec.

**He finishes his course through the 12 signs of the Zodiac in 365
days, and six hours or near upon &c.

““When he is well dignified, the King and Nobles shall exceed and
increase in glory and renown; Corn, Beasts and Birds shall be plentiful; the
people generally prosperous and successful, and all things in a good
condition, whereof the Sun has any signification: All this is meant, if he be
Lord of the year in any annual Revolution; but if he be weak, judge the
contrary.

“’Emperors, Kings, Monarchs, Princes, Dukes, Marquises, and
indeed all Noble and Highborn people, and in general all Gentlemen, and
those that are in office or command of superiority in City, Town or
Country; Coiners, Masters of the Mint, Goldsmiths, Spinners of Gold and
Silver, and all such neat Trades, Silver and Gold wire-drawers®®, and the
like.

610

®Tyrants, Usurpers, Constables, Head-boroughs®", and all such as

bear any petty or usurped authority.

®"'He is Author of magnanimity, state and majesty, heat, &c.

0 The nature and complexion of ©
0 Globe of ©

2 Distant from earth.

% Mean motion.

% Diurnal.

%5 Revolution.

% When well placed and strong.

7 Quality of men when well placed.
%% Makers of wire.

% When ill placed or weak.

61 Petty constables.
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®20One of no tall stature, but about the middle size, strong and
portly, having a stately majestical gate, of a saffron-coloured complexion, or
Sun-burnt, flaxonish, or light fair hair, somewhat crisping or curling; a large
full hazel eye, a broad forehead, a very decent, handsome body throughout.

*BThe Sun is not, nor cannot be said to be Oriental, or Occidental,
otherwise then as he is in any Figure located near the East angle, or verging
towards the West; for all other Planets are said to be Oriental, or Occidental,
as in relation to the Sun, in that they rise before him, or set after him.

*“The Sun has never any Latitude; for he ever moves forward in the
Ecliptic.

*Sour and sharp favours.
““Yellow.

®“In man, he rules the heart, brain and right eye; in women, the left
eye.

*®Saffron®”’, Peony, Mary-gold, Balm, Ginger, Dittany®, Celandine,
Vervine, which being gathered under its proper constellation, drives away
evil Spirits; and it is also used in prophesying; Pomcitron®, Amber,
Rosemary, St. Johns-wort, Musk, Herbgrace®”, Rosa-Solis*®, Cinnamon,
Eye-bright, Cinquefoil®®, lignum Aloes®, Barley, Lavender, Sweet
Marjoram, Pepper, Frankincense, Honey, Aromaticus®, &c.

! Nature.

%12 Corperature or shape of body.

*¥ Oriental and Occidental.

o' Latitude.

¢ Savours.

¢ Colours.

7 In man.

%18 Herbs and spice.

1% The autumn crocus, also known as meadow saffron.

% Origanum dictamnus. An aromatic woolly plant native to Crete, formerly
believed to have magical powers. A member of the mint family and form of
oregano. It was believed that the juice of the dittany would drive away venomous
beasts. It is an all purpose wound healer and pain reliever. It is especially used to
relieve the pain of rheumatism and childbirth. It's also used fo r gastric problems
and to cure snakebite.

2l Apple grafted onto a lemon tree as described in John Baptist Porta’s Natural
Magic.

62 A plant whose stem does not become woody and permanent, but dies, at least
down to the ground, after flowering. Rue, an aborti ficiant.

%2 The herb sundew. Drosera rotundifolia. Originally the Italian cordial rosolio was
prepared wholly from the juice of the plant. Rosolio came to denote a whole class
of cordials and liqueurs. There are many variations in the spelling.

%% Potentilla . Also called five finger, because of the resemblance of its leaves to the
fingers of the hand. Also known as sunkfield. synkefoyle. Five leaf Grass is a
creeping plant with large yellow flowers like the Silverweed, each one growing on
its own long stalk, which springs from the point at which the leaf joins the stem. It
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*’The Bay-tree, the Ash, Cedar, Ivy, the Vine, the Orange and
Lemmon-tree.

**The Phoenix, Swan, Cock, Hawk, Nightingale, Lark, the Buzzard,
&ec.

“PAtites™, the stone called the eye of the Sun, because it is like the
apple of the eye in form; the Carbuncle®”, the Chrysolite, the stone called Iris,
the stone Heliotropion®”, the Hyacinth, the stone Pyroyphylus®’, the stone

was an ingredient in many spells in the Middle Ages, and was particularly used as

a magic herb in love divinations. It was one of the ingredients of a special bait for
fishing nets, which wa s held to ensure a heavy catch. It was used to cure the
intermittent fevers, which prevailed in marshy, ill -drained lands, and especially
ague.

%% Aloes wood / Lignum Aloes ( Aquilaria malaccensis) It comes from a knot that is
formed by an evergreen tree wh en it is infected by a particular fungus. The tree
produces a wonderfully scented resin. A  tree native to India and not to be confused
with Aloe Vera. It is usually used in incenses of protection, consecration, success

and prosperity. The scent is similar to a combination of sandalwood and ambergris.
62 Acorus calamus, sedge, calamus, sweet flag. sweet root, sweet rush. sweet cane,
gladdon, sweet myrtle, myrtle grass, myrtle sedge, cinnamon sedge. The Sweet
Sedge is a vigorous, reed like, aquatic plant, flo urishing in ditches, by the margins
of lakes and streams and in marshy places generally, associated with reeds,
bullrushes and bur -reed. esteemed as an aromatic stimulant and mild tonic. It's
used to increase the appetite and benefit digestion.

% Trees.

%% Birds.

%% Stones.

%% A magical stone composed of oxide of iron with a little silex and alumina,
supposedly found in the nest, neck or stomach of an eagle, that was thought to

offer protection in childbirth, among other magical and medicinal properties. The
stone is big with another inside it, which rattles, as if in a jar when you shake it. It
should be worn bound to the arm to prevent abortion, and on the thigh to aid
parturition. Also known as Aquilaeus and The Eagle Stone.

%31 Probably garnet. A beautiful gem of a deep red color (with a mixture of scarlet) caled
by the Greeks anthrax; foundin the eat indies. when held upto the sun, it losesits degy
tinge, and beaomes of the mlor of burning coal. the name belongs for the most part to ruby
sapphire, thoudh it has been also given to red spinel and garnet.

%32 Bloodstone a green chalcedony sprinkled with red spots resembling blood ~ --
called also heliotrope.

% There existed throughout the world in ancient and medieval times the report of

a certain stone, the Pyrophilus, that would shine in the dark. This stone, it was
believed, was a pure crystal and could only be produced and made luminous by

the application of terrific heat. It had the miraculous quality of enabling its

possessor to pass unharmed through the d epths of the water. It can be traced back
to the Babylonian Gilgamesh Epic, in which the stone appears as the Plant of Life
which Gilgamesh seeks from Utnapishtim, the Babylonian Noah. The = Pyrophilus
legend wherever it is found has accordingly been traced  back ultimately in every
case to the story of Noah.
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Pantauras, Pantherus or Pantochras®®, in the Scripture it is called Evantbum;
the Topaz, Ruby, Diamond.

The learned and most famous Cornelius Agrippa®, Lib. 1. Chap. 23 of
his Occulta Philosophia says, that Albertus Magnus and William of Paris gave to
these stones these virtues as follows.

*Aetites, or the stone that is found in the Eagles Nest, cures the
Falling-sickness, and poisons.

*’The eye of the Sun, is singular good for comforting the brain, and
strengthening the eye-sight.

**The Carbuncle, is of great virtue against Airy and vaporous poison.

**The Chrysolite, is of marvellous operation, in preserving the Lungs,
and helps much those that are Asthmatic; and if it be bored through and
filled with the Mane of an Ass, and bound to the left arm, it drives away
idle imaginations, melancholy fears and foolishness.

*“The Iris, it is like the Crystal in colour, it commonly having six
Corners; it being part held in the shadow and part in the rays or beams of
the Sun, it gathers the rays of the Sun into it self, and reflects them again in
the form of a Rainbow.

*!The Heliotropion, is in colour green like a Jasper, speckled with red;
this causes the bearer to be constant, renowned, famous, and conduces to
long life; it is said to turn the beams of the Sun into the colour of blood, viz.
when it is joined to the juice of the herb of the same name and put into
water, it dazzles the sight so much that the bearer can hardly see it by the
help of the aforesaid herb.

**The Hyacinth, is good against poison and pestiferous vapours; it
keeps the bearer safe and acceptable; it conduces also to riches and wit; it

63 Panther stone. A mythical stone that attracts others stones like a magnet does to
metal. It was believed to be powerful against poisons and spotted like the panther.
Also called evanthum.

%% Heinrich C ornelius Agrippa von Nettesheim (born in 14 September, 1486
Cologne - died 1535 was a magician and occult writer writer and alchemist. In ~ De
occulta philosophia libri tres (1531), Agrippa combined magic, astrology, Kabbala,
theurgy, medicine, and the occu It properties of plants, rocks, and metals. This work
was an important factor in the spread of the idea of occult sciences. He wrote an
attack on the astrologers and magicians of the day in his  De incertitudine et vanitate
scientiarum et artium.

5% The virt ue of aetites.

7 Of the eye of the Sun.

538 Of the carbuncle.

5% Of the chrysolite.

40 Of the Iris.

1 Of the Heliotropion.

2 Of the Hyacinth.
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strengthens the heart, being held in the mouth, and wonderfully cheers the
mind.

*The Pyrophilus as Esculapius makes mention, There is a certain poison
so very cold, which preserves the heart of man (being taken out) from burning, so
that if for any time it be put into the fire, it is turned into a stone; whence it is
called Pyrophilus from the fire.

It is marvellously efficacious against poison, and it makes the bearer
renowned and dreadful to his enemies.

**The Pantaura is of that sympathetical virtue that it draws other
stones to it as a load-stone does iron; admirable against Poisons.

I know there are many good wits in this Nation that have not the
least faith in these matters concerning the virtues of stones, and indeed of
the whole scope of these my writings; yet they must pardon me if I will not
conclude as the vulgar and illiterate in such mysteries do; for I have learned
this modest lesson (which I could wish were also imprinted in their breasts)
Not to condemn what I am ignorant of for of all things (in my opinion) there
can be none so ridiculous as for a man to dislike, contradict, gainsay or
condemn what he is ignorant of: if you hast no belief in these matters; yet
must you benefit your self thereby; it is but your pains in trying the
conclusions; if they fail, then must you on good ground condemn them; if
they hit, you reap hereby a double benefit, knowledge and experience;
wherefore by the way I thought good to hint at this, that you must not
persist in your ill conceit of this **Heavenly Art of the Judgment of the stars, or
Astrology, since you must let it alone till you be urged by any Artist to have
any esteem thereof, though never so slight: but to our business in hand.

*°0f Metals or Minerals, the Sun rules gold.

*'The Sea-Calf**, whose Nature is to resist lightning, Shell-fish, the
Star-fish for her parching heat, and the fishes called Strombi** that follow
their King, and Margari which have a King also; these Margari® being
dried, are fixed into a stone of a golden colour, as witnesses Cornelius

Agrippa.

®TAll such Beasts as are stately, furious, bold, strong and invincible,
as the Lion, Crocodile, Wolf, Ram, Boar, Bull, Horse, and Baboon, of the
which it is Recorded, that he barks every hour in the day, viz. twelve times

2 Of the Pyrophilus.

4 Of the Pantaura.

3 Look my Lux Verititas.

%4 Minerals.

7 Fishes.

% The common seal. Believed to be a protection against lightening,.
 Strombus. A genus of marine gastropods in which the shell has the outer lip
dilated into a broad wing. It includes species commonly called conch.

% Pearl, a type of pearl.

%! Beasts.

142




in a day, and that in the Equinoctial times of the year he pisses twelve
times; viz, every hour, also as often in the night. Gesner on Beasts, page 10
Whence the Egyptians (as Cornelius Agrippa and others, Lib. 1. cap.23. de
Occult. Philos. relate) did use to engrave them on their Fountains.

Moreover the (Egyptians did use to preserve them amongst their
hollowed things; for that by them they knew the time of the Conjunction of
Sol and Luna; (see Gesner of Beasts pag.10.) for after the aforesaid
Conjunction, the Male Baboon will neither look up nor eat, but goes still
dejected, as it were lamenting the ravishment of the Moon, with this
disdainful passion; in like manner the Female at that time sends forth blood
out of her womb of Conception; for which cause the Egyptians signify by a
Baboon the Moon, and her rising by his standing upright, holding his hands
up toward heaven.

*’He causes Weather according to the Season, &c. of the which
more hereafter.

®*Princes Palaces, Courts, Houses, all magnificent Buildings, Halls,
Dining rooms, Parlours, &c.

®He loves and delights in the East part of the World, and Eastern
Winds.

**0f the Celestial signs, he rules for his house only Leo.

**He rules by day the fiery Triplicity, viz. Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius.
*’He is exalted in Aries the 19th degree.

**He suffers Detriment in Aquarius.

**And Fall in Libra.

*'The strength of years.

*'His Angel is Michael.

**His Friends are, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Mercury, and Luna.

552 Weather.
%53 Places.

554 Winds.

% Signs.

% Triplicity.
57 Exaltation.
%58 Detriment.
559 Fall.

660 Age

%! Angel.

52 Friends.
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**His Enemy Saturn only.

**He rules Sunday of the days of the week, and of the nights that
which we call Wednesday night.

**He rules the fourth Climate, Italy, Bohemia®®, Sicilia, Caldea®, the
Roman Empire.

**Is 15 degrees before and after any Aspect.
*In conception he rules the fourth month.

“"His greatest years are 1640

Yet Bonatus, and some others say, but 461.
His greater years are 120.

His mean years are  69.

His least years are  19.

“'In journeys he gives good success.

*?He signifies hot and dry Diseases, palpitation of the heart,
infirmities of the eyes, cramps, soundings, giddiness in the head, diseases
and infirmities of the mouth and brain, Catarrhs, rotten Fevers, &c.

*“The Sun is never Stationary.

“*He moves always direct in the Ecliptic, and is never Retrograde.

CHAP V: Of the Nature and Significations of VENUS.

I Come now to Venus, who is next under Sol; she is the lesser Fortune,
transparent, bright and shining; she is very well known by the Country
people by the name of the Evening Star, when she sets after the Sun; and
she is sometimes by them called the morning Star when she rises before the

%3 Enemies.

%% Day of the week.

%5 Regions.

%6 With Moravia and Czech Silesia, Bohemia constitutes the traditional Czech
Lands, and in its broader meaning Bohemia is often understoo d to include this
entire area, which until 1918 was a Hapsburg crown land. Prague is the traditional
Bohemian capital.

%7 Chaldea.

58 Orb.

% Conception.

0 Years.

! Journeys.

%72 Diseases.

57 Stationary.

674 Retrograde.

5> The nature and complexion of §
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Sun, Feminine and Nocturnal. And again, by some she is called the
Shepherds Star.

%She is to our sight the biggest of all the Stars and Planets, except
Sol, and Luna; yet according to Tycho, she is less then the earth six times:
Ptolemy Albotegnius and Atfraganus say 36 times, &c.

*7She is distant from the earth, according to the same Ptolemy,
Albotegnius, and Alfraganus, 618 semi diameters of the earth, but Tycho and
Copernicus say 1150.

Her mean motion is 59m. 8sec.

Her diurnal motion is sometimes 62m, 64m, 65m, 66m, 70m, 74m,
76m, but she never exceeds 82m.

”She finishes her course through the twelve signs of the Zodiac in
the same time the Sun does, or thereabouts.

*"When she is Lady of the year in any Revolution, and essentially
dignified, the year will be advantageous unto women, who shall generally
be free from infirmities and mischiefs; they shall love and delight in the
society of their Husbands, shall be fruitful, easily conceive and bring forth;
the people shall also generally thrive and be prosperous, shall delight
themselves in recreations, sports, feastings, mirth and jollities, and all
pleasure whatsoever; also in fine apparel; but if she be weak, judge the
contrary.

*'Musicians in general, Gamesters, and what Game soever it be,
Embroiderers, Jewellers, Linen-Drapers, Perfumers, Picture-Drawers,
Engravers, Mercers®®®, Silk-men, and all such Occupations as serve to the
adorning of women, &c. Women, Wives, Mothers, Virgins, &c.

*“Fiddlers, Pipers, ordinary Painters, Seamsters, Glovers,
Womens-Taylors, Upholsterers, &c.

She is author of voluptuousness and pleasure.

%A light brown hair, smooth, and much of it, a mean stature, a fair
complexion, tending to blackness; lovely black eyes, a round face, having a
Love-dimple in the chin, a lovely mouth, cherry lips, extraordinary lovely
and delightful, a pleasant taking countenance, an exceeding well-shaped

5% The globe of £

577 Distant from earth.

%% Mean and diurnal motion.

67 Revolution.

580 When well fortified.

1 Quality of men when well placed.

%2 A merchant of linen, draper, maker of sailcloth, haberdasher. Also a pedlar.
%% When ill placed or weak.

%% Corperature or shape of body.

5% Corperature or shape of body.
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body throughout, loving neatness, spruceness, trimming and the like;
lovely in all his gestures, speaking softly and sweetly, studious and solid in
his deportment; in all exercises of the body light and nimble.

**When she is Oriental, she gives a taller stature, upright and
straight, not corpulent, but decently composed.

*’When Occidental, not so tall, yet very comely and well-favoured.
**Her greatest North latitude is 9deg. 2min.

%Her South latitude, at the most, is no more.

*Delightful, pleasant, toothsome, sweet favours.

*Blue, tending to white, or white, &c.

2The Reins®?, Back-bone, Seed, and the Vessels of Seed, the
Privy-parts both of man and woman.

®*All such herbs and plants are odoriferous, pleasant, sweet and
delectable, and such as invite to Venery™, viz. the Satyrian®®, Daffodil,
Cuckoo-Pintle, Maiden-hair, the Violet, Valerian, Vervin®’, Time®®, the
Rose, Lilly, &c. All such Spices as are fragrant and sweet, &c.

*®*The Fig-tree, Pomegranate, the Cypress, sweet Apple-tree,
Pear-tree, the Myrtle-tree, Walnut, Almond-tree, Peach, Apricots, the
Raison-tree or Vine, Turpentine-tree, the wild Ash-tree, &c. And of
Perfumes, Amber-grease, Musk, Civet, the Gum Laudanum, and all such
sweet Perfumes, Frankincense, &c.

%8 When oriental.

%7 Occidental.

% North latitude.

% South latitude.

0 Savours.

*1 Colours.

2 In man.

% Kidneys,

* Herbs and spices.

%> The pursuit of sexual pleasure.

% Orchid.

%7 Verbena officinalis, herb of grace. In England the Common vervain is found
growing by roadsides and in sunny pastures. It is a perennial bearing many small,
pale-lilac flowers It is recommended in upwards of thirty complaints, being
astringent, diaphoretic, antispasmodic, etc. It is said to be  useful in intermittent
fevers, ulcers, ophthalmia, pleurisy, etc., and to be a good galactogogue. As a
poultice it used against headaches, earneuralgia, rheumatism, etc. In this form it
colours the skin a fine red, giving rise to the idea that it had the p ower of drawing
the blood outside.

% Thyme.

% Trees and perfumes.
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"The Swan, Water-wag-tail, Swallow, Pelican, Nightingale, Pigeon,
Sparrow, Turtle-Dove, Stock-Dove, Crow, the Burgander™, the Eagle;
because as the Egyptians report, it will come to the Male (if called) after she
has been trod thirteen times in a day, the Partridge, Thrush, Black-bird, Pye,
Wren, &c.

"2The Beryl, Chrysolite, Emerald, Sapphire, Green Jasper, Corneola,
fEtites, the Lazul, Coral, Alabaster, Marble.

"®Copper, Brass, and sometimes Silver, &c.

"The Pilchard, Gilthead, the Whiting, Crab, Tithymallous™,
Dolphin.

"All such Animals as are of a strong love, delicious or luxurious; the
Dog, Cony””, Sheep, Goat, Bull, Calf, Panther and Hart.

"®Weather she denotes gentle showers in Winter, and temperate
heat in Summer.

"The South wind.
Beds and Bed-chambers, Dining-rooms, Dancing-schools,
Gardens, Fountains, Wardrobes, Banqueting houses, Play-houses, and

Bawdy-houses.

MOf the Celestial signs, she rules, and has for her houses Taurus and
Libra.

She rules the Earthy Triplicity by the day, viz. Taurus, Virgo and
Capricorn.

PShe has Exaltation in the 27th deg. of Pisces.

"MShe suffers Detriment in Aries and Scorpio.

7% Birds.

1 A burrow duck; a duck that breeds in holes under cliffs.
792 Stones.

79 Minerals.

7% Fishes.

7% Sea spurge.
7% Beasts.

7 Rabbit.

798 Weather.

79 Wind.

710 Dlgces.

M Signs.

" Triplicity.
3 Exaltation.
"4 Detriment.
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7She is in her Fall in the 27" deg. of Virgo.
7®From 14 to 22.

"V Anatel.

7¥Saturn only.

"YFriends are Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Mercury and Luna.

She has Friday assigned to her Dominion, and that night we call
Monday night.

722
7

7 Arabia, Austria, Campania’, Polonia’, Cyprus, Vienna, Parthia™,

Turin, and the sixth Climate.
Her Orb is 7.deg. before and after any Aspect.

"Her greatest years are 151.
Her greater years are 82.
Her mean years are  45.
Her least years are  15.

In Journeys, she causes good success, mirth, and sport by the way.

Cold and moist Diseases, such as happen in the members of
generations, veins, bladder, back, belly, navel, matrix, the Running of the
reins, Gonorrea, Pox, both French and Neapolitan’, Priapism’, Surfeits, the
Pissing Disease”™'; weakness in the reins and members of generation, all

strains by over much excess of Lust.

7 Fall.

716 A ge'

V7 Angel.

718 Enemy.

7Y Friends.

7 Day of the week.

72 Regions.

72 Northern Italy.

73 Poland.

7 The Parthian Empire ruled the Iranian plateau and intermittently controlled
Mesopotamia between about 190 BCE and 224 CE. Norther n Iran, and east of Syria.
7 Orb.

7 Years.

7 Journeys.

7 Diseases.

7 Syphilis. Known to the English as the French pox and the French as the
Neopolitan pox.

7 Prolonged and painful errection of the penis.

7! Diabetes.
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7She is two days Stationary before Retrogradation, and two days
before Direction.

"She is 42 days Retrograde.

CHAP VI: Of the Nature and Significations of MERCURY.

After Venus, or next under her, and above Luna, is located Mercury, of
whom by Gods blessing we are come now to Treat; he is of a’silver-colour,
but duskish; seldom seen by us, by reason of his proximity to the Sun, he
being never distant from him above 27 degrees to our sight: he is the least
of all the Planets to our sight, except Saturn; but according to Tycho, he is
less then the earth 19 times; Albategnius says 19000 times, and Alfraganus
22000 times

7*And by the opinion of Tycho, he is distant from the earth 1150 semi
diameters of the earth; Albotegnius and Atfraganus say 115 semi diameters of
the earth.

"He is like an Hermaphrodite, participating of both sex; he is
Masculine when joined by Conjunction or Aspect to a Masculine Planet,
Feminine when with a Feminine; good and fortunate when joined with the
Fortunes; bad and mischievous when joined to or with the Malevolents.

"%¥His mean motion is 59m 8sec and sometimes 40m never more.

7His Diurnal motion is never above 100m. in a day, sometimes 86m,
80m, 70m, 68m and 66m.

"He finishes his course through the 12 signs of the Zodiac, much
about the time that Venus does, yet he is the swifter of the two by
somewhat.

"When Mercury is strong and Lord of the year, he signifies,
Merchants, Tradesman, and all such as give their minds to learning Arts
and Sciences, shall have a successful year; but if he be weak, judge the
contrary.

72 Stationary.

73 Retrograde.

7 Complexion of £his place.
7 Signs to the eye.

7 Globe of £

77 Nature of ¢

7% Mean motion.

7 Diurnal.

™ Annual motion.

741 & when well fortified.
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" Astrologers, Philosophers, Mathematicians, Secretaries, Diviners,
Merchants, Sculptors, Poets, Advocates, School-masters, Orators,
Ambassadors, Commissioners, Attorneys, Ingenious Artificers, &c. and all
learned men in general.

"Scriveners, Accomptants, Clerks, Solicitors, Thieves, Carriers,
Messengers, Footmen, Usurers, Petty-foggers™, &c.

"He is Author of Wit, Fancy, Ingenuity, and Invention.

*Not much colour in his face, nor much abounding in white nor
duskish, but a kind of a Sunburnt-colour, long visage, a high forehead, long
nose, thin lips; his eyes of a saddish grey, not altogether black; a dark
brown hair, long hands and fingers, and of a tall, upright, straight, spare
body.

When he is Oriental, he is not very high, but big-boned, of a
honey-coloured complexion, small eyes, and in disposition one altogether

self-ended, but well shaped.

When Occidental, of a thin spare body, swarthy visage,
hollow-eyed, of a dry constitution, &c.

"®His greatest North latitude is 3d 31m.
"His greatest South latitude is 3d 35m.
#Sourish, and sharp favours.

A mixed Galimaufry™

of colours, purple, &c.
7The brain, tongue, and left ear.

7The herb Mercury, Five-leaved grass, Fumitory”, Marjoram,
Parsley, Pimpernel, and such as are of divers colours, and mixed natures;

2 Quality of men when well dignified.

7 When ill placed and weak.

" Lawyer willing to undertake any case. Petty, unscrupulo us lawyer.

7 Nature.

74 Corperature.

™ Oriental.

7 Occidental.

7 North latitude.

70 South latitude.

7! Savours.

72 Colours.

73 A hotchpotch, jumble or confused medley.

™ In man.

7> Herbs and drugs.

7 Fumaria officinalis. Also known as earth smoke, beggary, fumus , vapour, nidor,
fumus terrae, fumiterry, scheiteregi, taubenkropp, kaphnos, wax dolls. A small
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they have chiefly relation to the brain and tongue, to dispel wind, to
comfort the spirits, and open obstructions; Adders-tongue, Lungwort,
Dragonwort”™, Cubabs™, and all such herbs as are beneficial to the Muses
and Divination, as Vervin, Hiera”’, Treacle, Diambra’®.

7IThe Walnut-tree, Filbert-tree, Hazel, &c.

"*Those Birds that are Naturally witty, melodious and inconstant, as
the Linnet, Nightingale, Black-bird, Thrush, the Bird Ibis, the Bird
Porphyrio, Parrot, Swallow, Popinjay, Cockatoo, Crane, the Jack-Daw, Lark,
the Bird Calandra™.

"Serpents and Adders.

"*The Emerald, Agates, Red marble, Topaz, and such as are of divers
colours, Milstone, Marchasite.

7%6Quicksilver, Tin and Silver Marchasite.

7"The Trochius’®, the Fox-fish””, the Mullet, the Pourcontrell’”, the
Fork-fish

710f Beasts, the Dog, and such as are of quick sense, ingenious,
inconstant, swift, and such as are easily acquainted with man, Apes, Foxes,
Weasels, the Hart and Mule, the Hare, Civet-cat, Squirrel, Spider, Pismire’”,

the Hyena, &c.

annual plant, a common weed in many parts of Europe. According to the ancient
exorcists, when the plant is burned, its smoke has the power of expelling evil
spirits. A weak tonic, slightly diaphoretic, diuretic, and aperient; valuable in all
visceral obstructions, particularly those of the liver, in scorbutic affections, and in
troublesome eruptive diseases, even those of the leprous order.

7 Gum tragacanth.

78 The dried unripe berry of a tropical shrub ( Piper cubeba) of the pepper family that
is crushed and smoked in cigarettes for catarrh.

7> Another name for vervain or vervin.

7 Indigestion medicine made out of a compound of spices, ambergris and musk.
7! Trees.

7% Birds.

7% A species of lark, with a thick bill, the upper part of the body of a reddish brown,
spotted with black, with a body thicker than the skylark.

7% Beasts.

7% Stones.

7% Minerals.

7 Fishes.

7% An aquatic bird, a swift runner, with long legs, which is s ~aid to get its meat out of
the crocodile's mouth. A genus of humming birds. It formerly included all the
known species.

7% The fox shark; called also sea fox. A small British marine fish (Callionymuslyra)
also called also yellow sculpin, fox, and gowdie.

" The class of the Coelenterata, which includes the corals and sea anemones.

77! Beasts.

772 A type of ant.
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7’He must principally be observed, the sign he is in, and season of
the year; but usually he causes rain, hail-storms, sometimes thunder and
lightning, according to the nature of the Planets in configuration with him,
of the which more hereafter.

7*He delights in the Northern Quarter of Heaven, yet commonly he
causes such winds as are signified by the Planet to which he applies.

Schools, Common-hats, Tennis-Courts, Fairs, Ordinaries, Markets,
Bowling-Alleys, Tradesmens-shops; in a gentlemans-house, his Hall, &c.

Studies, Libraries.

7°0f the Celestial signs, he has for his houses which he rules, Gemini
and Virgo.

77He rules the Airy Triplicity by night, viz. Gemini, Libra, and
Aquarius.

®He is exalted in Virgo the 15th degree.

He suffers Detriment in Sagittarius and Pisces.
“His Fall is in the 15th deg. of Pisces.

From 7 to 14.

72 Raphael.

®His Enemies are Mars, Sol, and Luna.

His Friends are Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn.
"He rules Wednesday, and that night we call Saturday night.

"®Flanders™, Gracia, (Egypt, and Indies both East and West.

77 Weather.

7t Winds.

7 Places.

776 Signs.

7 Triplicity.

778 Exaltation.

7 Detriment.

780 Fall.

781 Ages.

78 Angel.

78 Enemies.

78 Friends.

78 Day of the week.

7% Regions.

Former county in the Low Countries, extending along the North Sea and W of
the Scheldt (Escaut) River.
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"His Orb is seven degrees before and after any Aspect.
"“He rules the sixth month.

"His greatest years are 450.
His greater years are 76.
His mean years are  48.
His least years are  20.

In Journeys, he is according as he placed and in Aspect with the
other Planets

"Vertigos, Lethargies, Madness, Frenzies, Diseases of the brain,
Ptisick””, Stammerings, Defects in the memory, Hoarseness, Dry-cough, the

Hand and Feet-gout, all imperfections in the Fancy.

?He is Stationary one day before Retrogradation, and one day
before direction.

"He is Retrograde 24 days.

CHAP VII: Of the Nature and Significations of the Moon.

My Intentions are now to treat of the lowermost of all the Planets, and
next unto the earth, which is the Moon; she is Feminine and Nocturnal; her
colour is so vulgarly known, that it were superfluous or needless here to
relate, since our intentions and scope of our writings are to inform the
ignorant and illiterate of what they as yet are ignorant of; she is the biggest
of Planets to our outward sight, except the Sun; nay and it "”is hardly
discernable externally, which of the two is the greater; but this is by reason
of their nearness unto our sight, whence in Genesis she is called one of the
two great lights (which is to be understood as in relation to our sight.) But
according to Tycho, is 42 times less then the earth. Ptolemy says 39 times,
and Copernicus 43 times.

And according to Tycho, she is less then Sol 5848 times; Ptolemy
says 6348 times, and Copernicus 7000 times.

78 Orb.

7 In conception.

™ Years.

! Journeys.

72 Diseases.

™ A cough.

7% Stationary.

7 Retrograde.

7 The nature and complexion of D
™7 Globe of D

7% Comparison of ©
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And distant from the earth, according to Tycho, 60 semi diameters
at her greatest elongation; in her least elongation but 52 semi diameters;
Ptolemy says 64 semi diameters; her least 34 and her mean 49. Copernicus
says, her greatest 68 her least 52 and her mean 60.

%9She is neither fortunate nor unfortunate, but as she is placed and
in configuration with either the Fortunes or Malevolents; she is most
powerful in operation of all the other Planets, on Elementary bodies, by
reason of their proximity to us, and her swiftness, by which she transfers
the light and influence of all the Superiors to us, by her configuration with
them.

*"Her mean motion is 13 deg, 10 min, 36 sec.
*2She never exceeds 15 deg, 2 minutes in one day.

%3She finishes her course through the 12 signs of the Zodiac in 27
days, seven hours and 45 minutes or thereabouts.

%*Moon Lady of the year, and strong in any Revolution, denotes
there shall be no want of rain in its due season, both former and latter; men
shall be generally heathy, fortunate, safe and punctual in all their actions
and promises, especially if she be in reception with her*”dispositor or good
Aspect therewith, &c. but if she be then weak and unfortunate, you are to
judge the contrary.

*®One of a palish, whitish colour, round face, grey-eyes, yet having
a kind of a lowering or cloudish eye-brow, very hairy, fleshy and plump, of
a large stature, corpulent, and well set.

%7When Oriental, she inclines more to fatness.

58When Occidental, not so well set.

*“Her greatest North latitude, is, 5 deg. 17 sec. or near upon.

*“Her greatest South latitude, is, 5 deg. 12 sec. or near upon.

™ Distant from the earth.
80 Nature of D

801 Mean motion.

%2 Diurnal.

805 Revolution.

804 D when well placed.
89 When ill placed.

8 Corperature.

87 Oriental.

808 Occidental.

89 North latitude.

810 South latitude.
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$1She signifies common people.

$Fresh waterish tastes, or such as one can hardly say what taste it is
of.

$1Gilver-colour, white, a pale-green, and a pale yellow.

$Ghe rules the Phlegmatic humour, the brain, all waterish and
excrementirlous®”® humours; the left eye, and the right eye of a woman, her
menstrues, &c.

$1%Gea tangle®”’, Lunaria or the Moon-herb®®, Hysope, Rosemary,
Agnus-castus, the herb Chinosta®”, Pompion®, Melon, Muskmelon, Gourd,
Cucumber, Colwort, Cabbage, Endive, Mushrooms, Poppy, Linseed,
Rapeseed, and all such herbs as turn towards the Moon, and increase and
decrease as she does.

®'The Palm-tree, for that it sends forth a twig every time the Moon
rises, and all such trees and plants as participate of sympathize with her,
and are juicy and full of sap.

%2Goose, Swan, Duck, Divedapper, Moor-hen, and all Fowl using
the water, Night-owl, Nightraven, Bat, &c.

2All stones that are white and green, the Marchasite, the Crystal,
the Senenite, and soft stones.

84Gilver.

Aelurus®™, whose eyes increase and decrease according to the

course of the Moon, all fish of the like nature; the Tortoise, the Echeneis®”,

Crab, Oyster, Lobster, Cockle, Muscle, and all shell-fish, also the Eel, &c.

1 Quality of men.

812 Sgvours.

813 Colours.

14 In man.

815 Of excrement.

816 Herbs.

817 Any of various brown algae, especially of the genus  Laminaria. Form of seaweed.
818 A small genus of European herbs of the mustard family, including the herb horesty
(lunaria annua), which is also cdl ed moonwort and lunary.

81 Schinos, or mastic tree, Pistacia Lentiscus, A small evergreen shrub of the
Mediterranean region, cultivated for its resin. Stimulant, diuretic.

820 Pumpkin.

82! Trees and plants.

822 Birds.

52 Stones.

824 Minerals.

82 Fishes.

826 Catfish.

7 Any one of several species of fishes belonging to Echeneis, Remora, and allied
genera. Called also sucking fish.
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Such Beasts as use and delight in water, as the Otter, &c. and such
as sympathize any wise with the Moon, as the Chameleon, Dog, Hog, Frog,
Hind, Goat, Baboon, Panther, Cat, the Civet Cat, all monstrous Beasts, Mice,
Rats, &c. Of the Baboons passions I forbear here to speak, since you have
had it related in the 4. chapter, being caused by the secret influence of Sol
and Luna.

®Fountains, Field, Sea-Ports, High-ways, Rivers, Deserts, Pools,
Fish-Ponds, Bogs, Brooks, Docks, Springs, Common-shores, Wharves, &c.

%According to her configuration with the other Planets, viz. with
Saturn, cold, moist and cloudy weather, with Jupiter heat and temperate Air;
with Mars wind and clouds; with the Sun according to the time of the year;

with Venus showers; with Mercury wind and rain.

%1She usually causes that wind signified by the Planet she applies
unto.

#20f the Celestial signs she has but one for her house, viz. Cancer.

% Her Triplicity is the earthy Triplicity, which she rules by night,
viz. Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn.

**Her Exaltation is in Taurus the 3 degree.

$®She suffers detriment in Capricorn.

*Fall in Scorpio 3 degree.

% Infancy till seven years of Age.

¥Gabriel.

89Her Enemies are Saturn and Mars.

*Her Friends are Jupiter, Sol, Venus and Mercury.

828 Beasts.

829 Places.

830 Weather.
81 Wind.

82 Signs.

3 Triplicity.
84 Exaltation.
85 Detriment.
836 Fall,

837 A ge'

53 Angel.

89 Enemies.
80 Friends.
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#0Of the days of the week, she rules Monday and that night we
commonly call Thursday night. Denmark, Holland, Zealand, Flanders,
Norinberge.**

*Her Orb is twelve degrees before and after any Aspect.

*Her greatest years are 320.

Her greater years are 108.

Her mean years are 66.

Her least years are 25.

*In conception she rules the seventh month.

#°According as she is strong or weak, strengthened or debilitated.
¥ Megrims®®, Frenzies, Apoplexies, Vertigoes, Wind-Colic, Diseases
in the bladder, Testicles and left-side, and in the liver of women, and
members of Generation, Menstrues, Fluxes, cold Rhumes, Belchings, cold
stomach, hurts in the left eyes of men, and right of women, Sciatica,
Surfeits®”’, Coughs, Convulsions, Falling-sickness, Aposthumes, small Pox,
Measles, and the Kings-evil™.

%IShe is never stationary.
**Nor Retrograde, but when she goes less then 13.deg. in 24.hours,

she is accounted equivalent to a Planet retrograde; but in her own proper
motion she ever moves direct forward.

CHAP VIII: Of the Essential Dignities of the Planets.

I have already showed the Natures and Significations of the Planets; I am
come now to show their essential Dignities, without the which there can no
part of this Art be understood, or indeed be anywise beneficial; wherefore it
is necessary that all the Students herein, warily observe their Fortitudes and

1 Day of the week.

2 Nuremberg, Germany.

 Orb.

4 Years.

5 In conception.

8 Journeys.

%7 Diseases.

8% A kind of sick or nervous headache, usually periodical and confined to one side

of the head; now more commonly called migraine headache or migraine. A fancy; a
whim; afred&; ahumor; esp., in the plural, lownessof spirits. A sudden vertigoin ahorse,
succealed sometimes by urconsciousness produced by an excessof bloodin the brain; a

mild form of apopexy.

9 Excess, nausea through overindulgence.

%0 Tubercular infec tion of the throat lymph glands.

1 Stationary.

82 Retrograde.
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Debilities in any part of their works; to which end they must be exceeding
well skilled herein; which, that they may diligently study to do, I will (God
enabling me) cordially and sincerely to the full here relate.

%A Planet then is said to be essentially strong, or in essential
Dignities, when he is in his own House, Exaltation, Triplicity, Term, or Face.
How these are assigned to every Planet, you may see by this Table
following, though there has been much dissention therein amongst the
Ancients; with the which if you agree not, I hope you are not hurt thereby,
since you have liberty to follow what Authors you please.

A Table of the essential Dignities of the Planets according to Ptolemy
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The use of the Tabl e.

IN the first Column you have T & II &c. under each other to the end of
the signs; over them is written signs, intimating all these beneath are the
Characters of the signs.

In the next Column to signs, you have written the Houses of the
Planets, under which you see &' D over against it on the left hand is T’; and
under d'D you have ¢ N and over against her on the left hand, 8
intimating no more but this, that P is &' his day house, signified by D and
3 is @ her night house, signified by N.and so all along underneath you have
declared what sign properly belongs to every Planet.

In the next column you see written Exaltations; under it and over
against T you find © 19 and under him, over against 8, you see D 3. which
is, © in the 19 degree of T is in the very point of his exaltations, and D in
the 3 degree of &; and so of the rest.

In the next column you see Triplicities, and under is D N & under D
N you have © 4 under D and X under N and over against ’; so also over
against 5in the same column you see an, and again over against /# which

8% When a planet is essentially dignified or fortified.
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shows no more but that the O has triplicity in the Day, signified by D in
these three fiery signs or Triplicity; and & in the night signified by N. so you
may see @ and D rule the earthy Triplicity, ? by day, D by night; f and §
the airy; d' the watery only; wherefore you find &' both under D. and N.
showing that both night and day he rules the watery Trigon.

In the next column and over against T, you see 4 6 and in the next
column @ 14.and next unto her over against 1 still you find & 21 &c. and
over their heads you have written The terms of the Planets; the meaning
whereof is, that L in the first 6 degrees of T’ has terms, ? from 6 to 14 has
terms, & from 14 to 21 has terms, &c. and so in order of the rest.

In the tenth column over against 7, you find &" 10 L 20 and 9 30
over their heads, The faces of the Planets, which is, k in the first 10 degrees of
T has a face, © from 10 to 20 degrees, and ? from 20 to 30 degrees: mark
this all along in the rest.

In the thirteenth column, you find ? over against T, and under her
d' over against 8, next 4 over against II, and over all, written Detriment,
intimating € in P, &' in &, & in II, are in detriment, viz. in houses that are
opposite to their own, whereby they are debilitated or suffer detriment or
damage, and so you may see of all the rest of the Planets.

In the last column you find over against T f; over against % O
over against [[] €, and over all, written Fall, showing that f in T, d" in
%, ? in ] &c. are in their Falls, viz. in the signs opposite to their
exaltations.

But, that you may fully examine the strengths and debilities of the
Planets, in the judging of any part of this Science, and to know how many
dignities essential a Planet has; when in Exaltation, what in house, how
many in Triplicity, term or face; nay and accidental dignities, as being in
Aspect or Conjunction with the Fortunes, and located in good houses, &c.
or debilities essential or accidental, have special regard to this following
Table.

A Table, showing the Fortitudes and Debilities of the Planets.

Essential Dignities. Debilities.

A Planet in his own house, or 5 In Detriment. 5
mutual reception by house shall
have dignities.
In exaltation, or reception by 4 In Fall 4
exaltation.
In Triplicity. 3 Peregrine 5
In Term. 2
In decanate or face. 1

Accidental Fortitudes. Accidental Debilities.
In Medium Coeli, or ascendant. 5 In the 12 house 5
In the 7, 4 or 11 houses. 4 Inthe8or6 2
Inthe2or5 3 Retrograde 5
In the 9 2 Slow in motion 2
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In the 3 1 f & and J'occidental 2
Direct 4 ? and ¥ oriental
Swift in motion. 2 ) decreasing in light 2
f L or &' oriental. 2 Combust of O 5
? and § occidental. 2 Under © beams 4
) occidental, or increasing. 2 Partil ¢ with f| or &" 5
Free from combustion and O 5 Partil & with 8§ 4
beams.
In Cazimi. 5 Besieged of f ord 5
In Partil ¢ with 4 and @ 5 Partil @ of f or & 4
In Partil & with §2 4 Partil O of of  or & 3
In Partil A with X or @ 4 In Conjunction with Caput 5
Algol in 20 degrees of Taurus.
In Partil ¥ with L or @ 3

In & with Cor §) in 24 deg. of 6

8
In & with Spica [[] in 18 deg 7 5

CHAP IX : Showing the Use of these former dignities, & c.

$Use: The use that is to be made of all this, is no more but thispy find a
Planet in his own house, and the significator, he shows a good state of the
person or thing he signifiesin any scheme whatsoever. As if in the
Revolution of the year of the World, he be significator of the King, People,
&c. he signifiesthus much,That their condition is, and shall be during the
time of his being essentially strong, in great esteem, prosperity, health,
plenty, &c.

%3If a Planet be in his Exaltation, he shows a man of a high and
majestical carriage and disposition, very higlminded, lofty and proud,
taking more upon him then befits.

%°If a Planet be in his Triplicity, it shows a man meanly endued with
the goods of this life, not meanly, nor very well descended; yet his present
condition to be good.

%If a Planet be in his Terms, is hows a man rather participating of
the temper and shape of the Planet, then of the wealth, power or dignity
signified by the nature of that Planet.

%*n Face, a Planet no otherwise fortified, then but being in face, and
significator of any one, shows himignified to be, as it were, at the last shift,
or as we say,at the last gasp, not knowing how to bestow himself, nor what

8% What a planet in his own house signifies.
855 \What a planet signifiesin his exaltation.
5 In triplicity.

7 In Term.

558 In face.

160




course to take, and so judge of anything signified, to be either in a good or
bad condition, according to the strength of the significator.

CHAP X: Of the Houses of the Planets, and wherefore they were so
distributed.

Diligently note this Chapter. The Reasons why the signs are (as above said)
in that manner attributed and assigned to the dominion of the Planets, I
thought good here to relate, that the Students in this Noble Art may not
want grounds and reasons for their Rules; as also, that they may be able to
give an answer to the proudest Antagonists. We will ®’then, according to
our method begin with the Luminaries, viz. Sol and Luna, who have Cancer
and Leo assigned them by reason of their heat, which is caused through
their nearness to our Zenith or Cardinal point; the Sun has allotted him Leo,
for that it is most agreeable unto his nature: besides, we see that the Sun
being naturally hot and dry, does show its effects more forcibly in this sign
then in any other; for though Aries and Sagittarius be also fiery signs, yet is
he not so hot, powerful nor efficacious therein, as in Leo.

The Moon has Cancer for the same reason allotted to her
government, it being most agreeable to her temper: for Cancer is the first
sign of all the rest that are moveable and watery, and so more agreeable
with her temper and quality then any of the rest.

9Saturn because he is naturally cold, and an enemy to heat, and the
highest and most remote from the Luminaries of all the Planets, has
therefore assigned him Capricorn and Aquarius, which are the opposite signs
to Cancer and Leo, wherefore they are cold and moist; and by reason of this
their Opposition, Saturn is reputed hurtful, and the most obnoxious and
malevolent of all the Planets, by reason he thus opposes the Luminaries
that are the Lamps of light, life and nutrition.

*'And because Jupiter is placed under Saturn, he has allotted him
those two signs that go before and after Capricorn and Aquarius, viz.
Sagittarius and Pisces, which are in a Trine to the houses of Luminaries;
Pisces his night-house to Cancer the house of the Nocturnal Luminary; and
Sagittarius his day-house to Leo the house of the Diurnal Luminary:
wherefore they are temperate, and by reason of this their Amical Aspect he
is concluded assistant, temperate and good; fortunate and benevolent to
mankind, and the greatest Fortune of all the Planets.

%*Mars in order follows Jupiter whom you have heard is immediately
placed after him; and therefore those signs which go before and after the
houses of Jupiter are given to him, viz. Scorpio and Aries, which are in a

%9 Of the Lum inaries and their houses.
80 Of # and his houses.

861 Of L
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Square to the houses of the Luminaries, viz. Aries his dayhouse to Cancer,
and Scorpio his night-house to Leo, wherefore by reason a Square is an
Aspect of enmity, he is accounted hurtful and unfortunate, (yet not so bad
as Saturn, who beholds them (as has been said) with an Opposition) and is
the lesser infortune.

*Venus by reason of her temperate constitution, challenges those
houses which go before and after the houses of Mars, viz. Libra and Taurus,
which are in a Sextile to the houses of the Luminaries, which is an Aspect of
love and amity, causing generation and multiplication; and by reason
Sextile is not so perfect an Aspect as a Trine, she is truly accounted the
lesser Fortune.

**And because Mercury is carried below the rest of the Stars, the two
remaining signs are given him, viz. Gemini and Virgo, preceding and
following the houses of the Luminaries; and because he is on neither side,
and never distant from the Sun above one sign, he inclines naturally neither
to good nor bad, but is adjudged to be participating of the nature of the
Planet to which he is joined.

CHAP XI: Of the Exaltations and Fall of the Planets, and wherefore
they were so constituted.

Enter we shall here (as in the preceding Chapter) with the Luminaries, and
first with the Sun, as being the chief light, and Fons vita, the Fountain of life;
the Sun then is said to be in the point of his Exaltation when he is in the 19.
degree of Aries, he being then in the highest **Northern point of the
Ecliptic, by which all things are made to spring and flourish, the heat of
weather and the length of days being increased; therefore for the same
reason contrary is he said to be in his Fall in Libra, it being the opposite sign
in the heavens to Aries, in the which he declines Southward, by the which
the shortness of the days and cold is increased, to the hindrance of the
fertility of the earth.

%The Sun in Aries then being the cause and original of all things;
and because the Moon has her light from him, she being in conjunction with
him in Aries, shows her self first unto us in Taurus, the first sign in which
she has Triplicity; and therefore for these causes she is said to be in
exaltation in Taurus, in which she is also increased in light; and in Scorpio
she is in Fall (for that it is the sign opposite to Taurus) wherein she is also
decreasing in light, it being the next sign after Libra the opposite sign to the
Suns exaltation when she is in her Fall, being in Conjunction in Aries, or
receiving there her first light.

863 Of 9

864 Of 9’

85 Of the exaltation of O
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%’And because as you have heard before, Saturn is most remote from
the Sun, contrary in houses, and author of cold, as the Sun is of heat;
therefore is he exalted in that sign in which heat is diminished, and cold
increased, viz. Libra; and in his fall where cold is diminished and heat
increased, viz. Aries, quite contrary to the Sun.

**Tupiter is exalted in Cancer, and in fall in Capricorn, for that Jupiter
delights in the Northern part of Heaven, stirring up Northern winds, which
causes fertility, and makes thing to grow, and his greatest declination
Northward is in Cancer, wherefore he is therein exalted, and by reason of
the contrary, is he in Fall in Capricorn.

*Mars is naturally hot and dry, and because he shows his effects
more powerfully in Capricorn (it being a Southern sign, where the Sun is
most hot, viz. about noon) is he said to be exalted therein, and in fall in
Cancer, quite contrary to Jupiter, Mars being violent, Jupiter temperate.

**And because Venus is naturally moist, and chiefly in Pisces, by
which the Spring is moistened and increased in strength, is she said to be
exalted in Pisces, she being the cause of generation and procreation:
wherefore in Autumn when all things wither, and fade, viz. in Virgo, is she
in fall.

“IMercury, for that he is dry and contrary unto Venus, is exalted in
Virgo, and in fall in Pisces, Virgo being both his house and joy.

CHAP XII: Of the Triplicities of the Planets, and the Reasons why
they were so appointed.

¥Thus then first you must know, that a Triplicity is no more then three
signs of the Zodiac, all of one nature, making a perfect triangle; and of these
Triplicities, amongst the signs there are four, viz. the ¥’Fiery-Triplicity, the
Airy-Triplicity, the Watery-Triplicity, and the ¥*Earthy-Triplicity. The
Fiery-Triplicity, consists of Aries, Leo and *°Sagittarius: the Airy, of Gemini,
Libra and Aquarius: the Watery, of Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces: the Earthy, of
Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn; and these signs behold one another with a
Trine; as a Planet in a fiery sign beholds another Planet in another fiery sigh
(being in equal number of degrees) with a Trine; as also a Planet in an Airy
sign, another Planet in an Airy sign; one in a Watery sign, another in a

867
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869 Of Oﬂ
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572 What a triplicity is.

% How many.

8% How nominated.

85 Of what signs they consist.
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Watery sign; in an Earthy sign, a Planet in an Earthy sign. And this Trine
Aspect, consists of an hundred and twenty degrees, &c.

¥*The Sun and Jupiter have dominion in the Fiery-Triplicity, the Sun
by day, and Jupiter by night: the Sun, for that he is hot and fiery, of the
nature of these signs; and Jupiter, for that he is temperate, and to moderate
the extremity thereof, therefore he rules this Triplicity in the night: yet
some of the Ancients have added in government with them Saturn, that by
his cold nature, he may temperate the excess of heat. This is the Eastern
Triplicity.

7 Saturn and Mercury have dominion in the Airy-Triplicity, which is
Western, Mercury by night, and Saturn by day; Libra is his Exaltation (and
you have heard for what reasons) Aquarius is his house and sign wherein he
most does joy; Gemini is Mercury’s house; wherefore Saturn has chief
Dominion in this Triplicity; yet some have joined Jupiter in signification
with them, by reason of his temperancy.

“*Mars both night and day, has assigned him chief Dominion of the
Watery Triplicity; this Triplicity is Northern: certainly the reason why Mars
was assigned chief Rule of the Water, was to cool his courage and abate his
heat; for we see he is more powerful to work his mischievous pranks in Leo
then in Cancer; for he having dominion and rule in Cancer, he works not
altogether so much mischief (yet is he in Fall in Cancer, but Peregrine in Leo)
wherefore a Planet Peregrine is worse then a Planet in Fall, if he be butin a
term: yet some of the Ancients have joined Venus and the Moon with Mars,
by reason Cancer is the Moons house, and Pisces the Exaltation of Venus.

“Venus and Luna are appointed chief Governesses of the
Earthy-Triplicity, which is Feminine and Southern, cold and moist, causing
South-east winds, cold and moist Air; and therefore assigned to these
Feminine Planets.

CHAP. XIII: Of the Terms of the Planets, wherefore so called, and so
assigned to every of the five Planets.

*Here now you must know the Sun and Moon have no terms; A Term is a
certain number of degrees, which in each sign (whether it be exaltation or
house) every of these five Planets, viz. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus and
Mercury, have a priority; which by long study and experience was at the last
(by Gods assistance) found out by the Ancients.

5 O and 4 the fiery triplicity.
7 f and & the Airy.

8 & only the watery.

@ and ) the Earthy.

80 What a term is.

164




%!They are called Terms, Ends or Bounds, for that the Planets have
their proportion so allotted them, that at the end of so many degrees, begin
the bounds, terms or ends of another Planet: As for example, from the first
degree of Aries to the sixth is the term, end, or bounds of Jupiter; from the 6.
to the 14. is the term of Venus, &e.

*2Ptolemy, Albumazer®™ and Bonatus show that the greater years of
the Planets are found out by their several terms, through the Zodiac, which
is no more but this; look what number of degrees every Planet has assigned
him in every sign, and add them together, and they make the just number
of their greater years, as you have them before; as for
Example more plainly.

Signs Terms
4 6 5 8 7

3 2 7 6 8 7
I 4 6 6 7 7
% 3 7 6 7 7
8 6 6 5 6 7
m 6 5 6 6 7
o 6 8 6 5 5
m, 3 8 6 7 6
Y 6 8 5 6 5
3 6 7 5 6 6
2 6 5 5 8 6
X 5 6 5 8 6

Greater 57 79 66 82 76

years

881 Wherefore so called.

82 To know the greater years of the Planets by the Terms.

%83 Abu Ma'Shar (787 -886) known in the West as Albumassar. Arabic astrologer born
in Baghd ad died in Mesopotamia a centenarian in March 896. Began his career as a
student of the Hadith or traditions of the Prophet Muhammad, but in his 30's or
40's he gave that up and turned his attention to astrology. After this, he became
famous not only as th e leading authority on astrology but also as a court astrologer
and a professional astrologer. His knowledge of the subject was vast. He attributed
the tides to the magnetic influence of the Moon. His book on great conjunctions
was condemned by theologians of Paris for subjecting religious changes to these. In
his printed works Albumazar displayed only an astrological interest in comets, and
his account of their significance in each of the signs of the zodiac was often
repeated by Latin authors. In  Albumassar in Sadan, a work found only in
manuscript, he is quoted as saying, "The philosophers say, and Aristotle himself,
that comets are in the sphere of fire, and no part of them is formed in the heavens,
because the heavens undergo no alteration. But they are  all wrong in this onion.
For I with my own eyes saw a comet beyond Venus. And I knew that it was beyond
Venus, because it had not affected its colour. And many persons have told me of
seeing a comet beyond Jupiter and sometimes beyond Saturn." In this boo  k he also
asserted that prayers would be answered when the Moon and Jupiter are in
conjunction in the head of the dragon.
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These being added together; make just 360 degrees.

%But the reason why the Planets are after this manner divided into
terms, is briefly this. The Sages and Philosophers in former Ages followed
this rule; first, to observe what Planet had most dignities in a sign; whether
by Exaltation and House, Triplicity and House; or House, Exaltation or
Triplicity only; and to that Planet that had two or more Dignities, they
assigned the first term, whether he were a Fortune or Infortune; and if an
Infortune have not two dignities in a sign, they placed them last, and gave
them the last term of the sign, and the first term to the Lord of the
Exaltation, to the Lord of the Triplicity, or the Lord of the House; ever
preferring him who has two dignities before those or him that had but one,
except only in Cancer and Leo; for because Cancer is the opposite sign to the
exaltation of Mars, viz. Capricorn; therefore is the first term of Cancer
assigned to Mars; and because Leo is the opposite sign to the house and joy
of Saturn, is the first term of Leo given to him; to the Infortunes are given
still the last of all the signs, except of Leo; the last term is given to Jupiter; the
quantity of the terms are thus divided; when Jupiter and Venus have not
two of the aforesaid dignities in the same sign, nor in the second, third, nor
fourth, they have seven degrees allotted them for their term: Saturn and
Mars, because they are infortunes (except in their own houses) but five;
sometimes four, three, and two; Mercury, for that he is of a mixed nature,
and naturally neither good nor bad, has six degrees allotted him. In like
manner, when a Planet has the aforesaid dignities, he has assigned him one
more, as Venus in the first term of Taurus has assigned her eight degrees;
and Saturn in the first term of Aquarius has six degrees allotted him; and
where Venus has eight, you see Saturn has but two in Taurus, being so much
diminished, he being very weak in Taurus: so also in Sagittarius, you see
Jupiter is increased one, being he is there strong; and Mercury being weak, is
diminished one; Jupiter has eight, Mercury but five; but why they are so
divided throughout the signs, I find no Author give sufficient reasons; I
mean for this Table, according to Ptolemy, which, he says, he found in an
old rotten worm-eaten book, which was half consumed with worms and
age, in which, he says, there was a long story of the utility and reasons of
the terms: but by reason of the so much decay of the Book it could not be
legible, so that he could not transcribe it; and so leaves the Reader still in
doubt concerning this point, the clearing whereof requires much time and
study, which shall- not be wanting hereafter in me to bestow (God granting
me life and health) for the benefit both of the Art and Students therein. In
the interim be content with what I have now delivered.

CHAP X1V: Showing the use which is to be made of the Terms.

Remember that a Planet in his own Term is strong, and that the more
dignities he has there, the stronger he is; for Jupiter in the first term of
Sagittarius, is stronger and more powerful then in the first term of Aries; yet
they are both his terms; the reason is, because Sagittarius is both his House

%% The reason why the terms are so attributed to the Planets.
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and Triplicity; Aries is but his Triplicity only; wherefore you see in
Sagittarius he has the first eight degrees for this term, in Aries but six; and so
observe the nearer a Planet is in nature to the place of his term, the stronger
is the Planet therein; for Jupiter being hot and moist, has but five degrees for
his term in, Virgo, which is cold and dry; yet in Gemini, which is hot and
moist, he has six, it agreeing with his temper; yet in Cancer, which is cold
and moist (you will perhaps say) he has seven, which agrees not so near to
his nature; but the reason thereof is, Cancer is his house of Exaltation, and so
has allotted him one for that, as you have heard before; for you must know
the more dignities a Planet has in a sign, the stronger he is, and has the
greater term allotted him.

In like manner, if a Planet that is cold and dry, be in a term so
likewise qualified, viz. cold and dry also, his cold and dryness is the more
increased, and will work the more forcibly on the Inferiors he is significator
of; observe the same rule in all the rest of the qualities and humours, still
remembering that a Planet is so much the more increased in strength, by
how much the more he is located in the places of his own temper and
nature,

Moreover a Planet that is hot and dry, is lessened of his vigour in a
term that is cold and moist; so likewise is he augmented in heat if he be
naturally cold and moist, and in a term that is hot and dry.

In like manner note, that if a fortunate Planet be in a fortunate term
(I say note in general) his goodness is the more increased and augmented,
having more power and strength to operate in any thing whatsoever he is
significator of; as if he have signification of good, he is then so much the
better; and on the contrary an evil or malevolent Planet in a malevolent
sign and term is the more mischievous.

The Lord of a Term when he is in that Term, let it be what sign it
will, has more power therein then the Lord of that sign or the Planet that
has that sign for his Exaltation, if he be Peregrine anywhere, which is as
much to say, Possession is eleven points of the Law, when there is but twelve.
And if the Lord of any term be in his term, and the Lord of the sign in
another sign in any Aspect with him, the Lord of the term shall have more
power in the sign where he is, then the Lord of the sign, and shall be
principal significator; and if the Lord of the term be in his own term and
sign, his strength and power is so much the more increased.

What ever Planet be weak in a sign, that Planets debility is lessened,
when or by his being in that part of the sign he be where he has any term;
and if he be in term and sign both of his own nature, he is very strong and
fortunate, as aforesaid.
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CHAP XV: Demonstrating the Use, Nature and Reasons of the Faces of
the Planets.

Again, the Reasons of the Virtues of each Planet through the 12 signs of the
Zodiac in their proper Faces is very rare, and a great mystery, which every
capacity cannot reach unto; neither is it to be attained by any but who are
great and profound searchers of the hidden mysteries of nature, and of
great experience; for as water quenches fire, and as fire dries up water; so
one Planet over-rules another, and again is contradicted by the same; a
term divides a face; a face divides a sign; a sign a triplicity; a triplicity the
Zodiac, &c.

% Know therefore that in every sign there are three Faces, consisting
of 10 degrees a piece: they are called faces for that they are equivalent to
signs, forms or shapes, by reason they show the nature and inclination of
the Planets in them, as in their own houses, as it were, as anon shall appear,
being borrowed from the practice of those that did use to foretell the
Accidents, Nature, Disposition and inclination by the face of the Planet.

To know the proper Faces then of the Planets, you must begin with
Mars, and give him the first face of Aries, viz. the first 10 degrees, because
Aries is his house: the second face to the Sun because he follows Mars in
course, and is located under him in the Heavens: the third to Venus, who
successively follows the Sun: to Mercury you must after the same Rule give
the first face of Taurus, who successively follows Venus; the second to the
Moon, being under Mercury; the third to Saturn, being the first of the
Planets; and therefore in order to be reckoned after Luna, which is the last.
The first face of Gemini to Jupiter; the second to Mars, and so round about
the Zodiac; for following this method, you will soon come to the exact
knowledge of every Face, and the true Lord thereof.

*Mars then has the first face of Aries assigned unto him; and this is
the face of boldness, strength, magnanimity, unshamefastness, resoluteness
and confidence.

8%The Sunm has the second face of Aries, which is the face of
nobleness, might, majesty, power, renown and authority; and in this face
he is in his exaltation.

% Venus has the third face of Aries, which is effeminate, mild, joyful,
merry, full of sport and play.

% Mercury has the first face of Taurus, which is the face of Ploughing
and Tilling, Sowing, Building, giving of Laws, Precepts and Learning.

%5 Wherefore the Faces are called Faces.

8¢ The significations of the first face of T’
87 Of the second.

888 Of the third.

89 Of the first face of &
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*'The Moon has the second face of Taurus, which is a face of power,
dignity and authority, depopulating Towns and Castles, and constraining
the People.

*Saturn has the third face of Taurus, which is a face of misery,
servitude, poverty, necessity and cruelty.

*Tupiter has the first face of Gemini, complete in all things, and itis a
face of writing, casting of accounts, of giving and receiving of Petitions and
Writings of no profit or utility.

8 Mars has the second face of Gemini, which is a face of labour,
trouble and study in what is painful, and in dishonest actions.

#Sol has the third face of Gemini, which is a face of forgetfulness,
disdain, jeering, scoffing and boldness.

¥ Venus has the first face of Cancer, which is a face of strength,
understanding, wit and power, desiring favour of all men.

**Mercury has the second face of Cancer, which is a face of sport,
mirth, women, riches, fertility and abundance.

% The Moon has the third face of Cancer, which is a face of hunting,
pursuing of Runaways, gaining by strength and arms, and opposing of
men.

*¥Saturn has the first face of Leo, handsome in shape; it is a face of
cruelty, mischief, and violence; of enduring labour and toil; of boldness and
lust.

**Tupiter has the second face of Leo, which is a face of quarrels and of
mischief, causing Wars and strife.

Mars has the third face of Leo, which is a face of love and
friendship, and easily leaving his goods and abode for the fear of War or
Commotions.

*Sol has the first face of Virgo, which is a face of Ploughing and
Sowing, Tilling; of gathering wealth and riches.

0 Of the second.

1 OF the third.

%2 Of the first face of IT
3 Of the second.

4 OF the third.

5 Of the first face of &
8% Of the second.

%7 OF the third.

8 Of the first face of d7
9 Of the second.

W OFf the third,
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*?Venus has the second face of Virgo, which is a face of gaining, and
growing rich, of covetousness, entreating and desiring the help of others.

Mercury has the third face of Virgo, which is a face of age,
weakness, and decrepitness; of destroying people, and pulling up trees by
the root.

**The Moon has the first face of Libra, which is a face of Justice, Right
and Truth, helping the weak and needy, complete and handsome in shape.

*Saturn has the second face of Libra, which is a face of quiet, profit
and happy life.

“*Tupiter has the third face of Libra, which is a face of gluttony,
lechery, revelling and following ill courses.

*’Mars has the first face of Scorpio, which is a face of quarrelling,
fighting, mischief, slaughter, robbing and sacking.

*®Sol has the second face of Scorpio, which is a face of contentions,
strife, theft, of sowing mischief and debate amongst men, and of deceit.

"Venus has the third face of Scorpio, which is a face of Wars,
violence, drunkenness, of rapes and fornications.

""Mercury has the first face of Sagittarius, which is a face of boldness,
freeness and strength.

*"The Moon has the second face of Sagittarius, which is a face of
trouble in mind, fear, mistrust, &c.

"2Saturn has the third face of Sagittarius, which is a face of obstinacy
and wilfulness, sticking to his own whimsical conceits, neither will he by
any means be beat out of them; mischievous, quarrelsome, and apt in, and
delighting in odious, abhorred and vile actions.

PTupiter has the first face of Capricorn, which is a face of handsome
form and shape, loving to ramble, to be merry and sport.

Y Of the first face of M
2 Of the second.

% Of the third,

%% Of the first face of =
%5 Of the second.

% Of the third.

X7 Of the first face of M,

8 Of the second.

* Of the third,

10 Of the first face of A~
11 Of the second.

2 Of the third,

9 Of the first face of V8
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"Mars has the second face of Capricorn, which is a face of seeking
things that cannot be attained, nor brought to perfection.

’Sol has the third face of Capricorn, which is a face of a covetous
desire to rule and govern or have riches at his disposal, suspecting and
mistrusting himself.

"°Venus has the first face of Aquarius, which is a face of continual
trouble for money and profit, never at rest, ever in labour and toil, yet poor
and indigent.

""Mercury has the second face of Aquarius, which is a face of
comeliness and beauty, of understanding, modesty, mildness, clemency, of
good behaviour, and of a handsome composed shape.

"®Luna has the third face of Aquarius, which is a face of contentions,
repinings and strife.

MSaturn has the first face of Pisces, which is a face that is not sad,
pensive nor dejected in his undertakings, of good nature and handsome, of
many thoughts and cogitative, flitting from one place to another for the
procuring himself a name and riches.

Tupiter has the second face of Pisces, which is a face of haughtiness,
and a high disposition, seeking after great and high things.

“'Mars has the third face of Pisces, which is a face of concupiscence
and lust, and delight with women, yet loving rest and quietness.

The Use of all this is no more, but if you find the cusp of the
Ascendant in the Nativity of any one, in any of these faces, you may judge
the Native to be qualified as you here find; your judgment will be the more
certain, if you find the Lord of the Ascendant, the Moon, Planet beholding
the ascendant, or Planet beholding the Lord of the ascendant or the Moon,
or both, in the same face or faces of the same nature; to dwell longer here
were but vain, since this is so clear and plain.

14 Of the second.

15 Of the third.

%18 Of the first face of A%
17 Of the second.

18 Of the third.

% Of the first face of X
20 Of the second.

2L Of the third.
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CHAP XVI: Of the Joys of the Planets.

Moreover, the Planets are said to be in their joys when they are in those
houses where they are most strong and powerful, as,

{ }

Joysin

W x40 O Q F
H3IXOS\ &

The reason why these are their joys, is this. Saturn joys in Aquarius,
and not in Capricorn, although both are his houses, because in Aquarius he
has both house and triplicity by day; in Capricorn he has only house; so
likewise Jupiter joys in Sagittarius, and not in Pisces, because he has in
Sagittarius both house and triplicity, in Pisces but only house: and so of all
the rest except Luna, who although she has not triplicity in Cancer, yet is it a
sign of her own nature and complexion: The use that is to be made hereof,
is only this; Saturn is more powerful in Aquarius then Capricorn, and Jupiter
in Sagittarius then Pisces; Mars in Scorpio then Aries; Venus in Taurus then
Libra; Mercury in Virgo then Gemini, &c. Of which may many good Uses be
made in the practice of this Art; as beneath in their due places will appear.

CHAP XVII : Of the Head and Tail of the Dragon.

Ever remember, that the head and tail of the Dragon are not signs nor
Planets, neither any Constellations; only Nodes and Places of the Ecliptic,
which the Moon cuts, they have no Aspect to any Planet; but they may be,
and are aspected by them; as touching their motion, it is according to the
motion of the Moon.

Their Nature is various according as they may be placed and
aspected; some of the Ancients have maintained that the head is good and
fortunate; the tail bad and infortunate naturally, without any exception;
others are of a contrary opinion, and say the Head is good when well
placed and fortunately aspected by the benevolents and fortunate Planets;
but when afflicted and aspected by the malevolents it is bad: Also that the
Tail is good with the good Planets, viz. being joined with them, or in aspect
therewith, and bad with the bad; and some again will have the Head when
joined with the Malevolents to be good, and with the Benevolents bad: also
the Tail when joined, or in configuration with the Fortunes, they say is bad,
and with the Infortunes good; for my part, I have still (by that little
observation I have made) found the Head to be good, and the Tail bad and
unfortunate, as is the nature of Saturn and Mars naturally, but accidentally
they may also sometimes be both good and bad, I mean contrary to what
they are generally reputed; you must follow which you please; experience
will be your best rule when you hast done all; therefore let that together
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with reason be your guide, till you can inform yourself in what is not fully
comprehended by you.

CHAP XVIII: Of the Antiscions and Contrantiscions of the Planets.

"?Some of the learned in this Art do hold that the Antiscions of the Planets
be equivalent unto a Sextile or Trine-aspect, especially if they were
beneficial Planets; and their Contrantiscions to be of the nature of
*?Quadrate or Opposition. How to know the Antiscions if no more but
thus; first, know the Antiscions of the signs, which is no more but a sign
being equally distant with another from Cancer and Capricorn the two
Tropics; as Gemini has its Antiscion in Cancer, Taurus in Leo, Aries in Virgo,
Pisces in Libra, Aquarius in Scorpio, and Capricorn in Sagittarius; for when the
Sun is in the 1 degree of Gemini, he is as far from the Tropic point of Cancer,
as when he is in 29 degrees of Cancer; and in the 5th degree of Taurus, as
when in the 55th degree of Leo, &c. Having the true knowledge of the
Antiscions of the signs, the Antiscions of the Planets then is easily known;
viz. look in what sign and degrees your Planet is whose Antiscion you
would know, and subtract the degrees and minutes he is in from 30 degrees
or a whole sign, and in what degree and minute remains is his Antiscion
and then knowing in what sign he is, and his Antiscion must be in what
answers thereunto as above said; as if he be in Virgo, his Antiscion is in Aries
&c. The Contrantiscion is known thus; look in what sign, degree and
minute your Antiscion falls, **and your contrantiscion will be in the same
degree and minute of the opposite sign to your Antiscion: as for example, I
admit your Antiscion of Saturn, Jupiter or Mars, or any Planet be in the 16th
degree, 24 minutes of Leo, then you Contrantiscion falls in the 16th degree,
24 minutes of Aquarius, &e. But these are things now (by Gods blessing)
vulgarly known; it is not our business therefore here to dwell, only since in
such a work as this, it is necessary to say somewhat of the Planets, their
dignities, signs, aspects and natures, the whole Art consisting thereon, as
the chief rock on which this most incomparable glorious Fabric, viz.
Astrology is founded and built; and having by the blessed assistance of the
glorious Maker waded through the beginning, that the work might be full, I
thought to give some small hint of the Antiscions, and so proceed; for our
intentions in these our undertakings are not to insist on what is already
made manifest (further then to make the work the easier to the weaker sort
and students therein) but what remains in the Art (as yet unrevealed and
not made to speak our language) which we conceive the present times
capable of receiving; it being my hearty desire to have knowledge increase
upon the face of the earth, and ignorance abolished, since the more
knowledge a man has, the nearer he is to the Divine Essence, and further
from the sottish stupidity of the World.

*2 The force of an Antiscion.
2 How to know the Antiscions of a planet.
2 To know the Cntrantiscion of the Planet.
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CHAP XIX: Showing the Reasons of the names of the seven Planets and
their Characters.

Enter we shall in order, according to their stations and plates in the Heaven,
with the highest first, viz. Saturn.

*”And the reason why he was called Saturn is this (though I must
confess for several reasons (which would be too tedious and superfluous
here to relate) he was otherwise called) he is called I say Saturn (for because
this is his vulgar name amongst us; I give you the reason and cause thereof)
a saturo™ to fill or give in abundance, quasi saturavit omnia®, it being
thought amongst the learned that where he gives, it is in full plenty and in

abundance.

ZTupiter, is so called a Juvando, quasi est Juvans pater’”, from helping,
or being beneficial to mankind, he being naturally temperate, inclining by
his sweet influence the dispositions of men to sobriety, moderation and
goodness.

Mars, quasi Mavors, quia magna verteret™”, turning great things, and
acting high exploits.

%280, quasi solus Lucens™, as only shining, being the Eye, Candle,
and soul of the World.

P*Venus, a veneror’™, so called, to honour, and as it were giving due
reverence to beauty, she being the cause thereof.

*Mercury, quasi Merces, a merendo™, signifying wages and
mercature, being the cause and Author thereof.

" Why # is called Saturn.

7 Gatisfy, fill.

%7 As if to satisfy all.

928 Why L

 These comments are punning attempts at etymology for the names of the
planets. “From 'helping/, as he is a 'helpful father".

930 Why Oﬂ

#! As if Mavors, because he 'turns great things'. The pun is from the old Latin name
for Mars, Mavors, the syllables of which remind Ramesey of the initial syllables of
'MAgna' and 'VERteret'. It's impossible in English, though as an example imagine
that Mars was called T orquil, and we took this as being related to 'torque’, the
turning force of an engine. This sort of mystical etymology, which assumes a

hidden meaning in names, all relating back to an original sacred language spoken
before the Tower of Babel dispersed the tongues of Men, turns up again in the 19th
century.

Wy O

93 G0l as he 'alone' shines. Pun on solus, alone, and sol, sun.

934 Why 9

* Venerate.

936 Why 9’

%7 As in 'wages', from 'earning’.
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Luna, quia aliena luce lucet™, shining with a borrowed light.

*Saturn is thus Charactered f, representing a Sithe or a Cross, for
that he is author of mischief and old Age. Jupiter has this Character L,
representing one with a Mace or Sceptre on his shoulder or in his hand, as
deserving a Kingdom for his temperate good nature, and inclination. Mars
is made thus ', pointed like a Dart or Engine of War, for that he excites to
such mischief. The Sun is so charactered ©, as being a full light of himself,
not borrowing in the least from others, or I may say he is made round,
having a prick in the middle, as being the Centre of the whole Universe, as
some have maintained he is. Venus is thus charactered ¢, resembling a
beautiful Lady, with a lovely round visage. Mercury is made in this manner
§, for that he is the Ambassador and Messenger of the gods, with a pair of
wings as it were on his head. The Moon you know either in her wane or
prime is horned: wherefore she is still charactered thus ), as best
resembling her form.

CHAP XX: Of the number of the Heavens and Spheres, their places,
order and motions.

YOU are to know we are now about to speak of the signs of the Zodiac, as
also of the Zodiac it self; it is necessary here therefore (having done with
the Planets) that so this Art may be thoroughly understood by the lovers
thereof, first to speak a word of the Spheres, and number of the *'Heavens,
which by most Philosophers, especially Hermes Trismegistus and Ptolemy are
held to be in number nine, which indeed are plainly to be demonstrated
and proved by reason; and this is the opinion not only of the Ancient
Philosophers, but of all Astronomers and Mathematicians, who will better
and more at large instruct you; wherefore I refer you for satisfaction in
what you farther doubt of then what I shall here deliver, to their volumes;
only for the satisfaction of my Reader, since it comes in my way, I thought
good to say somewhat, Wherefore these are briefly thus distinguished.

*First, know then, that about this Elementary World (as being the
centre) they all move one above another in their several Spheres, as the
Moon first above the earth in her Sphere; Mercury above the Moon; Venus
above Mercury; the Sun above Venus; Mars above the Sun; Jupiter above
Mars; Saturn above Jupiter; the starry heaven or eighth heaven, above
Saturn; and in this heaven are located all the fixed stars which never move
but as their Sphere moves and carries them, they being *’never the one
farther or nearer to another, but are firm and fixed in their places; for which
cause was this eighth heaven called the firmament; and lastly is this

938 Why )

% Because she shines with 'a different' light' - associating ‘aliena” with luna’.
0 Why the Planets are so charactered.

! The number of the Heavens.

2 The order of the heavens.

2 Being firm and fixed.
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firmament or starry heaven enclosed by the first mover or Crystalline
heaven, which is the guide (as I may say) of the heavens (not being at all
under the rule of any of the other heavens, but **governed only by that
intelligence that rules it, or the express commandment of God) but carries
them all violently about with it self (of whose motions you shall here more
anon) yet there is another higher then the ninth heaven, which does
enclose and comprehend them all; and this by some is held to be the
habitation of God, the Elect and Angels; others hold that Jupiter is the place
of the Elect; and likewise that Mars is the local place of Hell for the damned,
others hold Saturn to be Hell, &c. But we leave these opinions, it being no
part of our Discourse; and return to show you the motions of the Spheres
and heavens.

*You have heard already of the quickness of the motion of the
Sphere of Saturn in the first chapter of this Treatise, where we speak of the
significations, nature and shape of Saturn; as also of the Sphere of Jupiter in
the second chapter, where we treat of Jupiter, and so of all the rest of the
Planets, viz. Saturn finishes his motion, or he in his Sphere in 29 years, some
months and days; Jupiter in 12 years, &c. Their motion, notwithstanding
they are carried violently and accidentally once a day about the earth by the
force and power of the first mover, is quite contrary thereunto, viz. from
West to East, and so likewise is the motion of the starry heaven from West
to East also, whose Revolution is not **finished in less then 36000 years,
whence it is held conclusively by some, that the World must last millions of
years before the subversion and dissolution thereof, or at least, till it has
made its Revolution once: from whence Plato was of opinion that after the
Revolution of these years, all things should be as at the first Creation; and
as the years came about again, so should things happen again as at first, viz.
that after so many years there should be another deluge, and Noah and his
company only saved; and that when the same years came about again in
which he himself lived, he should again flourish as at that time, and be
teaching his Scholars at Athens; and so in like manner that all things should
be renewed again as at first. But as these are points that would spend much
time and labour to handle, and since the holy Writ testifies unto us that the
Angels in Heaven, nay and Christ himself (as he was man) knew not
*’when should be the last day; we hold it convenient to pass by such
curious matters in silence, and hasten to say something of the Circles of
Heaven, The Zodiac and the divisions thereof.

CHAP XXI: Of the Circles of Heaven, the Zodiac, and the divisions
thereof.

We come now unto the Circles of Heaven. You are to know there are some
greater then other, some less, some movable, and also some immoveable; as

% Wherefore it is called the first mover.

* The motion of the Heavens.

% The revolution of the eighth Heaven or sta rry firmament.

7 Matthew 14: 36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only.”
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concerning the greater circles, they are those that have the same Centre
with the Heavens; the lesser Circles have their Centres out of that of the
Sphere; but these are so plainly treated of by ancient Astronomers, that to
insist hereon were but vain: wherefore let us to our business, and say
somewhat of the Zodiac and its divisions.

*®Know then, that in the Sphere of the World there are two chief
Circles, the one called the Equator or Equinoctial, the other the Zodiac or
Ecliptic; it is called the Equator from the nature thereof, being a line of
equality; for the Sun being under the same, causes the equality of the day
and night through the whole World; it is called the Equinoctial for the same
reason, it causing equal nights, &c. The Zodiac **is called the Ecliptic,
because the Sun and the Moon are never Eclipsed but in it; it is also called
the oblique Circle, for that it is situated oblique in respect of the Equator,
&c. This Equator divides the whole Sphere into two parts, being placed
directly betwixt the Poles of the World, viz. Artic and Antartic, which is
also divided by the Zodiac into two equal parts; and those points where the
Zodiac cuts the Equator are called Equinoctial points; and the points of the
Zodiac which are the means between these Equinoctials are called Tropics
or Solsteads, viz. the stays or stations of the Sun, &c. From these divisions,
are the four quarters of the year, viz. Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter;
Spring beginning at the Equinoctial point, the Sun inclining towards the
Vertical point: Summer beginning at the Solstead after; Autumn at the
other Equinoctial, and Winter at the second Solstead. Now you must know
also that these several quarters are divided into three equal parts, as
answering to beginning, middle and end, and so consequently the whole
Zodiac into 12 equal parts, which are called signs and houses (the reasons
why they are so called you shall have anon) and every sign950 is divided
into 30 degrees; every degree into 60 minutes, and every minute into 60
seconds, and ever second into 60 thirds, and so ad infinitum. But now as
touching the Reasons, why these divisions (as I said before) are called signs,
and because they seem to define and signify unto us the most notable
alterations and mutations of the Air, and these inferior Elements.

Now as you have heard of the two principal Circles moveable, so it
is requisite also you hear somewhat of the two immoveable Circles, the
Horizon and Meridian; we leave the Colmes, Tropics, Zones, Vertical, Parallel,
and Polar Circles, &c. to be taught by those that have writ whole volumes
thereof; for our intentions are but cursorily to speak somewhat, that our
scope may the better be understood; our intentions being to lay open that
part of the Art which is not manifest in our tongue.

*'The Horizon then is that Circle dividing the Hemisphere of any
place under it, from that which is above it, to which one of the Poles is
always the Vertical point, and the other Pole the opposite; according
therefore to the height of the point of each place, does the Horizon of each

8 Of the equator and wherefore so called.

* Of the Ecliptic or Oblique Circle; and wherefore so called.

%0 Every sign consists of 20 miles, and 40 furlongs, or 642 furlongs
%1 Of the Horizon.
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place differ; for look how many places there are, so many Horizons are
there; wherefore the Horizon of those places which have the vertical or
perpendicular point under the Equinoctial, is called the right Horizon; for
that it passes by the Poles of the World, and equally, divides the Equinoctial
at right Angles; so likewise it is called a right Sphere; for that is seems to be
rightly placed in respect of that Horizon, and the stars to make their motion
directly by the universal motion of the Sphere.

Now the Horizon of those places whose Zenith is out of the
Equinoctial towards either of the Poles, is called oblique; for that that Pole
which the Vertical point is next to, is elevated above the said Horizon, and
the other is so much depressed; which therefore does divide the Equinoctial
at oblique angles, unequal one to another; for which cause also, the Sphere
is said to be oblique; being in comparison of the Horizon placed obliquely;
and the stars turn obliquely in their universal motion. Wherefore it is clear,
that all direct Horizons are of one disposition; but among the oblique there
are as many differences as are distances between the Vertical pointand the
Equinoctial, or as the elevation of the Pole is diverse above them.

*?As touching the Meridian, it is a great immoveable Circle, passing
by the Poles of the World, and that point of the Heavens which is
perpendicular in what place soever it be; and divides both the Equinoctial
and Horizon of right angles, parting the East part of the Heavens from the
West; whose Poles are the intersections of the *’Horizon and Equator: and
for that it divides the Natural day and the Artificial into two even parts, it is
called the Meridian or mid-day-circle; for when the Sun comes to this Circle
above the Horizon, it is high noon, and the opposite point under the
Horizon or earth is mid-night: all places then according as they are more
Oriental or Occidental, have their proper Meridian; and they which lie alike
East or West. Know then, that every Meridian is a right Horizon to some
places, and every right Horizon a Meridian.

CHAP XXII: Of the twelve Celestial Signs, and their manifold
divisions.

I Have showed you the Heavens are divided into twelve equal parts, called
Signs, and the Reasons why they are so called: it rests therefore now, I
show what they are called, with their several Characters; and why just the number
of twelve, and called by those names, and why they begin at Aries, and not at
Taurus, Gemini or Cancer, or any other sign, and so placed; as also of their
Natures and significations. But first, let us speak of their divisions, and the
several manners thereof, and then proceed.

®Know then that the 12 signs are thus named and charactered,
Aries T, Taurus & Gemini II, Cancer %, Leo 8, Virgo Y, Libra =, Scorpio (l,,
Sagittarius ~, Capricorn V8, Aquarius 2%, and Pisces ¥ . Of these signs, there

%2 Of the Meridian.
%3 Wherefore so called.
%% The names and characters of the signs.
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are some of a fiery nature, some of an earthy, others of an airy, and some of
a watery.

*Fiery signs are Aries, Leo and Sagittarius; Earthy signs are Taurus,
Virgo and Capricorn; Airy signs are Gemini, Libra and Aquarius; Watery signs
are Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces.

%There are also some Masculine, and some Feminine; the
Masculine are Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius, Aquarius; Feminine are
Taurus, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, Capricorn and Pisces. Ever remember the fiery
and airy signs are masculine; earthy and watery, feminine. There are also
some moveable, others fixed, and some common; moveable signs are Aries,
Cancer, Libra and Capricorn, of which two are Equinoctial, *"two Tropical;
Equinoctial signs are Aries and Libra; Tropic signs Cancer and Capricorn; and
these signs as the masculine signs, are so called for that they are hot and
dry, and diurnal; the feminine for that they are cold, moist, and nocturnal.

%8So are these called moveable, because when the Sun enters into
any of these signs, the weather and season of the year is moved or changed.

*Fixed signs are Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius; and they are so
called, for that the Weather, he being therein, is more permanent (either to
heat or cold according to the season of the year) and fixed. Common signs
being between moveable and fixed both in place and nature, are therefore
so called; and they are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces. Note that there
is among the moveable signs one fiery, one earthy, one airy and one
watery; and so likewise have the fixed and *’common, for which cause also
they are divided into four parts, as answering to the four seasons and
quarters of the year; viz. Aries, Taurus, and Gemini are the Spring quarter, for
that when the Sun is in these *'three, it is the Spring Season; when he is in
Cancer, Leo and Virgo, it is the Summer Quarter; in Libra, Scorpio and
Sagittarius Autumn; in Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces Winter; which is the
reason why the year begins in March when the Sun enters Aries, which is
the first sign (so likewise are all the months in order attributed to the
government of the Celestial signs) It is the opinion therefore amongst the
learned that the Sun was in the first point or minute of Aries when the
World began, whence they judge the general accidents of the World, as the
fates and affairs of any Kingdom or place, &c. by the Sun his Revolution to
the first point of Aries.

**There are also some signs Austral or Southern, others Boreal or
Northern: Southern signs are Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius
and Pisces; these are called Southern, for that they decline Southward from

%% What fiery, airy, earthy and watery.

% What masculine, what feminine.

%7 Equinoctial and Tropical signs.

% What are moveable and why called moveable.

%% What fixed and why termed fixed.

%0 What signs are common and why so called.

%1 Signs answering to the seasons of the year.

%2 What signs are northern and southern and why so called.
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the Equinoctial: Northern signs are Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, and
Virgo: and these are so called for that they decline from the Equinoctial
Northward.

**Bicorporal signs are Gemini, Pisces and the first part of Sagittarius
being double-bodied as twins, &c.

**There are also fruitful, barren, humane, feral and mute signs;
fruitful signs are Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces; barren signs are Gemini, Leo, and
Virgo; humane or courteous signs are Gemini, Virgo, Libra and Aquarius: feral
signs are Leo, and the last part of Sagittarius; and mute signs or slow of
speech are Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces, especially if Mercury be in any of them
in Conjunction, Quadrate or Opposition of Saturn;, he causes also an ill
utterance in any sign in the aforesaid aspects of Saturn.

There are also in the divisions of the signs, signs commanding and
obeying; signs of long ascension, and signs of short ascension: signs
commanding are Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo; signs obeying are
Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces; and signs of right or
long ascensions are Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio and Sagittarius: Signs of
short or oblique ascensions are Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces, Aries, Taurus and
Gemini.

There are also some signs that are whole and entire, others broken;
some fortunate, others unfortunate; some sweet; others bitter; whole, are
Libra, Aquarius, Gemini, Virgo: broken, are Leo, Pisces: fortunate, are Aries,
Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius, Aquarius: unfortunate, are Taurus, Cancer,
Virgo, Scorpio, Capricorn, Pisces: sweet signs are, Gemini, Libra, Aquarius:
bitter, Aries, Leo, Sagittarius.

There are also weak signs and strong; weak signs are, Aries,
Sagittarius and Capricorn: strong are, Leo, Scorpio, and Aquarius.

Note also that by the several places of the Heavens some signs have
contrary operations, in diverse places; as Taurus in the East quarter of
Heaven, is inclining to heat, or Luke-warm; in the West cold. Gemini in the
East is hot and dry, in the West cold and moist. Cancer in the East is hot and
dry, in the West cold and moist. Leo in the East is hot and dry, in the West
cold and moist. Virgo in the East is hot and warm, in the West cold and
moist. Sagittarius in the East cold and moist, in the West hot and dry.
Capricorn in the East is cold and dry, in the West cold and moist. Aquarius in
both East and West is cold and moist. Pisces also cold and moist both in East
and West. This will be necessary for the judging of weather.

CHAP XXIII: Showing the use which is to be made of the former
Chapter.

%3 Bicorpereal signs.
%4 What signs are fruitful, barren, humane, feral and mute.
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Learn now the use which is to be made of all this; if in any scheme or figure
of Heaven you find a masculine sign ascending, and the Lord of the
ascendant in a masculine sign, or beheld of a masculine Planet in a
masculine sign, then is the nature and actions of the thing in question, or
signified, masculine; if in feminine signs, the contrary, being more
effeminate.

So likewise if the Ascendant, his Lord and the Planets beholding
them be in movable signs, the thing denoted by the Ascendant is fickle,
inconstant, and wavering in all particulars: if the above said testimonies be
through fixed signs, the contrary; if in common signs, neither perfectly
constant nor fickle, yet both, sometimes the one way, and sometimes the
other.

Also, if the aforesaid testimonies be in feral signs, the thing signified
is of the nature and temper of that beast represented by the sign, as if Leo be
the sign ascending, it is then bold, strong, courageous, stately, hot and dry,
&c. If Taurus, it is solid, staid and resolved, yet of a slow muddy condition,
cold and earthy.

Likewise if in any figure of the Heavens the sign ascending be a
fruitful sign, and the sign of the fifth house a fruitful sign also, and the
Lords of the ascendant and fifth and the Moon be in fruitful signs, it denotes
fruitfulness.

So, if the sign ascending be a humane sign, and the Lord of the
Ascendant and the Moon in humane signs, accordingly does it signify, as
hereafter will more largely be shown; so likewise of all the rest, &c.

CHAP XXI1V: Demonstrating the Reasons of the names of the twelve
signs; and why there are just twelve, and neither more nor less.

Let us now descend to the several divisions of the signs: it rests now you
know why they are so called, and wherefore there are no more nor less
then twelve, which according to Albumnazer and Bonatus, is for these
Reasons: First, as all things are made of the four Elements, which are subject
to the signs, every sign through the whole Circle of Heaven ruling one
element or other: now there are four elements, every sign being over them;
and they divided into three parts, as having relation to beginning, middle
and end, as there is in all works, make just the number of 12 Besides the
number 12 is so complete a number, as none is to compare with it; it having
more particular divisions then any other number, there being therein three
fours, and four threes; two sixes and six twos: besides they are so
constituted from the division of the Heaven (as you have heard already)
divided into twelve parts, every part being a sign; the first called Aries, the
second Taurus, the third Gemini, &e.
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**The reason why they are called by these names, are briefly thus;
the first sign is called Aries (signifying a Ram,) because when the Sun is
therein, he approaches to his highest point; heat thereby being increased,
yet being mixed with the humidity of the preceding Winter, makes the
temperature of the Air hot and moist, which is according to the complexion
of the Ram: but there are some of the Ancients say that the stars in the signs
being particularly observed, and as it were measured with a line the one
from the other, they resemble each the thing they are nominated.

**The second sign is called Taurus (signifying a Bull) because the Sun
being therein, the heat is more fixed and fortified, and the moisture
consumed or expelled; the temperature of the Air tending rather to dryness,
which resembles the nature of a Bull.

*’The third sign is named Gemini (signifying Twins) because the Sun
therein causes a reduplication of heat; and all Creatures couple and
engender, every thing delighting in its mate.

**The fourth sign is called Cancer (signifying a Crab) because the Sun
being therein, goes, as it were, backward, (after the nature of the Crab)
retiring towards the Equinoctial from whence he came, declining contrary
to that of the Twins.

**The fifth sign is called Leo (signifying a Lion) because the Sun being
therein, the heat is increased in great strength and dryness, after the nature
of the Lion, which is of a strong, hot and dry nature.

"The fifth sign is called Virgo (signifying a maid) because the Sun
therein has his heat diminished, and dryness rules, so that things cease to
increase, and the earth becomes barren; being of the nature of a Virgin, who
is naturally tending to cold rather then heat, and is of her self barren.

“'The seventh sign is called Libra (signifying Balance) for that the Sun
being therein, both the length of the days and nights, as also the temper of
the Air, are in balance. as it were neither inclining one way nor other; the
days and nights being of an equal length through the whole World; and the
temperature of the Air between the decayed heat of Summer, and the
approaching cold of winter, is neither tending one way or other, but as it
were in a balance.

"?The eighth is called Scorpio (signifying a Scorpion) because when
the Sun is therein, cold and dryness is predominate, which are obnoxious to
nature, and by reason the natural temper of the Airis hot and moist; the Air
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is thereby corrupted, so that dangerous diseases are engendered thereby, as
pestilential Fevers, Plagues and the like.

"’The ninth sign is called Sagittarius (signifying an Archer or one
using to cast darts) because the Sun being therein, the heat is overcome by
cold, whereupon ensue Fogs and Frosts, and such like, being (for the nature
of the mischief and hurt they do) as obnoxious, or equivalent to venomous
Arrows or Darts.

"*The tenth sign is named Capricorn (signifying a Goat) because the
Sun being therein is farthest from the vertical point; so that by reason of the
cold mixed with dryness, and the want of heat, which at that time is, the
nature and disposition of the Air is melancholy, after the nature of the Goat.

"*The eleventh sign is called Aquarius (signifying a Waterman, or one
pouring water) because when the Sun is in this sign, dryness is overcome by
moisture beginning, yet the cold remaining, which causes the temper of the
Air to be cold and moist, after the nature of water.

"*The twelfth sign is named Pisces (signifying Fishes) for that when
the Sun is therein, the Air is inclined to cold and moisture, yet having some
small heat, after the nature of Fishes who are cold and moist by reason of
their Element the water, yet they retain some little natural heat; so the Air is
then somewhat participating of some small quantity of heat, by reason of
the Suns approach to the equinoctial point.

And thus much concerning the Reasons of the names of the twelve
Celestial signs; we come now to show the Reasons why they are reckoned
from Aries, and so in order to Pisces, and not from Taurus or any other sign;
as also the Reasons why they are not placed according to the order of the
four Elements, viz. Fire, Air, Water and Earth, but first a fiery sign, next an
earthy one, then an airy, and lastly a watery, &c.

CHAP XXV: Showing the Reasons why the signs are reckoned from
Aries, and not from any other sign; as also why they are not placed
according to the order of the four Elements.

I Have said before, my intention in all these my Writings, is not to treat of
any thing that has been already delivered to the Students of this noble Art
by the well-willers thereof, in a plain manner, and our vulgar tongue,
farther then to give me occasion for what is my drift, viz. to render to my
loving Country-men and well-willers of this Science, the reasons and
grounds of the Art, according to the most rational of the Ancients, that they
may be both confirmed in their way, as also the better able to answer the
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weak Arguments, or rather cavils of their puny Antagonists, I mean the
vain-glorious ignorant praters and scribblers against this Heavenly Science.
I come therefore now, God enabling me, to show you the Reasons of the
Ancients why the signs are still reckoned from Aries, and so forward, since
the Zodiac as well as the Heavens is round; and what is round has no
beginning, and what has no beginning must needs have no ending; and
what wants beginning and ending, must needs have no middle: yet the
twelve Celestial signs are said to begin at Aries, which is called the first, and
so forward to Taurus, which is the second, to Pisces which is the twelfth and
last, for these reasons.

"’First, because the Equator cuts and divides the Circle of the Zodiac
in the beginning of Aries, and also the opposite sign Libra; so that six signs
are Northern, and six Southern; but the reason why the beginning is from
Aries, and not from Libra, is for that that part which is Northern is stronger
and of more force, efficacy and power, and is more noble then that which is
Southern: and Aries is the first Northern sign, and so are all to the latter end
of Virgo; the rest are Southern, or declining Southward; wherefore since by
all in general, the Northern signs are accounted stronger, and more noble
then the Southern, did the Ancients appoint Aries the first of the signs, it
being the first of them.

"Secondly, the Ancients began to number the signs from Aries, for
that when the Sun enters into Aries, all things increase and multiply; the
days increase in length, the Trees flourish, the earth brings forth fruit, and
all things are as it were revived or raised from death, being to outward
appearance (as it were) by the preceding Winter barren and dead; also then
Sol enters Aries, it is the beginning or chief principium of the seasons,
causing everything to receive vigour and strength, resembling youth, which
is the prime and most pleasant time, and beginning of life, &c. which are
the reasons why the Ancients have named Aries the first of the signs. Aries
a fiery sign, and next unto him they have placed Taurus which is an earthy
sign; after him Gemini which is airy, and then Cancer which is a watery
sign,; and then again beginning with a fiery sign, then an earthy one, after
an airy, and lastly a watery, and so following the same order throughout
the twelve signs, and not according to the order of the four elements viz.
Fire, Air, Water and Earth; but the reasons hereof are briefly thus; for we
will hasten to conclude this our first Treatise, being merely an Introductory
Discourse before we come to peruse the following Tracts.

Yet if you find any benefit hereby, I shall be very glad, and esteem
my pains well bestowed; for my desire is to benefit young Students, that
they may give reasons and grounds for their Art, as I said before; I write not
to the learned, but to such as these, for whom I took these pains, knowing
they may happily (by some ignorant Antagonist and enemy to the Art) be
questioned wherefore such and such things are held by them, &c.
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“’But let us proceed; the Ancients then (as above said) have placed
first a fiery sign, then an earthy sign, after an airy, and lastly a watery sign
for divers good Reasons; first then, for that the four Elements receive an
alteration and corruption one with the other by the incessant motion of the
Celestial signs, of which corruption and alteration there are generated four
special qualities incident to elementary bodies, viz. Generation,
Conservation, Corruption and Destruction. Now for that Generation is the
chief and more noble quality, they began with that sign which is the author
of Generation; viz. a fiery; Next unto which quality is conservation, fixation,
durability or continuance, which is caused by those signs by which nature is
moved to constancy or duration, as corruptible things receive permanency
and fixation, and they are earthy; After which is corruption the more
inferior quality; wherefore they placed in the third place that sign which is
author thereof (according to that of Aristotle, Aer vita est vivorum,
destructio mortuorum: Air is the life of every living thing, but the death or
corruption of every dead thing) viz. an Airy sign. Lastly, the most ignoble
and rejected is destruction, which is caused by the watery signs, wherefore
they placed in the fourth place a watery sign.

Secondly, they have placed the signs in this manner, for that heat
and cold are active: Drought and moisture passive; and heat being strong
and more noble then cold, signifying or causing generation, as most
deserving, is placed first, viz. a fiery sign; so likewise for that dryness is the
stronger of the Patients, it is put first of them, and next after heat, being an
earthy sign, cause of durability, and therefore placed next to generation;
and because corruption goes before, destruction is an airy sign placed
before the watery; and because generation is the first beginning of any
living thing, and therefore first placed, so is destruction being the last,
placed last; continuation and corruption in the middle, &c.

They have also thus appointed the order of the signs, and placed a
fiery sign first, for that heat rules in fire, by which all things are quickened
and vivified, and therefore being the more noble quality (as above said)
they place it first; and next unto it an earthy sign, by reason of the nearness
of its quality with heat, it being a dry substance: after it they place an airy
sign, and preceding the watery, as participating with the humidity thereof;
and lastly, is the watery sign placed last, as the fiery is first, being contrary
thereunto in nature and quality; the passives being placed in the middle
between the actives, which are placed in the extremes. There are several
other reasons may be produced for this order of the signs, but one to two
may suffice to put to silence any caviller against this most noble Art: let us
therefore now look into the natures and significations of the signs.

7% Why the signs are not placed according to the order of the Elements.
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CHAP XXVI: Of the Nature, Signification and Equality of the Signs;
and first of Aries.

*Aries then is an Equinoctial, Cardinal, Diurnal, Moveable, Fiery, Choleric,
Hot and Dry, Bestial, Luxurious, Violent Sign,; Eastern, and of the fiery
Triplicity.

*A dry body, of middle stature, lean and spare, big bones, strong,
thick shoulders, a long neck, long visage, and swarthish complexion.

*Pimples and heat in the face, hare-lips, ring-worms, small-pox,
and all infirmities and diseases incident to the face; Head-ache, Tooth-ache,
Apoplexy, Megrims™, Baldness and Falling sickness’, and all diseases of
the head.

9% Malchidael.
%White mixed with red.

*’Sandy, dry, hilly grounds, and all places where small cattle use to
feed; the ceiling in houses, new ploughed lands, brick and lime kills, and
unfrequented places.

*®England, France, Bastarnea®, Syria, Palestina, the upper Burgandy,
Germany, Swetheland”™, the upper Silesia™", the lesser Poland, Denmark,
Judea®™, Naples, Capua®”, Ancova®, Imola®, Ferraria®™®, Florenea®, Verona™,

0 The quality and property of T

%! Description signified by 77

% Diseases.

8 Migraine.

%4 Epilepsy.

% Angel.

% Colours.

%7 Places.

%5 Regions.

% The area of present day Germany between the eastern Ca rpathians and the
Danube.

* Sweden.

#1 Region of E central Europe, extending along both banks of the Oder River and
bounded in the south by the mountain ranges of the Sudetes particularly the
Krkonoe (Ger. Riesengebirge) and the west Carpathians.

2 Greco-Roman name for S Palestine.

#* Campania, south Italy, on the Volturno River.

#* Uncertain. Probably Ancona, Italy, capital of Ancona province, chief city of
Marche region, central Italy, on a promontory in the Adriatic Sea.

> Emilia-Romagna, north central Ital y, on the Aemilian Way.

* Capital of Ferrara province, in Emilia -Romagna, north Italy.

%7 Uncertain. Probably Florence, Italy, then a city state.

% Capital of Verona province, Venetia, north east Italy, on the Adige River.
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Lindavia®™, Brunswick'™, Cracovia'™', Massilia"™”, Seragosse'”, Berganum,
Casaria'™, Padua'™, Augusta™”, Utrecht'™”.

109The head and face.

To divide here every Region of the World, according to the division
of the Heavens into four parts answering to the four Triplicities, would but
spend time and Paper, and hinder me from hasting to what I rather drive
at: Wherefore since to every sign you have declared the Regions and Cities
subject to the same; I pass by the other in this place, and refer my Reader to
the perusal of the second and third Chapters of the second Book of
Ptolemy’s Quadripartite, to be therein instructed.

Of Taurus.

"Tqurus, is an earthy, cold, dry, melancholy, domestic, feminine, fixed,
nocturnal, bestial sign; Southern, and of the earthy Triplicity.

A strong, short, well-set body, a full face, broad forehead, big
eyes, a large mouth, thick lips, a short big hand, black hair, and it curling or
crisping.

"2A11 infirmities in the neck and throat, Kings-evil'""?, Wens'"", sore

throats, Quinsies'””, Imposthumes'""® and Rheumes'" in the throat or neck,
&ec.

#? Uncertain. Probably Lindau , Ba varia, south Germany, on an island in Lake
Constance (Ger. Bodensee ). Lindau was an imperial city from 1275 to 1803 and
passed to Bavaria in 1805.

1% City in lower Saxony, central Germany, on the Oker River.

1001 Cracow, Poland.

1002 Marseilles, France.

1% Saragossa , city, capital of Zaragoza prov. and leading city of Aragon, north east
Spain, on the Ebro River.

1% Uncertain. Probably Bergen, Norway. Also possibly Rugen, Germany, then part
of Swedish Pemerania.

1% Ancient city in Palestine.

19% Capital of Padova prov ince, in Venetia, north east Italy

197 Possibly Ausberg, Germany or City in east Sicily, Italy, on an island (formerly a
peninsula) in the Ionian Sea, connected by bridge with the Sicilian mainland.

1% Capital of Utrecht province., central Netherlands, onab ranch of the Lower
Rhine (Neder Rijn) River.

%% In man.

' The quality and property of &

""" Description signified by &

"2 Diseases.

1”8 Tubercular infection of the throat lymph glands.

1% A harmless cyst, especially on the scalp or face, containing the fatty secr  etion of
a sebaceous gland.

15 A pus filled swelling (i.e. an abscess) in the soft palate around the tonsils, usually
as a complication of tonsillitis. Streptococcal tonsillitis.

116 Abcesses.
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1018 Asmodel.
0%White mixed with Citron.

"Stables, Cow or Ox-houses, and such places where their Furniture
or Harnesses are laid or kept; Pastures, plain grounds, and such places as
are made level and plain, either on purpose, or by digging up Trees and
Shrubs; Corn-fields, and such fields as are far from houses, and in houses
cellars and low ground rooms.

"1 persia, Media'”, Parthia®, Cyprus, the Islands of Archipelagos, the
lesser Asia, white Russia'™, the greater Poland, Ireland, Lorraine, Helvetia'™,

Rhetia'™, Franoamia™, Switzerland.

1033
7

Mantua™”, Bononia'™”, Parma'®, Senas'”, Tarentum'*”, Burgus a
1037

Castle in Spain, Panoruma™, the head of Histria"”, Brixia", Tigurum'”,

%7 Mucus discharge.

118 Angel.

1% Colours.

1920 Places.

1921 Regions.

1922 Ancient country of west Asia whose actual boundaries cannot be defined,
occupying generally what is now western Iran and southern Azerbaijan. It
extended from the Caspian Sea to the Zagros Mts. The Medes were anIndo -
European people who spoke an Iranian langua ge closely akin to old Persian.

193 Ancient country of Asia, south east of the Caspian Sea. In its narrowest limits it
consisted of a mountainous region intersected with fertile valleys, lying south of
Hyrcania and corresponding roughly to the modern Iranian  province of Khorasan.
194 Byelarus, formerly Belorussia, officially Republic of Belarus. Eastern central
Europe. It is sometimes called White Russia. Belarus borders on Poland in the west,
on Lithuania and Latvia in the north, on Russia in the east, and on Ukraine in the
south. Minsk is the capital and largest city.

195 Region of central Europe, occupying the plateau between the Alps and the Jura
mountains. Switzerland.

19 Grison canton largest and mo st eastern canton in Switzerland, comprising the
highlands of the Rhine and Inn Valleys. It borders 